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PERIODICAL INFLAMMATION OF THE KNEE-JOINT. 


Tue subjecs of periodicity, or the tendency manifested by 
certain phenomena of life to recur after equal or nearly equal 
intervals of time, is still one of the curiosities of medical science, 
It has been often observed, yet not explained. As a charac- 
teristic of many of the healthy functions of the body, it is fami- 
liarly known by such phenomena as sleep and waking, by the 
punctual return of well-earned hunger, by the regular intervals 
and like duration of the successive catamenial periods. Less 
obvious, bat as real, examples of periodical habit have been 
disclosed by the minuter investigations of physicians, as when 
Dr. Prout, for instance, detected an orderly veriation in the 
quantity of carbonic acid eliminated by the lungs at different 
parts of the day.* 

From this alternate excitement and repose, which habitually 
characterize the healthy performance of so many of the func- 
tions, it might almost be expected that out of any cause of 
disease, often and regularly repeated, the body might be liable 
to acquire a periodical morbid habit. That it may do so has 
never been more aptly illustrated than by M. Brachet, who, 
having bathed at midnight in the river Saone for seven suc- 
cessive October nights, underwent a distinct ague fit for seven 
nights, after he had omitted his hazardous experiment. + 

Though not less striking, the phenomena of the more com- 
mon intermittent disorders are less intelligible than this in- 
stance of periodicity. They are so probably on account of our 
ignorance of their cause. Some indeed of the periods of disease 

d with those of certain natural functions, but the 
majority of them do not synchronize with any of the known 
habits of the body. We cannot i e, associate with 
any part of the chrunometry of 
larity of hi the punctual recurrence of the fits in certain 
cases of epilepsy, or the variously timed attacks of the different 
agues, Some of these may fall in with functional periods which 
we have never yet recognised ; others, and indeed most pro- 
bably all of them, may possess a time rate of their own, But 
the difficulty of connecting the recurrence of a disease at stated 
intervals with the time of a natural function or habit becomes 
the greatest when the morbid action, once going regularly, has 
altered its rate. For there are intermittent disorders which 
may be said to resemble a musical clock while being wound 
up ; with the increasing tension of the spring its speed quickens. 
And there are others like such a when running down ; 
the interval between the successive notes is progressively 
lengthened. So these fevers become quicker or slower as they 
go on, and sometimes even, after having quite lost their first 
speed, they suddenly recover it. In the singular case about to 
be narrated, some of these peculiarities could be observed, 
That which at first occurred once came to happen thrice a 
month, and, as it was more and more often repeated, seemed to 
lose some of its punctuality. 


A woman, aged forty-three, of slender frame, and finely- 
formed, delicate features, but florid and healthy in appearance, 
came under my care in the Middlesex Hospital, Dec. 30th. Her 
right knee joint was loosely swollen with fluid. The next day 
the fluid was almost gone, and by Jan. Ist it had quite disap- 
peared. The joint had begun to swell on Dec. 27th. 

Until Jan. 5th the joint was quite well. On the 6th she felt 


» for inst 
healthy life the strange regu- 
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8th the synovial membrane was quite fall and tense, bulging a 

good deal on each side of the rectus tendon, and reaching three 

i above the patella. On the 9th the joint was loosely 
in, and on the 10th was well. In the interval from 


body could then be felt slipping over and under the 
of the external condyle. it generally lodged below the 
le, and was invisible, but became very prominent when | 
raised upon the bone. It gave her no inconvenience. She 
a to be in health, and no organ could be detected 
to be out of order; except the spleen, which seemed by percus- 
sion to be one inch longer than is natural. 

Her account was that at the age of eighteen she bad had 
ague for six months, which was at first quotidian, after- 
wards tertian, and then quartan ; and that it ceased abruptly 
upon her taking a powder which caused copious perspiration, 
All her family, with whom she was then living at Dover, also 

from ague. 

She married and had some children, and her health was un- 
interruptedly good for cight years after the cessation of the 
ague. She then, eighteen years ago, found her knee become 
painful at the close of a busy day at household work. The joint 
swelled, and the swelling increased until the third day, when 
it subsided, She remained wel! until thirty days this 
attack, when it was repeated, lasted precisely the same time, 
aud then again left her perfectly well. The inflammatory 
swelling recurred for some considerable period at regular in- 
tervals of a month, but afterwards was repeated more fre- 
quently, returning every three weeks. About seven years ago, 
it began to re-appear every ninth day, and it continued to re- 
turn without intermission or irregularity every ninth day, — 
ing only in the hour of its onset, but not in the day, 
attack was always preceded by coldness of the foot, and there 
was always a moderate degree of pain on the third day. She 
had noticed this pain to be severe if she had used the knee too 
much, The last attack (that from the 6th to the 10th of 
January, during which [ had kept her in bed) was attended 
with less than the usual amount of pain. 

She said that she had had several children since, as well as 
before she became subject to these recurring inflammations, and 
that her youngest child was about six years old. The periodical 
attacks had in every pregnancy ceased at the third month, and 
had not returned till the third month of lactation, when they 
recurred regula:ly as before. In point of time the menstrua- 
tion was independent of the attacks; it had always been 
healthy, and had always occarred during lactation, equally 
during the three months in which the av were interrupted 
as in the later period, 

No other circumstance but pregnancy and lactation had ex- 
erted any influence upon the ailment. She had once been sali- 
vated for it, but without advantage. 

In expectation of the attack on the evening of the l4th, I 
ordered a calomel and colocynth pill for the 13th, an a senna 
draught on the following morning. Three grains of quinine 
were also taken two or three times during the 14th, and some 
ice was applied on the knee. The attack failed to make its 
appearance at the expected time after the adoption of these 
measures, and there seemed to be some hope that it had been 
averted. After a few hours’ delay, however, it returned, and 
it proved to be so violent that she said she had never had so 
much pain on any previous occasion. The joint became more 
than usually pier Ag but it entirely subsided again. 

I did not after this employ any further local treatment, but 
prescribed arsenic to be taken internally. After pursuing this 
plan for some time without its checking or in any way 
altering the course of this singular affection, she ceased to 
attend, and I have had no opportunity of observing or hearing 
of her again. 

This case occurred to me twelve years ago, and as | have not 
in that time met with another which resembled or which could 
illustrate it, 1 make no longer delay in the publication of it. 
Of the main facts, al h extremely rare, I have nv doubt. 
Three of the periodical inflammatory attacks cccurred in the 
hospital under my own observation, and the history of the ail- 
ment was narrated to me by the patient with every appearance 
of frankness and truth. a “ 

Although the machinery, #0 to speak, of this periodical ail- 
ment was out of order, and the times of its recurrence corre- 

neither with its own early rate nor with that of the 
8 


30, 1864. 
anes, and in the course of the 
day a little swelling appeared in the right knee. On the 7th 
there was a considerable but loose swelling and some increase 
of heat about the knee, She felt otherwi-e quite well, and her 
_ ' 2nd to the Sth she was quite well, and sin after t 10th. 
} 
* Parther iitustrations of this “sub may be found in logical | 
works, in Bichat’s “ Anatomie Maingault, in 
an essay by Dr. Cowan in the “ Transactions of the Provincial Medical and 
peg my Association,” vol, iv., 4th part; in “Medical Notes and Reflections,” 
by Sir H. Holland, Bart., 3rd edition, p. 270; in Prof. Henle’s “ Verlauf und | 
Periodicitét dee Krankheiten,” an e-say in his Pathologische Untersueh- 
ungen,” Berlin, 1839; io Mr. Paget 
re'ed before the Koya! | 
— Maillot, and others, 
Waison’s Practice of Physic, third edition, vol. i., p. 745. 
No, 2122, 
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preceding ye Sis tngeniite ible to doubt that it had origi- 
nated in this last-named disease. For, unlike most other 


perspiration of the one disease having their 
terparts in the coldness of the foot, the inflammatory ac- 


a local intermittent, 


fluenza passed in 


of in 
ing first the left, afterwards the right arm with every 


his case confirms the conclusion that my 
own originated in ague; but it no cause for the singular 
ee May it not be that the disease in 

i jent was a true ague, whilst the other case exhibits a 

affection, originating in simple fatigue, but acquiring from 
@ previously constitutional habit, a character unnatural 
to itself—namely, that of recurrence without a renewal of its 
exciting cause ? 

Periodical diseases having a longer interval than that usual 
in the different forms of ague are very rare, and have not been 
noticed in our best systematic works. are, however, not 
unknown, and the ‘‘ Transactions” of the Medical Society of 

ich remove singularity from the present 
report. Dr. Joseph Adams, at that time President of the So- 
ciety, gave an account of three cases of periodical sickness, in 
two of which the 


women ; and in the other oung gentleman, it 


,ay 
all the cases the sickness was severe, and 


ABDOMINAL ANEURISM. 
By JOHN COCKLE, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE ROYAL PREE HOSPITAL, 


Txe following cases are brought under notice as strongly 
confirmatory of the value of a sign of abdominal aneurism fre- 
quently mentioned by practical observers, and one, perhaps, at 
times, the most to be relied on—viz., severe and intermitting 
pain in the back and loins, often radiating to the front of the 
abdomen, and, downwards, to the thighs. 

Joseph B——, aged thirty-four, a man of spare frame and 
sallow but not jaundiced complexion (for the conjunctive are 
dlear and blue, the pupils equal), by occupation @ mariner, was 
admitted into the Royal Free Hospital under my care Aug. 18th, 
1863. His habits had been temperate, and his health generally 
good, altheugh he had been much in the tropics. In the year 
1851 he had had an attack of yellow fever, in Jamaica, from 
which, however, he recovered, and quite regained his former 
health, which continued unimpaired until about fourteen months 
ago, as nearly as he can remember. At this time, without any 
cause that he can assign, he felt pain in the lower part of the 
chest, and, in a less degree, in his back, This was followed, 
in a month or two, by a sensation of beating in the stomach, 
which, gradually increasing, compelled him to consult Dr. 
Spiers, who pronounced his complaint to be of aneurismal 
nature. 

When examined after his admission into the hospital, a slight 
and gently rounded prominence of the abdominal wall was 


attack occurred and the 


ceived just below the ensiform cartilage, a little to the left of 
the median line. This prominence, without visible impnise, 


was found, when traced, to of 
large and as round as a child’s at term, It extended 
towards the right, about two inches beyond the median line, 
a a left side it was in close contact with the false 
ribs. swelling was uniformly smooth, moderately firm, 
slightly tender pressure, and yielded to the hand a forci- 
ble and expansible impulse, single, and synchronous with the 
systole of the heart and radial pulse. No thrill could be felt. 
A heaving impulse was communicated to the ear by the stetho- 
scope over all that portion of the swelling situated to the left ; 
while over the portion underlying the median line a very 
abrupt, hoarse, and superficia! murmur was audible, coinciding 
with the systole of the heart. This murmur was far more in- 


ptionally, down- 
i The 


him ether t ait 
this change of posture i 
Thus 
e hospi 
A full opiate was given every afterwards before 


I 
E 


dail Cold compresses were, at first, applied over the tumour, 

 eemecar strips of belladonna plaster. After this 
treatment had been ly carried out for some weeks, marked 
amendment followed. is sleep was but little disturbed, the 
sensation of internal beating had greatly subsided, the 


A 


i be matter of 
opinion; the ral sufficiently satis- 
factory to e the man, at his urgent request, to return to 


The osis is now highly unfavourable. 
In this case, did not the st D 
reveal the nature of the malady, severe pain in the back, ex- 


cited at night by the bent post e, would be almost the 
only existing symptom. The peculiarity of the pain in this 


tom. A gentleman about fifty years of age, who had A 
enjoyed a fair share of health, complained, some little time 


— diseases which ague entails upon the body, this in- 
mation of the knee had in itself an obvious resemblance to 
an ogue fit. The characters of an ordinary intermittent fever 
ag be recognised in those of the local phenomena ; the chill, 
tion, and the synovial effusion of the other. Sir Heary Holland 
{ quotes from Dr. Leonard, of Mublheim, the case of a woman in 
ccessive symptom of regular ague, the rigor, heat, and per- 
— being all distinctly marked in each fit. The case se When the patient was placed in the recumbent posi 
ree oe from my own, however, in the duration of the | At the corresponding site, posteriorly, neither impulse nor mur- 
and attacks. Dr. Leonard described daily fits, while ‘ant eueh bo Rotestal during this and subsequent examinations, 
in my own case each attack lasted five days, and the intervals | The heart was in its normal position, and its sounds were clear, 
varied from twenty-five days to five or six. By the similarity | though feeble. The right hypochondriam was neither tumid 
nor tender ; nor was there Sesion into the peritoneal sac or 
enlargement of the superficial veins, All the functions seemed 
naturally performed. The urine was natural in colour and 
quantity, and free from albumen. In short, this man's prin- 
cipal complaints were of recurring pain in the back, extendi 
round to the front of the body and, very exce 
| down — signa) lessened both 
requency of the xysm 
as practicable ; tye pl 
a diet, and took small doses of the se 
lasted several hours, and the disease continued for years. 
Dr. Adams for no proof, that the attacks 
were connected with ague. He accordingly prescribed the 
patients. In my own case, though the disease had almost cer- 
tainly originated in ague, the arsenic failed to afford any relief. 
impulse decidedly less, though still marked upon the applica- 
SS tion of deep pressure. The character of the murmur remained 
CLINICAL ILLUSTRATIONS unchanged. How much of this improvement was to be ascribed 
or 
ome on Oct. y 
On Feb. 23rd, 1864, upwards of four months afterwards, 
lOO | J. B—— was re-admitted. He had for a time followed some 
light occupation, but latterly the recambent position bad 
caused such agonizing pain in the back that, in order to obtain 
bent nearly double. The tumour had i , but not to its 
original magnitude. It felt less firm, and its impulse, now 
visible and heaving, was of semi-liquid character. The murmur 
still existe’, unchanged, over the former site; but there was 
now ia addition a harsh systolic murmur heard opposite on s 
either side of the spine. His legs and thighs were cedematous ; t 
but as this condition soon subsided, it was more likely to have ¢ 
resulted from his constrained position than from any permanent 
pressure upon the cava. The kidneys were still, apparently, 
in their physiological condition. The opiate, formerly so suc- 
cessful, had toa great extent lost its power. He was, however, 
persuaded to try and get some rest in bed by lying upon his 
stomach ; from this posture, assisted probably by the opiate, he 
obtained extraordinary relief. The former treatment was re- 
sumed, with the exception that the iodide of potassium was 
substituted for the sesquichlorice of iron. But, after some few 
weeks, this remedy was laid aside, as the tumour became both 
larger and softer during its use. He has recently complained 
| more of pain in his body, and bis appetite is much diminished. 
| case recalls to my mind a similar instance occurring I 
practice of Mr. Selwood, of Ampton place, in which pain, pro- 
»der the same circumstances, was also the only sy 
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before his death, of pain ia the back, coming on at night soon 
after he went to bed; it was occasionally severe en to 
him to get outof bed. He did not, however, any 

to be merely rheumatic, 


No erosion of the vertebra existed. 

The next case, also, is one in which severe pain of the back 
was, latterly, the prominent and, indeed, the main 
It is the more im t to mention this fact inasmuch as 
careful and almost daily physical exploration of the abdominal 
and vertebral regions entirely failed in detecting any abnormal 
condition. This case, morevver, presents some most interest- 
ing points of detail and, if not unique, is at least of the great- 
est anatomical importance, being one of aneurism of the inferior 
mesenteric artery. For excellent notes of the symptoms and 
post-mortem results, [ am principally indebted to the kindness 
of our resident medical officer, Mr. Hill. 
due to Mr, Wakley for permission to make use of the case, 

Elizabeth M—— aged twenty-four, was admitted under my 
care Oct. 24th last, but was transferred to Mr. Wakley, it being 
found that she was suffering from fistula in ano and syphilitic 
disease. Five months ago an abscess formed near the rectum, 
causing the fistula, Two months later she contracted syphili 
and was at the time of her admission into the hospital affected 


She remained recumbent and greatly prostrated until the 
15th, when, during an attempt to yet out of bed, she fell sud- 
denly dead. The body was so completely blanched, that it 
was obvious death was the result of internal b . 

Autopsy, thirty hours after death. —Body completely blanched. 
About three pounds of coagulated blvod were found in the peri- 
toneal sac, beneath the liver, and in the hollow of the pelvis 

ing upon the viscera. After the intestinal tract was 

by ligatares, the intestines were carefully followed out. The 
ileum, about its middle portion, was found adherent toa tumour 
situate behind and between the intestine and vertebra! column. 
The intestines were now cut away a few inches above and below 
this tumour, and the other viscera removed. The tumour was 
now carefully examined. 1t was found to be lying across the 
inal column, bulging to the left side, and corresponding to 
four upper lambar vertebra, which had escaped erosion. It 
was firmly adberent to the spine and quadratus muscle by dense 
fibrous tissue; in front the mesentery was attached to its lower 
, while the upper part was covered by the intestine, which 
lormed the sole covering to the upper and anterior portion of 
the tumour, Upon dissecting the tumour from its posterior 
attachments, the abdominal aorta and cava were arrived at, 
lying behind and to its right. Upon opening the aorta througb- 
out its extent, the orifice of the inferior mesenteric artery was 
found patulous, but both enlarged and irregular. When the 
latter artery was laid farther open, an aneurismal sac was dis- 
covered near its origin, about the size of a large hen’s egg, nearly 
filled with laminated and decolorized coagulum. A director, 
inserted within the sac, passed freely out between the fibres of 
the muscular coat of the intestine. It was here that the sac 
had finally given way, separating this coat to some extent. The 
external coverings of the sac-were dense, excepting where the 
tumour acquired its covering from the intestine ; here little 
more than the mucous lining interposed between the contents 
of the sac and the interior of the bowel. On palping the pos- 
terior face of the intestine a sense of fluctuation was conveyed 
to the finger. The aorta itself was perfectly healthy. Beyond 
some scattered tubercles in both lungs all the remaining organs 
were in their normal condition. The entire intestinal canal was 


ed | laid , and’most minutely examined ; but, with the excep- 


healed. 
Just about this time the patient began to com 
in in the back and loins, extending to the front of the thighs. 
is pain, nearly coinciding with a menstrual period, was 
naturally i 


plain of severe 


to be the result of uterine functional dis- 
turbance. warm hip-bath was ordered, and a dose of com- 
— decoction of aloes prescribed night and morning. Two 
ys subsequently to the accession of the pain, the menses 
appeared in the usual quantity, but the pain still continued. 
= mixture was again and after 
i reely the pain ceased, an patient expressed 
herself as altogether why relieved. 

Nov. 28th.—The appetite was better, the countenance less 
anxious, and the patient entirely free from pain, but still unable 
to move about. The citrate of iron and quinine was ordered, 
with good nourishing diet and eight ounces of wine daily. 

The improvement continued during the following month. 
She was able at length to walk about the ward, and occasionally 
took exercise in the hospital grounds. Now and then she 
complained of abdominal pain. 

Dec, 29th.—The patient was compelled to keep her bed, the 

Her appe- 


severe pain in the back and loins having 


bent near! 
period, an 


over the left lumbar region caused much pole and tenderness. 
There was, however, no impulse perceptible over this region, 
nor did the stethoscope reveal any abnormal sound. The spi 

column was free from either pain or tenderness, and the motor 
and sensitive functions of the | lower ities were uvim- 


Jan. 6th.—Op to this date the patient had been daily losi 
flesh, but was in other unchanged, Early in the morn- 
ing she felt a sensation of something giving way internally, and 
almost immediately afterwards more than a pint of blood 
from the bowels, Lead aud opium were given. fasee wap be 
return of the bleeding. 


tion of the portion of ileum aljuded to as adherent to the sac, 
no vestige of change was discovered. On the interior of the 
mucous membrane of this intestine, near the centre of the adhe- 
sion, there existed faint traces of a very slight cicatrix, indi- 
cating probably the seat of the first bleeding. 


A, Aorta, B, Vena cava, CC, Intestine cut off at either end. 
D, of inferior mesenteric artery into the aneurismal 
sac. E, Intestine bent upon itself anteriorly. F, points to 
the situation where the intestine forms the anterior cov 
of the sac. G, True aneurismal sac. H, Aneurismal sac 
filled with coagulum. I, Bifurcation of aorta and cava, 
Subsequently to the -mortem examination the mother of 
the patient stated to Mr. Hill that, ten years ago, a little boy 
went behind her daa , and pushed a dagger into her private 
parte. She was laid up from this injury upwards of twe 
mon 


fairly to 


One evening, whilst supping with a friend, he suddenly com- 
plained of pain in the stomach, and became extremely faint, | 
After swallowing some yp bie tries 
to return home, accompanied is friend, who assi | 
to bed, and left him a; tly much restored. The following | 
morning he was found dead bed Mr. Selwood dis: | 
, on making the post-mortem examination, that an 
aneurism of the abdominal aorta, involving the cceliac axis, had 
burst and discharged a large quantity of blood into the peri- 
toneal sac. Atheromatous and cretaceous deposit had occurred | 
over an extensive track of the aorta and branches of the axis. | 
| | 
with scaly eruption, mucous tubercles about the anus, fissures 
and of the any of hair, of the 
pupils and opaque spots upon cornea, was, moreover, 
adopted. No sooner did the gums become slightly affected | 
than the eruption disappeared, the mucous tubercles heal 
over, and the general health improved. On Nov. 7th Mr. 
] Wakley operated on the fistula, and by the 25th the wound | 
| 
AB 
\ 
J 
Ip 
AN gh 
ite again agg \ 
From this time she was quite unable to stand erect, bein Zz fi @ mr ~ - ; \ 
double, and began to lose flesh daily. At this} 
often subsequently, the abdominal and lumbar re- 
gions were carefully examined. The liver, apparently healthy, 
occupied its Seoul position ; the other viscera offered nothing 
unusual, The action of the bowels was regular. The urine | 
was free from albumen or other abnormal elements. Pressure | 
If all the points in this last case are carefully considered, the 
difficulties which prevented an accurate diagnosis will be appa- 
rent. The first complaint of severe pain in the back and loins, 
| extending to the front of the i was made about the time 
of a normal menstruating peri It was, therefore, 
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be assumed, under all the circumstances of the case, that such 
pain might possibly be connected with the congestion incident 
to this process, Its persistence, however, after the healthy 
completion of the function, together with the entire absence of 
any direct uterine symptoms, rendered such an assumption no 
longer tenable. Was the supposition of a rheumatic or syphilitic 
affection of the lambar muscles and fascia better calculate i to 
explain the nature of the pain? Not only was there an absence 
of tenderness upon pressure of these stractures generally, but 
the pain on movement was not of the intensity to justify such 
a conclusion, neither did the urine throw down any deposit of 
lithates. After a time it was found that pressure over the left 
lumbar region caused marked pain and tenderness. The cor- 
responding kidney could scarcely be supposed to be the seat of 
disease, as no irritability of the bladder existed, nor did the 
urive contain either albumen or any otber foreign element what- 
ever. It was not, however, unreasonable to suppose, from all 
that had preceded, that either inflammation or suppuration of 
the lumbar glands might exist, or even that an abscess might 
be forming in the psoas region. Bat neither unusual fulness in 
the lumbar region, superficial edema, nor the retraction of the 
limb, occasionally prosent in such cases, was observed. The 
sensation of internal rupture, almost immediately followed by 
intestinal hemorrhage, was, without doubt, a most important 
occurrence, and sufficient to invite, as it did, a careful search 
for the possible existence of an aneurismal tumour, No abdo- 
minal impulse nor swelling could be detected. In the left 
lumbar region neither fulness, resistance, nor impulse was ob- 
served, nor did the stethoscope detect any abnormal sound. As 
stated before, the only sign dicited was one of very varied im- 
_ port—pain and tenderness on pressure. The results obtained 
negatived, then, the notion of aneurism. Age and sex, too, 
slightly opposed it. When, moreover, it was remembered how 
extremely rare is the occurrence of hemorrhage from rupture 
of an aneurismal sac into an intestine, it was at last thought 
more probable that the bleeding was the result of ulceration of 
some portion of the intestinal canal, involving a vessel—an 
ulceration, perhaps, connected in some way with the general 
cachexia of the patient. It should have been mentioned that 
the pain in this case might have been explained on the hypo- 
thesis of a lumbo abdominal neuralgia. No doubt it really was 
of this character; not idiopathic, but the direct result of pres- 
_sure of the sac upon the lumbar nerves. ° 
Brook-street, Aprii, 1964. 


ON DIVISION OF THE CILIARY MUSCLE. 
WITH cCasEs. 
By HENRY HANCOCK, Esq, F.R.C.S., 


SENIOR SURGEON TO THE ROYAL WESTMINSTER OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 
(Concluded from p. 379.) 

Casz 5,—Lady was brought to me on the 5th Septem- 
ber, 1863, by my friend Mr, Yate, of Godalming. She had 
entirely lost the sight of her right eye, not being able to dis- 
tinguish light from darkness; and the sight of the left eye was 
so defective that she was obliged to be led into my room. She 
informed me that her right eye had been failing for above two 
years, but she had no idea of its entire blindhess until some 
six months ago, when upon accidentally covering her left eye 
she was in total darkness, The sight of the left eye began to 
fail two months ago, after she had worked very hard for some 
weeks at fine fancy work for a charity bazaar. She cannot 
now (Sept. 1863) either read or write, even with the aid of 
glasses, When at the dinner table, if she attempts to help her- 
self to wine or water, she commonly pours the fiuid over the 
table instead of into the glass; and it has lately become unsafe, 
from the state of her sight, for her to walk by herself even 
about her own house, as she has upon several occasions fallen 
down, once down stairs, She complains of great pain over the 
right eye, and says that for the last three days it has extended 
over the left eye. The right eyeball is exceedingly tense; the 
left but slightly more so than natural. 

From the length of time the right eye had been affected, the 
difference in the tension of the two eyes, the excess and priority 
of the pain over the right eye, as well as from the general his- 
tory of the case, | was led to infer that the rapid diminution 


of sight in the left eye depended upon something beyond its 
recent undue employment: that it was the result of sympa- 
thetic irritation connected with the right eye, rather than of 
organic mischief in the organ itself, 1 therefore pro to 
Mr, Yate that, for the present at all events, we should leave 
the left eye alone, but that I should divide the ciliary muscle 
in the right eye; not with the expectation of improving the 
sight of that eye (complete blindness having existed for a long 
time), but with the hope that relief of its tension might arrest 
the irritation of both eyes, and in that way be the means of 
allaying the pain, and at the same time of restoring and pre- 
serving the sight of the left eye, which could scarcely be accom- 
plished while the extreme tension of the right eye remained, 
r. Yate having concurred in these views, I performed the 
operation upon the right eye on the 12th September. When 
I saw her ladyship on the 14th, she informed me that the pain 
of the operation had been but trifling, and that she had lost 
poh agg over the eyebrows. She continued to improve 
dually, and at the expiration of a month was able with the 
eye to read and write without the aid of glasses, She presided 
at the head of her table; could go about by herself; and at 
the end of five weeks resumed her rides on horseback, which 
for some three months previously she had been obliged to 
abandon in q of her failing sight. She had not any 
return of the pain over the eyebrows after the operation, 
January Sth, 1864.—In a note of four pages and crossed, 
Lady —— writes me word: ‘* My eyes are much the same. I 
can see to write a letter, read a little, and make flowers a little. 
I never use them much.” And Mr, Yate (Feb. 26th) informs 
me that ‘‘ Lady —— reads small print with great ease,” 


Case 6.—Mrs. O——, who had just arrived from Tasmania, 
was brought to me by her agent on the 30th of September, 
1862, having lost the sight of both her eyes, She informed me 
that she could scarcely see light from darkness, and that during 
her voyage she could not see the vessel in which she came over; 
that she was obliged to be fed by herself, as she was so blind 
she was not allowed to sit at the ngers’ table; and that 
the captain used to have her brought up daily and placed in a 
chair upon deck, where she remained until evening; but that 
she could do nothing for herself. She settled in Australia about 
twenty-five years ago, and having married a convict, for many 
years led a life of great hardship, having frequently to sleep in 
the vpen air. However, after a few years’ hard work, she and 
her husband managed to save sufficient money to settle on a 
farm, and subsequently to take a public-house. Her husband 
died, and she then gave way to such intemperate habits as fre- 
quently to lose her reason, She again married, and, her second 
marriage proving unhappy, she drank to ter excess than 
before. until she entirely lost her sight. Having gone to bed 
one night intoxicated, she awoke in the morning unable to see 
the daylight—in fact, totally blind. She consulted various 
medical men in Australia, but obtaining no benefit, she came 
over to England. She complained of great pain over the eyes 
and in her head; that she could not discern any object, every- 
thing appearing to be black ; she could not distinguish features, 
but Sale tock at the sun or the most powerful glare of light 
without being in any degree affected. Upon examination 
under the ophthalmoscope, the vitreous humour and fandus of 
the eyes were so hazy that the condition of the retina could not 
be determined, The eyeballs, however, were more tense than 
natural, 

From what I had observed in other cases, and from the per- 
sistent frontal pain and tension of the eyeballs, I considered 
that she would derive benefit from section of the ciliary muscle, 
and therefore suggested the operation to her, and accordingly 
performed it on the 4th of October, 1863, having been obliged 
to delay its performance in consequence of her having got tipsy 
the day after she consulted me, The day after the operation 
the frontal pain subsided, and whilst under my care it did not 
return. When the ban were removed, four days after the 
operation, she said, ‘* { can now see that I have a white dress 
on, which I could not do before.” In a day or two she 
discern the colours of a carpet-bag, could see the wick of 
burning candle, and tell a silver coin from a gold one when 
held in the hand, and without her touching them. In aw 
after the operation she could tell the time on a church clock on 
the other side of the street; and within a fortnight at one of my 
visits I found her unpacking ber things, and arranging them 
upon the table in her room, and she took several of them up 
and told me their colours, &c. At the end of some fifteen da: 
she went into the City to see her agent, when she told 
clerk what time it was by bis watch, also the colours on the 
floor-cloth, adding that her sight was so much improved she 
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could then see objects which she had not been able to see for 
above seven years. 

Daring the time she was under my care I restricted her to 
two glasses of gin-and-water daily. t unfortunately, three 
weeks after the operation, she went down to Canterbury to 
her friends, and she then took to drinking excessively 
several days; upon one occasion, as I am informed, taking 
twenty-nine of gin between getting up in the mornin 
and going to at night. She returned to town, and su’ 
severely rom deliriam tremens, accompanied with inflamma- 
tion of her eyes, so that ultimately she lost the benefit which 
she had derived from the operation. 

In conclusion, I would add the following extract from a letter 
written to Mr. Hogg by Mr. Hunter, *‘ civil oculist” at Bombay, 
dated 26th October, 1862 :— 

“I have performed division of the ciliary muscle at least 
fifty times during the last three months, in keratitis, acute and 
chronic ; irido-choroiditis ; gl , subacute and chronic, &c. ; 
and must confess the effects have been most marvellous in many 
instances. It has never failed to relieve pain. In some cases 
of — blindness I have performed the ion solely with 
the object of relieving the pain. The first time I performed the 
operation was in a case of subacute gl a, left eye; patient 
a Parsee female, very cachectic ; the blind complete, The 
pain was speedily relieved, and soon altogether ceased. When 
she left the hospital on the twelfth day she could count fingers, 
distinguish small objects, as a pencil, with facility. I desired 
her to come to me directly she experienced any return of pain. 
As I have not seen her for three months or more, I presume she 
has done well. 

** Five weeks ago I an Eq 


rE 
— I took the _ and divided the muscle on the 20th ult. 
 corneitis as well as the opacity were speedily diminished. 
Within a fortnight the sight was useful. He can now count 
capital letters, and the sight is speedily im- 
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GUY’S HOSPITAL. 

INTERNAL STRANGULATION OF INTESTINE, PROVING FATAL, 
AND PRESENTING THE CHARACTERS OF AN OBTURATOR 
HERNIA. 

(Under the care of Mr. Cooper Forsrer.) 

Mr. Ericusey, in the fourth edition of his ‘Science and 
Art of Surgery,” just published, speaks of the occurrence of 
ebturator hernia as extremely rare, and of its existence as still 
more rarely determined until after death ; “in fact, as the same 
author remarks, Mr. Lawrence seems to doubt the possibility 
of the recognition of this complaint during life, in consequence 
of the small size which the tumour attains, and its being covered 
in by and compressed under the pectineus muscle. It would 
appear, however, that at least two instances have occarred in 
which this form of hernia was not only discovered duriug life, 
but successfully operated upon. These were respectively re- 
corded by Mr. Obré and Mr. Bransby Cooper. A few weeks 
back @ case was brought under the notice of the Pathological 
Society by Mr. Teevan, in a dissecting-room subject. On that 
occasion, the president, Mr, Prescott Hewett, related the par- 
ticulars of a case in which a patient with symptoms of strangu- 
lation, and who had a protrusion at the femoral ring, was sub- 


mitted to operation for a femoral hernia, but no intestine was 
found, Death subsequently took place, and at the post-mortem 
examination strangulated obturator hernia was discovered. If 
the following case be a clearly marked instance, it will add 
another to the list of cases of this rare and highly important 
surgical disease, 

Sarah T——,, aged thirty-eight, was admitted on the 24th 
of Mareh last into Dorcas ward. She stated that she had 
always had good health, or at least bad not suffered from any 
bowel symptoms. On the morning of the 20th, immediately 
after going to the water-closet, she felt a pain in the abd 
soon afterwards followed by a feeling of sickness, and then 
the symptoms of strangulation of the bowel. In reference to 
hernia, she said she had had a lump on the left side ; and, the 
inguinal ring being large, it was thought that an inguinal 
hernia might have existed, and a portion of gut enclosed in 
the internal ring. Nothing, however, was done, The symp- 
toms of strangulation went on in the ordinary manner, when 
the day before her death (a few days after admission) an ex- 
a incision was made in the left groin, but with no 
result, 


The autopsy, twenty-two hours after death, made by Dr. 
Wilks, afforded the following results :—Early peritonitis ; vas- 
cularity of intestine, with slight exudation of lymph. About 
half of the small intestine was much distended, whilst the 
lower half was contracted, as well as the large intestine. On 
tracing the two portions downwards, they were found to issue 
from an opening opposite the right obturator foramen. On 
lifting up the coils, a distinct sac was seen, in which lay a coil 
of intestine; and crossing this sac, and adherent, was the 
broad ligament, with the Fallopian tube and ovary. The 

ing or ring through which the intestine passed was about 
the size of the tip of the finger, and the stricture was so tight 
that the intestine could not be withdrawn by using ordinary 
force. It was clear from the projection of the sac, with its con- 
tained intestine inwards, that there was no external sac of any 
size ; and when an incision was made in the thigh down to the 
obturator membrane, no peritoneum was seen. On removing 
the bone and the parts connected with it, and giving it a more 
careful examination, a very small fannel-shaped projection of 
ritoneum was seen at the upper part of the foramen where 
the vessels made their exit. On cutting this ——— the sac 
was opened in which the strictured intestine lay. It thus 
peared as if a small obturator hernia had existed, although 
could not now be felt ; but, in connexion with this, there was 
a larger internal sac. 


ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 


RETENTION OF URINE FROM STRICTURE OF SIXTEEN YEARS’ 
STANDING ; CURED BY HOLT’S DILATOR. 


(Under the care of Mr. Unt.) 


As a good illustration of the effects of splitting up an old- 
standing stricture the following case is recorded. The man 
was treated throughout as an out-door patient. 

W. M—., aged forty-five, a hale-looking man, occupied in 
astable, applied at the hospital on the evening of Nov. 14th, 
1863, on account of an attack of retention of urine of twenty- 
four hours’ standing. He was placed in a warm bath, and two 
of the resident medical officers made re attempts to in- 
troduce a catheter in order to relieve the bladder, but failed. 
Mr. Ure was sent for, and found the man in a state of 
distress from the distended condition of the bladder. He suc- 
ceeded in introducing a very fine gum-elastic catheter, rtm | 

viously withdrawn the stilette. The man was then relie 
EF the withdrawal of a large quantity of urine. He waso . 
to take fifteen minims of tincture of sesquichloride of iron in 
water thrice daily. He returned on the 16th, stating that he 
felt more comfortable than he had done for weeks past. 

He came to the hospital from time to time, and Mr. Ure 
usually was able to introduce a fine catheter. The stric- 
ture was tight and resistant, and of sixteen years’ standing. 
For the five years preceding the patient was much inconve- 
nienced by dribbling of urine, at intervals, both by day and 
night. Eventually Mr. Ure succeede’ in getting into the 
bladder a No. 4 gum-elastic catheter ; and, having accomplished 
this, on April 4th, 1864, he introduced Holt’s dilator, and, 
gliding along the tube a No. 10, split the stricture with ease, 
On the withdrawal of the dilator, a No. 9 silver catheter was 

without any difficulty, and a large quantity of rather 
milky-looking urine ev A trifling amount of bleeding 
resulted from the procedure, 


department, incurably blind of the right eye, the result of in- 
terstitial deposit in the cornea of long standing. The mail 
proving, 

Harley-street, April, 1964, 
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The man had a shivering fit two days afterwards; but stated 
that he was able to void his urine in a much fuller stream than 
he had done for years, and was no longer annoyed by its 
ibbling away as formerly. 

On April 18th Mr, Ure introduced a No. 8 silver catheter 
the bladder with the utmost facility, and afterwards a 


10 
The patient never required to remain in the hospital. 


KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


CASE WHERE A PORTION OF TOBACCO-PIPE WAS BROKEN 
INTO THE CHEEK, AND REMAINED THERE FOR SEVEN 
MONTHS ; SUCCESSFUL EXTRACTION. 


(Under the care of Mr. Henry Smiru.) 


A HEALTHY young man applied on the 8th December last, 
with the following symptoms and history :—His face was enor- 
mously swollen on the left side, and in the centre of the swell- 
ing was an open sore about the size of a shilling. The mouth 
could only with great difficulty be opened to the extent of a 
quarter of an inch. He stated that seven months previously, 
whilst smoking a pipe, it fell out of his mouth, and in recover- 
ing it he jerked his head forwards, and the pipe broke; but 
feeling the pieces in his mouth, he spat them out. A few days 
after this his face began to swell, and became painful, and the 
eartene gradually increasing, he consulted one or two prac- 

ers in a large provincial city, and remained under their 
care for several weeks ; but the swelling and inability to open 
his mouth continued, and at last, in despair, he made an issue 
with caustic in the centre of the swelling himself, hoping by 


done, and that he had better apply 


Mr. Henry Smith at once suspected from the history of the 
case that there must be some foreign body in the cheek, and on 
careful examination there was found to be a minute opening in 
the centre of the swelling in the mouth, just opposite the 
second molar tooth ; and on introducing a probe, it readily im- 

upon a foreign bo'!y. Without delay, therefore, the 
patient was taken into the theatre, and by means of a prebe- 
y, and after some little trouble a — pi 
two inches iong, and entire, was ght away by means 
@ polypus forceps. When this was effected the symptoms 
gan rapidly to subside, and the patient left the hospital in a 


few days. 
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formation in the uterus, The outer part of the clote was much 
discoloured, giving rise to the appearance of a fibrinous lining. 
Dr. Witxs exhibited a specimen of 
RUPTURE OF THE HEART. 


This was presented to the Society for Mr. Roper, of Shoreditch; 
and the prin 


the left ventricle, the coron artery being dis- 

eased, and the muscular tissue pale and There were suffi- 
cient morbid conditions found in the organ to account for the 
ruptare ; but at the same time Dr. Wilks thought that an im- 
verished condition of the blood might have aggravated the 

| a a to muscular degeneration, and that the remarks of 
Mr: Roper before the coroner were quite reasonable : that the 


privation, want of nourishment, proper clothing, and warmth, 
undoubtedly accelerated the fatal event. ‘There was no trace 
of fat in the interior of the body. 

Dr. doubted whether inmanition eould predispose to 
rupture of the heart, This lesion was usually met with in 
persons well fed, and otherwise in good condition, 

Dr. Quan allowed that inanition might produce a general 
weakening and softening of the heart, which would induce its 
sudden stopping ; but rupture was eansed by local i 
of some small portion, and not by general degeneration. 
thought the rupture was produced by disease of the artery 
leading to the softened part of the heart. 

Dr. W1xks also showed some specimens of 

LARDACEOUS DISEaSE OF THE VISCERA, 

consisting of the liver, spleen, and kidneys, of a y man 
who wy hes suffered from this disease. The point of interest, 
was in the fact that on the surface of the liver, where it was 
adherent to the diaphragm, there was a layer of pure lardaceous 
material almost an inch thick. In this no trace of hepatic 
structure was visible, and it thus seemed like a free deposition 
of the adventitious material on the outside of the organ. 

Dr. Wuson Fox believed that hepatic tissue existed in the 
layer described as a free deposit. 

The Prestpent related a case in which a large stone lodged 
in the pelvis of the kidney, and in which the kidney was 
drawn down into the right iliac fossa—not, however, movable. 

Dr. Harwey exhibited a drawing from a case of 

RENAL CALCOLUS, 
The subject was a gentleman aged sixty. Only one kidney 
was affected. A very large number of small calculi were 
found in the kidney, but there was also a very large one, 
which perbaps partially obstructed the pelvis, and probably 
vented the passage of any of the smaller calculi into the 
der. No symptoms had been produced, and the affection 
was unsuspected during life, 

Mr. Squtre exhibited a specimen of the Pediculus Corporis, 
to the presence of which animal he attributed the existence of 
prurigo senilis, 

Mr. Spencer Wetts exhibited some microscopic sections 
from a case of 

CANCER OF THE OVARIES, 
in a girl thirteen. The tumour had grown with great 
rapidity, ba was accompanied by a certain amount of 7 

Another case of the same disease, the patient being 0! 
age of fifty, presented two tumours, one on either side of the 
uterus, The cachexia and great rapidity of growth sufficed for 
diagnosis, and prevented any operation being attempted. 

The third case was also accompanied by ascites, and here 
also the constitutional and lucal symptoms were sufficient to- 
dissuade from ovariotomy. 

OVARIOTOMY. 


Mr. Wetts also displayed a preparation from 
tient who died three days ovariotomy. The pedicle 
been tied, the ligature cut off short and returned into the 
abdomen, The patient died of peritonitis, radiating from the 
tied pedicle. e wound was closed, and no peritonitis 
existed around this. Mr. Wells has, however, pursued this 
course with success in three cases lately, the patients being in 
es and believes that in these cases the ligature 
encysted by lymph. One patient went into the 
country fifteen days after operation. 

Mr. Spencer WELLS also referred toa case in which tubercles 
were found beneath the peri 

tient died five days 

of her relations had died of tubercular 

Dr. Witson Fox described this specimen at greater length. 


Dr. exhibited for Dr. Garrpyen, of Glasgow, 


DISEASED SUPRA-RENAL CAPSULE, 


with bronzing of the skin, or rather dark discoloration. The 
patient came lad fifteen years of age, who had suffered from 
anemia and discoloration of the skin for about a year and @ 
half, followed by pain in the back, diarrhea, aad vomiting. 
The face and whole body was tinged deeply, and in some places 
almost to a negro blackness, The immeiliate cause of death 
was erysipelas of the face. On post-mortem examination, ré- 
cent tubercle was found in the peritoneum, and old tuberele in 
the lung. All the other viscera were healthy, except the supra- 


coat of an ovarian eyat. The 
ovariotomy, of diffuse peritonitis. 
diseases, 
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ee | deceased died immediately from rupture of the heart, but that 
| 
| 
| 
means estroy the tamour. e was told after some time 
that nothing more could be as 
to a London hospital. 
| 
| 
ous casts of the uterus. 
He found the two bodies exhibited to be coagula moulded to 
| 
to starvation. The patient was a woman about sixty years of 
age, and was endeavouring to subsist on a few pence a week in 
lodging ss no fire, and having no clothes to cover 
her, She died suddenly, and there was found a laceration 
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renal capsules, both of which were much enlarged and 


ing 


Mr. T. Surru exhibited an 
ARM AFFECTED BY ELEPHANTIASIS, 


amputation from a young woman aged 
e was not hypertrophied, ani it rather 
liked ligatare bad been tit arond the 
om was referred to Mr. Hutchinson and Mr, T. 


Mr. Hovron showed the 
PETROUS BONES 


from a girl who died from diphtheria, There had been fetid 
from the ears, and the bones were much softened, 

rough, and inflamed. There was universal arachuitis. Mr. 

through the bones, 

Dr. Crsp exhibited some 

WORMS EXPELLED FROM THE NOSE AND FRONTAL SINUSES 


of a girl aged eleven years. For three months she complained 
of pains in her head and over the frontal sinuses, and also in 
— The face, forehead, and nose then became swollen 
sire of everal worm, which were believed te come {fom th 
eral worms, which were believed to come from the 

tal sinuses, They were exceedingly small, about an inch 

Img, and when coted up were. not r than pins’ heads, 
The girl is stil] under treatment in the Westminster Hospital. 
Mr. Masoy inquired if Dr. Gibb had seen any of the worms 


Dr. Gres said that he had seen them come from the right 
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A System of Surgery. By James F.RSE, 
F.R.C.S, E., Surgeon-in-Ordi to the Queen for Scotland. 
8vo, pp. 1386. Edinburgh: Adam and Charles Black. 
Ir a great book be a great evil, then this biggest of books 
‘must be considered one of the greatest of the evils which have 
come under our notice : its unconscionable and unwieldy bulk 
constitutes a veritable grievance which must annoy everyone 
who attempts to take up the book. Indeed, to say “‘ take it 
up,” is te use almost a figure of speech; certainly anyone who 
did so would speedily be compelled to lay it down again, and 
that with aching wrists, It is a new edition of Prof. Miller's 
works on the Principles and Practice of Surgery, which are 
here fused into one monster volume of nearly 1400 pages. 
Prof. Miller's writings are remarkable for elegance of diction 
and for philosophic thought, and the student could not find a 
more eloquent guide to the principles of surgery. The work, 
however, aims at being completely encyclopedical, and totally 
fails. Prof. Miller almost ostentatiously invites comparison 
with the ‘‘ System of Surgery by various Authors,” which is 
Bow in course of completion by a large number of the hospital 
surgeons of London. That comparison, however, we abstain, 
out of respect te the excellent professor, from making. In the 
matter of practice there are few parts of this book which ean 
be considered perfect, and which might not afford room for the 
most damaging criticism. Diffuse and full of dissertation and 
unnecessary details ia many places, in others it is bald, imper- 
fect, aud inaccurate beyoud belief. The surgeon who attempts 
to write a System of Surgery has now no light task before him, 
and it is inconceivable that any man should believe that he has 
overcome that difficulty after having written a book so in- 
complete and unequal in its parts as is this work. Having 
regard to the age and position of Professor Miller, we do 
not wish to subject his volume to that searching review which 
would be necessary to exhibit its shortcomings and defects, 


and which it strongly provokes; bat we may refer, by way 
of example, to the section on Lithotripsy (Lithotrity) as 
one which is so imperfect, so ill-conceived and inaccurate, 
that it would do no great credit to a third-year's student 
well read in modern surgical literature. Again, the whole of 
the chapters on Ophthalmic disease are by far more calculated 
to mislead than to inform. It may give some idea of the in- 
equality of this “‘ System,” that the subject of Amaurosis—in- 
cluding some dozens of varied forms of disease, is dismissed in 
three pages, while Necrosis occupies eighteen pages in one place, 
besides other local sections. The Inflammatory process is dis- 
cussed in seventy-two pages; the Healing process takes five ; 
Sappuration, twenty-two ; Mortification, eighteen. Some 
practical subjects are treated with intolerable meagreness. 
Muscles have no place at all in Professor Miller's pathology, 
and we find no chapter devoted to them-—in fact, no account 
of the diseases of muscles. One would suppose that they were 
not subject to tu lar, cancerous, and syphilitic; and 
in fact had no surgical interest. Under the head ‘* muscle” in 
the index we find a solitary reference to ‘‘ rupture of mascle,” 
On the whole, it is greatly to be regretted that Prof. Miller 
should have juiged it worthy of his reputation to present a 
book so incomplete, and in many places so inaccurate, as this 
“ System of Surgery.” It is rarely fully up to the knowledge 
of the day, and in many places very far behind it. It is nei- 
ther a complete nor a safe guide for the practical surgeon. We 
regret to have to pass a censure so decided upon the production 
of a veteran surgeon, but we could not conscientiously omit to 
point out soch striking defects in a volume of so great bulk, 
pretension, and apparent authority. 


On Re Note, and Treatment of Con- 
ions. Richarp Hopers, M.D. &. Feap. 8vo, pp. 96. 

London : Ghercbill and Sons. 

Iw writing this work Dr. Hodges has shown that he is either 
very much behind the time, or very much in advance of it, 
The author tells us that he has had under his care a great 
many cases of puerperal convulsions, and that he has treated 
them with very great success. The grand remedy has been 

“ At whatever time, then, puerperal convulsions 
may first occur, whether before, during. or after labour, the 
first remedy for immediate adoption should be that of blood- 
letting. Blood is to be taken away freely from the arm, and 
in a full stream; and the operation is to be repeated more or 
less frequently, according as the paroxysms continue to return 
with greater or less violence.” (p. 59.) Then, “‘ after having 
performed venesection, and directed the continuous application 
of cold, and seen the disease subdued or greatly mitigated, I 
am generally in the habit of giving some aperient medicine to 
procure copious evacuations from the bowels, and to attain 
which object I place upon the tongue ten or twelve grains of 
calomel mixed with a little sugar, and give a tablespoonful of 
a mixture of infusion of senna, sulphate of magnesia, and jalap, 
every half hour until the bowels are well relieved.” (p. 70.) 
Again, Dr. Hodges says, ‘* The absence of immediate relief 
must not deter the physician from repeating the operation of 
bleeding :” surely a very unnecessary remark, since every man 
whe is “content to be the servant and not the director of 
Nature,” finding his remedy useless, would naturally employ 
it again ! 

Sach ig the plan which Dr. Hodges wishes us to follow. We 
say “‘ wishes” advisedly ; because the author tells us that the 
physician “* must not go forth with any preconceived ideas of 
his own, or prejudices imbibed from early and long training, 
to grapple with disease in this or that manner;” and it must 
therefore be inferred that he can only properly start with the 
views of the author. 

We shall not say anything about the style in which the essay 
has been written, because the author apologises for this in his 
preface. But we may seriously ask him how he can venture 


’ hard 

masses of a cheesy substance, exactly resemblgg soft tubercle, 

ence of Addison’s disease was diagnosed during life. 
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on the strong expressions he employs in praise of blood- 
letting, when his experience has been so limited. Recol- 
lecting his views, that bleeding is the cure for puerperal con- 
valsions, and that he has had a great many cases under his 
‘care; that a single bleeding is invaluable in pleurisy, pneu- 
monia, or enteritis ; that venesection is necessary, “‘to a greater 
or less extent,” in peritonitis ; that if we only believe convulsion 
is about to take place, blood ought to be drawn, — remembering 
all this, is it not rather surprising to find Dr. Hodges asserting 
that, ‘‘ During the last ten or fifteen years of my practice, I 
have not bled on an average more than five or six persons 
yearly”? Can any other conclusion be drawn than that his 
practice has been much too limited to allow of his coming for- 
ward to dogmatize in the dangerous manner he has done? He 
talks a great deal of nonsense about the physician being ‘‘ the 
minister and interpreter of Nature ;” but he does not tell us 
how this respectable myth expresses herself when she wants a 
vein opened. Mrs. Harris was at least consistent on all occa- 
sions; but Nature must be a fatuous old woman, never know- 
ing her own mind for two minutes together, if we are to believe 
all that authors say about her. 


OUR LIBRARY TABLE. 

Illustrations of Dissections, in a Series of Original Coloured 
Plates, the sizeof Life, representing the Dissection of the Human 
Body. By Grorce Viver Extts, Professor of Anatomy in 
University College, London, and G. H. Forp, Esq. Parts VIL 
and VIII. In these beautifully-executed drawings from nature 
on stone by Mr. Ford, from dissections by Professor Ellis, the 
artistic merits are of the highest order, and, as might be ex- 
pected from so able and experienced a teacher of anatomy, the 
dissections are first-rate. Each part contains two plates, with 
letter- press, and is issued every alternate month. Twenty-five 
parts are expected to complete the work. They are remarkably 
cheap. The present parts display respectively the dissection of 
the dura mater, cranial nerves and orbit, and of part of the 
important surgical regions of the neck.— Parturition without 
Painor Loss of Consciousness. By James Townty, M.R.C.P.E. 
The fourth edition of Dr. Townley’s brochure has just appeared. 
Tn it he describes an improvement in his inhaler, by which the 
anodyne effect can be more accurately regulated during the 
different stages of labour. — Journal de la Physiologie de 
?Homme et des Animaux. Publie sous la direction de Docteur 
Brown-Séquarp, Numero XXIII, Though always somewhat 
late in its appearance, the new number, when it does arrive, 
is well worth having. The present is not behind its prede- 
cessors in interest, It contains papers on Monsters, on the 
action of Aniline and Nitro-benzine, the Homology of the Pelvic 
and Thoracic Members of Man, the Reunion of the Ends of 
Nerves of Different Functions, the Embryonic Development of 
the Muscular Fibres of the Heart, &c., and on the Regeneration 
of Bone. Two plates accompany the present issue.— The Quar- 
terly Journal of Science (No. II., April, Churchill and Sons,) 
contains, amongst other articles, an excellent paper on ‘** The 
Fossil Skull Controversy : Human Crania allied in Anatomical 
Characters to the Engis and Neanderthal Skulls, by W. Turner, 
M.B., Edinburgh University ; and one on the Conservation of 
Force applied to Physiology, by Dr. Carpenter, F.R.S. It also 
includes abstracts of the proceedings of learned societies, 
chronicles of science, and reviews. It is a publication of great 
merit.—Cheltenham and Gloucestershire Ophthalmic Infirmary 
Annual Report, 1864, signed by Joun Davies, Surgeon-Major, 
H.P., is regrettably deficient in scientific details. It has 
no table of cases or results; the few which are mentioned are 
so carelessly described as to be quite useless for any surgical 
purposes.— The Popular Science Review, (Edited by Henry 
Lawson, M.D., No, XL, April,) opens with a short but clear 
exposition of the subject of Printing Telegraphs, from the pen 
of Mr. Culley. An illustrated page accompanies the article, 


giving fac-similes of printing by Wheatstone’s, Caselli’s, and 
Bonelli’s instruments. Woodcut diagrams, also, are inserted 
in the text. The Editor has a good talk on Herrings and Her- 
ring Fishery, whilst Messrs, Henslow and Cooke add other 
natural history articles, Dr. Lankester touches on Proper 
Clothing, Professor Debus on the Absorption and Radiation of 
Heat; whilst last, but not least, comes Mr. Roberts’ Essay on 
** Prehistoric Dwellings.” The usual amount of reviews and 
of scientific abstract make up the monthly quantam of popular 
knowledge. 


Hew Inventions 


Iv alo OF THE 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


A NEW TRUSS, WITH JOINTED PADS 
Tess trusses are designed to keep hernie in place by pres- 
sure from below and upwards, without thigh straps, and with- 
out displacement. They are capable, it is stated, of keeping 
up the most voluminous and the most difficult hernia; a more 
or less energetic pressure may be obtained with them, anda 
direction from below upwards of greater extent than the degree 
of the affection requires, The peculiarities of these trusses are, 
that the whole can be turned around the stem in the direction 
of the arrow, so as to support the bernia from below upwards, 
and that the pad itself is jointed, with a cog-wheel, so as 
to fold upwards, and give precisely that direction and extent 
of pressure which the hand can afford when so placed. The 


invention is one of great ingenuity and simplicity, and the ad- 
vantages which this kind of revolving articulation offers in 
giving a right direction to the support are well worthy the 
attention of surgeons. We know of no other truss which 
seems to fulfil this important indication so well. That of Russ- 
mussen, of Copenhagen, is somewhat similar, but more costly. 
On the whole, we advise inspection and trial of this truss, It 
is patented by Messrs. Biers and Co,, of Paris; and the London 
agents are Messrs. Newbery, St. Paul’s Churchyard. m 


Dr. T. K. Cuampens.—The profession will regret to 
hear that this gentleman, who has been suffering from popliteal 
aneurism, had his thigh amputated on Wednesday. He has 
received the ag attention from his surgeons, Messrs, 
Hawkins and Paget. 

Soctat Science Committers 1x Lonpox.—The Council 
of the National Social Science Association have determined to 
hold periodical meetings of its various sections in London, This 
has resulted from the union of the Law Amendment Society 
with the Association, and the meetings of this Society are now 
held every fortnight at the department of Jurisprudence of the 
Association. The other departments are Kducation, Health, 
and Economy. Already several meetings have been held in the 
Education Department, and next Tnesday the Health Depart- 
ment commences its operations with a paper by Dr. Lankester 
‘*Un the Results of One Year’s Coroner’s [nquests in the 
Central Division of Middlesex.” The Association now occupies 
the whole of the rooms on the upper floors of 3, Waterloo-place, 
and there can hardly be a doubt of the advan to be derived 
from the working of so many branches of science under the 
same roof and under the control of the same central Council. 


The want of a Political Economy Society has long been felt in 
' London, and the Association now offers an oppcertunity to this 
class of inquirers to bring more before the public the 
result of their studies than has hitherto the case, 
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Tue Mepicat Covuncit sits now for the first time in the 
presence of the profession. It seeks no longer to hide anything 
from the knowledge and the judgment of those who have en- 
trusted their interests to its keeping. It has taken the one 
step most necessary to increase its usefulness and to strengthen 
its hold upon the professional mind. Speaking as journalists, 
we can but be gratified at having succeeded in inducing the 
Medical Council thus to do justice to the claims which the 
profession have to a full knowledge of the proceedings of their 
representatives, and of the reasons which contribute to shape 
their policy on the many important questions that come 
naturally under their consideration. The Medical Council has 
recognised the voice of an intelligent public opinion; and the 
concession which it has made is just and dignified. This 
will lend importance to its debates. These are no longer 
mere conversations in a council chamber; but every word 
spoken is an utterance addressed to the reason and the con- 
science of some thousands of hearers, well qualified to judge of 
the value of the measures proposed and the force of the argu- 
ments brought to bear upon them, possessing the critical acu- 
men of educated men of the world, and well disposed to listen 
with indulgence and respect to the words of those whom they 
have themselves chosen to honour. 

Every meeting of the Medical Council will now bear its full 
fruit in the impression which will be conveyed to the minds of 
the whole medical world, as well as in the impulse which the 
measures adopted may give to the elevation and consolidation 
of the highest interests of the general body. The Council will 
gain both in dignity and power by thus becoming in truth the 
Medical Parliament of Great Britain. It owes much to those 
members who have pressed upon its attention the propriety of 
the proceeding, Foremost ameng them has been Dr. ANDREW 
Woop, With less perseverance, ability, and power of utter- 
ance than that gentleman possesses, it would hardly have been 
possible so soon to change the traditional opinions of those who 
opposed publicity—to persuade the doubters, to rouse the apa- 
thetic, and to rally the wavering. Reference to our past pages, 
recording the Minutes of the Council, will show that when he 
first introduced the proposal to admit reporters, it was met by 
& prompt negative. In successive meetings he repeated the 
proposition, and by the cogency of the reasoning and aptness of 
the illustrations with which he enforced it, he diminished the 
number of his opponents, and increased that of his supporters, 
until at last he has the satisfaction of having successfully accom- 
plished this important public service, Amongst those who in 


the first instance opposed the admission of reporters was Mr, 
Syme, but we are glad to say that he has subsequently become 
one of its warmest advocates. The kind of conviction which 
is apart from obstinacy, and consents to be subject to argument, 
or to admit of change, is peculiarly entitled to respect. The 
debate was one of extraordinary length, and it was proposed 
that the whole question should be reopened by reference to 
a Committee; as though it had not been repeatedly discussed 
during the last three years. The President, however, we are 
happy to say, gave his casting vote in favour of the immediate 
settlement of the question, by a resolution declaring that the 
Council judged it expedient and desirable that its proceedings 
should be published, and that a Committee be forthwith ap- 
pointed to consider and report upon the best means of accom- 
plishing that object. We are enabled to print in another 
column the substance of the masterly speech in which, on this 
occasion, Dr. Woop reviewed the whole of the arguments on the 
other side, and showed how little weight could be accorded to 
them. It isa clear and convincing argument, which deserves 
to be placed on record, as showing, in distinct and logical 
sequence, the main grounds upon which it is desirable that the 
proceedings of the Council should be reported, whilst refuting the 
objections which have been urged to that course, Dr. Woop 
justly discourages the idea that reporting will tend to increase 
the cacoethes loguendi, to favour mere declamation, or to bind 
‘timid members” in bonds of silence, In the long ran the 
profession will certainly appreciate most those who show 
the keenest perception of the real objects for which they were 
elected to the Council. In the printed reports of the Council 
meetings, it is chiefly the amount of work done and the good 
sense of those who take part in the debates which will tell 
upon the readers. Mere loose speaking will be discouraged by 
the sense of responsibility which weighs upon those who know 
that their words are taken down, and are liable to keen and, 
perhaps, sarcastic criticism. The readers of the reports will 
always bear in mind that these meetings cost from the general 
purse something like a hundred and fifty pounds a day, and 
they will not be inclined to view with favour speakers who 
may indulge in any vain display. On the other hand, those 
who are truly advocating any useful measure, or who have any 
contribution of value to make to the discussions, will be sup- 
ported and encouraged by the consciousness that a wide, intel- 
ligent, and appreciative circle of readers are waiting to pass 
judgment upon the words and acts of their representatives. 
But it is impossible to look round that Council Board, on the 
fine heads and thoughtful features of so many of the most dis- 
tinguished members of the profession, without feeling that so 
many able and busy men have not left the scene of their daily 
labours to take part in those deliberations with any other 
object than that of serving truly the profession which they 
honour, and that the suggestion of such vain motives and 
childish excess is nothing less than an uamerited insult to 
the Council, individually and collectively, 
82 
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Ir is to be hoped that the Medical Council now assembled 
will review the several clauses of the Medical Act, Experience 
has shown many sources of embarrassment which rest on their 
interpretation. It is undesirable that courts of law should be- 
come the medium of their exposition, and this is best avoided 
by having their meaning and scope clearly defined. It has 
been ruled by the judges of the Queen’s Bench that there is no 
appeal from the authority of the Medical Council when that 
authority is exercised on matters which the law places entirely 
within its discretion. It is, however, essential that the powers 
so conferred be put into operation in accordance with the prin- 
ciples which prevail for the general administration of the 
justice of the country. A man must not through accident be 
deprived of his right, neither can an omission in one particular 
be regarded as a sufficient ground for arriving at a conclusion 
in reference to another and by no means analogous occurrence. 
This was illustrated in the matter of J. P. Sanczant, whose 
name had been struck off the Register because of his non-com- 
pliance with the provisions of the 14th section of the Act, which 
empowers local registrars to communicate from time to time 
with any registered person, and to inquire whether he has ceased 
to practise or changed his residence, In the case alluded to, 
postal errors led to a non-compliance with the provisions of 
the Act, and the name of a practitioner was removed. The 
Council refused to re-register in consequence of other matters 
within their knowledge, A mandamus was issued compelling 
them to do so, the words “‘ should they think fit” being con- 
strued as permissive, and in a matter of public duty obligatory. 
The repetition of such an occurrence might be prevented, were it 
rendered necessary for each registered person, when changing 
his residence, to communicate with the local registrar, under 
the penalty of a fine in case of his omission. The Court held 
it to be an undue straining of the Act to deprive a man of his 
professional status from any cause legitimately within the 
seope of that section. 

The 28th section, which preserves the power of the several 
Colleges to strike off from their list the names of offending 
members of their body, gives the Medical Council the discre- 
tion, ‘‘ if they see fit,” of directing the Registrar to remove 
from the Register the names of such offenders. It is possible 
that, under this section, an antagonism might arise between 
the Colleges and the Council ; such an occurrence is, however, 
most improbable, The 29th section, which provides that me- 
dical practitioners convicted of felony may be struck off the 
Register, extends also to the Council the authority to remove 
the names of those who shall, ‘‘ after due inquiry,” be judged 
by the General Council ‘‘ to have been guilty of infamous con- 
duct in any professional respect.” It would be well if some ex- 
pression of opinion were given as to what is ‘‘infamous conduct” 
within the meaning of this section. We have had illustrations of 
its working, and seen during the last year the expulsion of more 
than one unworthy person. There are, however, many scarcely 
less notorious or “‘ infamous” who still coutinue to degrade the 
medical profession to the level of the vilest of trades, and to 
publish their unworthiness in pampblets prurient and unbe- 
coming. The Medical Council might fittingly rebuke such 
proceedings, as calculated to bring those practising them 
under their severest censure, if not ultimate condemnation. 
Tt has been held that the authority of the Council is unques- 
tionable on these matters; that the Legislature has invested 


them with the exclusive privilege of determining what is, or is 
not, ‘‘ infamous conduct ;” and that the words ‘‘if they see 
fit” apply to their exclusive privilege, and preclude an appeal 
to any other tribunal, It certainly is strange that, notwith- 
standing this power, our metropolis and most of the provincia! 
towns are beset with indecent publications and advertisements 
from men whose names are still permitted to be numbered 
with ‘‘legally qualified medical practitioners.” Toleration in 
such cases is altogether misplaced, and by the public is 
assumed as an argument of professional right. 

The 40th section of the Act, which imposes a penalty for 
“*falsely pretending to be a registered person,” has recently 
received a practical interpretation in our metropolitan police 
courts. It is most desirable that the Council reconsider this 
section, The question of implication ought to be satisfied by 
the taking or using the title of Doctor or Surgeon, unless on 
the Register, for the purposes of the profession. At present, 
doctors who have been degraded, and men with diplomas who 
have never been registered, practise. They have qualifications 
of other countries, and retain their titles. It is desirable that 
the colonial reading of the Act be adopted here, and that the 
omission of the name of a practitioner from the Register be 
conclusive evidence to render him liable, in the event of his 
practising, to the penalties imposed by this section. 

It is also most important that the Medical Council instruct 
the different registrars to take action on such cases, At pre- 
sent the vindication of the law rests with private individuals, 
Apathy or personal feeling may permit or proscribe practices 
which ought to be the special care of those invested with 
authority. What is everyone’s duty is no one’s business. The 
responsibility of vindicating and protecting the honour and 
interests of the medical profession ought not to be diverted 
from those in whom the State places trust, or left within the 
discretion of local practitioners to whom personal motives may 
or may not form the strongest incentive. This, we submit, is 
a matter of grave importance, 

The 55th section of the Act calls for serious consideration. 
What is “‘the lawful occupation, trade, or business” of a 
chemist and druggist? Is it the carrying on of a system of pre- 
scribing such as exists in the poorer districts? So much has 
been written on these questions that we deem it scarcely requi- 
site to do more than direct attention to the meagre and un- 
satisfactory character of the provisions of the Act as applying 
to particulars of this nature. 

We are free to admit that great and material progress has 
been accomplished ; and we believe that the Medical Council 
is deeply impressed with the importance of the trust confided 
to it. We anticipate without any apprehension that the pro- 
gress of events will show that by the co-operation of the pro- 
fession and Council, each mutually sustaining each other, all 
practising the science of medicine and surgery, and those ad- 
mitted to the less distinguished degrees, will occupy a position 
in public confidence as high as it is possible for individuals to 
attain, and will banish from their ranks each one who forgets 
the dignity and responsibility of those trusts which medical 
registration must of necessity imply. 

Tue President of the General Medical Council held a 


conversazione at his house on Tuesday, the 26th imst., which 
was largely attended by the members of the General Medical 


Council, and the leading members of the medical profession in 
London, 
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THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


We mentioned lately the large number of candidates for the 
fellowship of the Royal Society who had sent in their appli- 
cations. The applications were three times more than the 
vacancies which could be filled. Of the fifteen persons who 
will, it is understood, be recommended by the Council, five are 
medical men—namely, Sir Charles Locock, Dr. Jenner, Dr. 
Brinton, Mr. Flower, and Dr. Cobbold. In the person of Sir 
Charles Locock considerations of the favour due to the com- 
bination of high social position, medical eminence, and profes- 
sional services of importance to the highest personage, have 
combined to recommend him for a position to which on purely 
scientific grounds he would not probably have laid claim, There 
are circumstances which in such cases and within due limits 
should have weight; but the memory of old abuses causes 
many to look with a jealous eye upon all such nominations, 
Sir Charles Locock’s nomination will generally be regarded 
with approval, for he is exceptionally and deservedly popular 
in the profession. Dr. Jenner has high claims mainly as a scien- 
tific physician, and the recognition of great eminence in the 
science of Medicine as a just ground of election into the Royal 
Society may be viewed with satisfaction. Dr. Brinton has 
earned his spurs in many fields, As an able, industrious, and 
original physiologist, and as an accomplished physician, he has 
the strongest claims, and may be fairly congratulated as having 
received his due. Mr. Flower is the Hunterian Curator of the 
College of Surgeons, and owes his early election no doubt to 
the friendship of some of the younger school of anatomists 
and the good opinion which, in common with ourselves, they 
have formed of his abilities, hardly less than to the actual 
work which he has had yet time to accomplish. What he has 
done was very apropos to the recent controversies of the struc- 
ture of the brain, and he has given earnest of much steady 
application and scientific power ; but his election will have to 
be partly justified in the future, as no doubt it will be satis- 
factorily. Dr, Cobbold is a well-known and able zoologist, whose 
recent labours in helminthology are interesting and valuable. 


ACTING ASSISTANT-.SURGEONS, 


Tue Director-General of the Medical Department has taken 
that lamentable course which we announced lately as being in 
contemplation, but with the expression of the hope that, from its 
obvious injustice, from the sad confession which it bears upon 
the face of it, and the known disapproval of the whole depart- 
ment, he would not have the painful courage to take. The 
administration of the Army Medical Department has now con- 
fessedly broken down, as we predicted. The work of Lord Her- 
bert has been snapped in two, and all that justice and honour 
and good-will had effected in his hands, and with the help of 
Mr, Alexander, is now jeopardized and ignored by the present 
authorities. The present administration is a self-deciared 
failure, The Army Medical Department canaot get candidates 
by reason of the disgust which it has created, and, what is 
worse, it despairs of getting them. It takes once more the 
worst course in this extremity, and the Director-General has 
issued an order, than do which he had better have resigned his 
office—better have struck his name off the roll of the medical 
officers of the army. In time of war, when the stress upon the 
department is great, and its efficiency beneath the wants of 
the troops in the field, it has been customary to issue appeals 
to the civil profession to supplement the labours of their mili- 
tary brethren. Dr. Gibson now advertizes for acting assistant- 
surgeons to substitute their military brethren, He has seen all 
‘the candidates for military appointments dwindle away: he 


sees his officers discontented and aggrieved at their present 
position and future prospects, His remedy is to call in the aid 
of the civil surgeon to help to crush the military sw He 
cannot have the right stuff which abounded to the hands of his 
predecessor, and was superabundant when his office was de- 
livered to him, so be will try todo without any : try to manage 
an army under-officered with surgeons, by bribing civil surgeons 
to come in without examination to do the duty. We have no 
belief that this scheme will succeed. Dr. Gibson will indeed 
succeed in getting some of the unattached idlers of the pro- 
fession, some of those who were such failures that they could 
not even pass an examination, and so feeble of body that they 
could not pass the physical inspection; but, after getting six 
candidates for the last competitive, what does he expect from 
this new bait? Will good men, fit men, be tempted to accept 
@ position so disgraceful, when by passing an ordinary ex- 
amination they, at least, gain some rank and honour and 
public estimation? Or will honourable and capable men join 
him in this conspiracy against his subordinates? We are 
assured that they will not. We predict the failare as we 
denounce the shame of this last attempt to enlist the civil pro- 
fession in the endeavour to oppress the medical officers of 
the army. 
THE LOGIC OF EVENTS. 
egistrar Rocne mongst t itions in court on 
Monday last was - by Me. Willisen. Frederick Windham, of 
3, Upper Westboarne-terrace, Marylebone, gentleman, lately 
also of Cromer and Norwich, stage coach proprietor, Messrs, 
Lawrance, Plews, and Boyer are the solicitors to sm petition, 
which has been allotted to Mr. Commissioner Fane, The 
bankrupt bas 

There is something very sad in this short narrative, and yet 
the public would have it so, The popular voice was loud and 
indignant in its demand that perfect freedom of action should 
be accorded to the heir of a house not unknown in the political 
history of our country. The youth who started in life with 
every hereditary claim to respect and an ample heritage has 
within two years parted with the home of his fathers, and 
squandered the last shilling of his receipte. We were of those 
who dissented from the view, then expressed by many, that time 
would bring experience and wisdom be acquired equal to the 
obligations of his position. Dr. Forbes Winslow received severe 
censure from the press for venturing to assert that William 
Frederick Windham was “ incompetent to manage his affairs.” 
What does public opinion now say? He pays the penalty of 
his folly! Trae, the unhappy youth must reap as he has been 
permitted to sow. Have those who testified to his “ ability 
and capacity” no self-accusings as they read the above? He 
has managed his affairs, but in what manner? We care not to 
recall those instances that have obtraded themselves upon the 
public, or to repeat stories of midnight debauchery and domestic 
misery, of shameless profligacy and reckless waste. The estate 
is gone. Windham of Felbrigge Hall no longer existe. Prosti- 
tutes and fighting men, sharpers and stable-boys, together 
testify to the soundness of those views and the justness of 
that finding which permitted Windham to divide between 
them his estate. They sing pawans “‘in praise of Liberty.” 
The goddess they worship is, however, a drunken trall. Her 
clothing is of rags ; a cap and bells in one hand, and a broken 
reed in the other, fittingly adorn the image before which the 
plunderers of young Windham bow down. 


THE FLUSHING LUNACY CASE. 


Tr is satisfactory to perceive that the Court of Criminal 
Appeal has refused to confirm the objections raised by Mr, 
HH. T. Cole, the counsel for the defence in the case of Samuel 
Porter, found guilty at Bodmin of the abuse and ill-treatment 
of his lunatic brother. In our previous comments we had anti- 
cipated the decision of the judges, and pointed out the differ- 
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ence between cases in which an obligation was imposed by law 
to support an afflicted wife or child, and the voluntary assump- 
tion of such a responsibility by any person to whom such claims 
did not extend. This view was that on which the learned 
judges based their decision. It will be in the recollection of 
our readers that the indictment was framed under the 16th 
and 17th Vict., c. 96,s.9. It was contended that the case of 
Porter was not within the statute, which applied only to per- 
sons keeping asylums or taking in lunatics for hire. The case 
of the Queen v, Rundell was quoted, which was that of a man 
taking charge of his lunatic wife, where it was decided that 
the husband was not responsible, as the charge was only of a 
domestic nature, The Lord Chief Baron said, ‘‘ the Court was 
unanimously of opinion that the case came within the statute— 
that the defendant had the charge of his lunatic brother.” Mr. 
Baron Martin said ‘‘ he was clearly of opinion that the statute 
applied to this case. He could hardly have supposed such a 
state of things could have existed in this country, but he had 
heard on good authority that there were cases where lunatics 
had been kept chained up for years.” The Court confirmed 
the conviction without calling on the opposite side. This is so 
far satisfactory. It is well to know that in the construction of 
Acts of Parliament technicalities will not avail for the purpose 
of evading the law where the spirit has been so essentially 
violated. We augur from this case the most beneficial results. 
There can be no doubt that Mr. Baron Martin’s information is 
not without foundation, and that even now there are many 
eases which would not admit of close scrutiny. It is well that 
it be published to the world, that on behalf of those afflicted 
with mental disease the law will be ever vigilant and prompt 
to punish practices that are not only a gross cruelty towards 
the afflicted, but a flagrant outrage on humanity. 


GENERAL COUNCIL 


MEDICAL EDUCATION & REGISTRATION. 
Session 1864. 

Tax spring session of the Medical Council in 1864 has opened 
it some important subjects of discussion, and is proceeding 
to deal with them earnestly and vigorously. It meets still 
in rooms temporarily lent by the College of Physicians of 
London, which does itself honour by its courteous liberality ; 
but the Council ought not to be indebted to the politeness 
of any corporation for house-room. So important a body 
ought to have a local habitation of its own. It is much to 
be regretted that the Government have not consented to furnish 
accommodation for the General Council in some of the public 
buildings at its disposal. More than one application has been 
made to the Home Secretary on the subject, but they have been 
ineffectual. 

The present position of the Council in the matter is, however, 
undignified, and will require subsequent consideration. Some 
members are disposed to move for an appropriation of the 
funds of the Council for the purpose of providing themselves 
with a meeting-place. At present, they have no roof of 
their own beneath which to hold their meetings, and are 
indebted to the politeness of the College of Physicians for 
the use of their fine Library, in which the meetings are held. 
The Council meets for the first time under the able presidency of 
its newly-elected chief, Dr. Burrows, and with a new Treasurer, 
Dr. Alderson. Dr, Parkes, Dr. Quain, and Mr. Rumsey also 
take their seats for the first time. The questions debated have 
been those which we anticipated last week. The first question, 
it will be seen, was the admission of reporters. After a debate 


lasting a day and a half, this was decided in the affirmative on 
Tuesday afternoon, and official intimations to that effect were 
accordingly issued forthwith. A very long debate took place on 
the question whether the Council should or should not also em- 
ploy an official reporter of its own. This was objected to on the 
score of expense ; but that objection was in the end, and, as we 
think, rightly, overruled. It is proper that the Council should have 
a full and accurate official record of its proceedings, for reference 
in case of need. It is, indeed, probable that their use will be habi- 
tually superseded by the more readable condensed reports of the 
press; but for official purposes it must be desirable to have a 
verbatim record of the language used, even in those digressive 
conversations and familiar episodes which are not interesting to 
the profession generally, and form no essential part of the debate, 
but to which refereuce may subsequently be desired by members 
of the Council. The resolution once taken to invite the attend- 
ance of reporters, it has been carried out in the most courteous 
and obliging manner. And we have pleasure in acknowledging 
the courteous facilities afforded for this purpose. Hence the 
proceedings of the Medical Council on Monday and Tuesday 
appear in Minutes only, those of the subsequent day from our 
shorthand report. The questions of Medical Education, and of the 
revision of the so-called ‘‘ British Pharmacopeia,”’ are now under 
discussion. The former has only entered on its first phase— 
the affirmation of the general principles previously laid down. 
Mr. Syme had no opportunity of presenting the motion of 
which he had given notice on this day. It was expected to 
come on next day. It will give rise to prolonged and animated 
discussion. Dr. Christison has circulated a new pamphlet on 
the defects ascribed to Medical Lecturers, which will influence 
one phase of the debate, and is somewhat in the nature of a pre- 
liminary address on this subject. A document has been printed 
for the use of the Medical Council, showing to what extent the 
principal examining bodies now comply with the recommendations 
already issued. The chief sinners are the College of Surgeons 
of England, who recognise pupilage with a surgeon to a public 
institution, &c., as the commencement of Hospital Education ; 
and, to a practically less extent, some of the Irish examining 
bodies. The extent and ground of these instances of non- 
conformity will, however, perhaps be best ‘understood by atten- 
tion to the statements of the respective representatives in the 
debate. The discussion on Medical Education will last, probably, 
for some days. The matter of the “Pharmacopa@ia” has been 
referred to a Committee. 

The fact cannot be too clearly understood that, for any practical 
end, no “ British Pharmacopaia” can now be said to exist. The 
Pharmacopeia, which was compiled under a divided responsi- 
bility by committees working at great distances, has proved a 
book which, scientifically and practically, is in its present state a 
failure. It has fallen still-born from the hands of its authors, 
so far as London practitioners are concerned ; and there is, at 
this moment, in the shops of the dispensing chemists of England 
few greater rarities than a physician's prescription from what 
pretends to be the national Pharmacoposia. It is worthy of 
note, too, that some of the more glaring errors or accidents of the 
large edition have been silently repaired in the small volume, 
which purports to be a reproduction. The errors which 
we have pointed out in the formule for preparing scaled 
preparations, and of which Dr. Apjohn, in his letter to 
us, decidedly denies the existence, have been partially amended. 
So with aconite and hydrochloric acid. But scores of use- 
less directions and bad processes remain. We shall never 
submit to call hydrarg. chloridum corrosive sublimate, or to 
lose an old infusion of gentian, or to spoil our blistering-paste, to 
oblige the authors of the Pharmacopaia; or generally to put 
ourselves out to the extent of going to school again, until the 
book from which we are to learn is revised and freed from its 
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errors and blunders. We believe that the plan of appointing a 
single responsible editor, whose sheets shall be subject to revision, 
is that most likely to be successful. Unless the Council resolve 
to do some such gentle violence to the paternal feelings of the 
compilers of this book, it seems, from several recent manifesta- 
tions of their misplaced affection, that they will be pretty sure to 
spare the scissors and spoil the child. There is some talk of 
publishing an Appendix of corrections : but the profession will 
not care to be made the whipping-post of the Pharmacopeia 
Committee, by having to read two dull books instead of one. 
They would like to have a correct Pharmacopaia, instead of one 
full of errors and another full of corrections. ‘f the Pharma- 
copeia Committee of the Medical Council are unwilling to have 
this provided, Dr. Billing suggested last week at the College of 
Physicians that it might be a desirable course that that College 
should issue an amended edition of their London Pharmacopawia— 
a proceeding which would of course be, from an imperial point 
of view, far from desirable or respectful, but which might be 
justified by certain contingencies. 


MINUTES OF MEETING, Mowpay, Arrm 251m, 1864. 

Royat Cotiece or Puysicians, Loypox, 
Present—Dr. Burrows (President, in the chair), Dr. Alderson, 
Mr, Arnott, Mr. , Dr. Acland, Dr. Paget, Dr. Embleton, 
Dr, Storrar, Dr. Alexander Wood, Dr. Andrew Wood, Dr. 
Syme, 
grave, Dr. Leet, Dr. 
Parkes, Dr. Quain, Mr. 


The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

The following Committees were appointed :— 

Business Committee.—Dr. Andrew Wood (Chairman), Dr, 
Embleton, Dr. Corrigan, Mr. Rumsey. 

Finance Committee. —Dr. (Chairman), Mr. Arnott, 
Dr. Fleming, Dr. Aquilla Smith, Dr. Quain. 

Committee on Returns received from the Bodies in ae 


oeiret amendment, moved by Dr. Acland, and seconded by 
Dr. Christison,—‘* That a Committee be appointed to consider, 
and to report to the present meeting, the advantages and the 
disadvantages to the business of the Council which may arise 
from the admission of reporters, and to suggest the various 
ways in which (should the Council resolve to introduce them) 
they might be admitted to the Council, Branch Councils, or 
Committees,” 
Second amendment, moved by Dr. Thomson, and seconded 
by Mr. Cooper,—‘‘ That the Council deem it expedient and 
desirable that their ings should be published, and that 
a Committee be forthwith appointed to consider and report 
upon the best means of accomplishing this object.” 
The second t was put to the vote, and the num- 
bers were found to be equal for and against. 
The President then gave his casting vote in favour of the 
amendment. 
Dr. Andrew Wood required that the names for and against 
the amendment should be taken down. ‘i 
rnott, Mr. Cooper, 
Thomson, Dr. Sharpey 


Corrigan, 
i a Com- 
of publishing 
il:—Dr. Thomson (Chairman), 
Alexander Wood, Dr. Apjohn, 


Dr. Smi Loot, De. 


Mr. R 


Dr. . 
Dr. Ale 


consider | by Mr. Syme,—‘* That t 


2. Moved by Dr. Quain, seconded by Dr. Andrew Wood, 
and agreed to,—* That a Committee be appointed to revise 
the a orders.” The Committee to consist of —Dr. 
Christison As hairman), Dr. Storrar, Dr. Alexander Wood, Dr. 
Corrigan, 


MINUTES OF MEETING, Tvugspay, Apri 1864. 


Present—Dr. Burrows (President, in the chair), Dr. Alder- 
son, Mr, Arnott, Mr. Cooper, Dr, Acland, Dr. Paget, Dr. 
Embleton, Dr. Storrar, Dr, Alex. Wood, Dr. Andrew Wood, 
Dr. Fleming, Mr. Syme, Dr. Thomson, Dr. A. Smith, Mr, 
Hargrave, Dr. Leet, Dr. Apjobn, Dr. igan, Dr. Sharpey, 
Dr. Par! Dr. Quain, Mr. Ramsey, Dr. Christison, and Dr. 
Stokes, Dr. Francis Hawkins, Registrar. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed. 

1. Dr. Thomson presented the following report from the 


Committee appointed to consider the best means of publishing 
the proceedings of the Conseil, 


Report. 


The Committee on Publication of the ings of the 
Council met this day, and having considered the matter re- 
mitted to them by the Council, by a majority to adopt 
the following resolutions, and directed the Chairman to lay 
these resolutions before the Council as the report of the Com- 


mittee :— 
1, That reporters be admitted to the meetings of the Council. 
2. That a special reporter ged by the Council to pre- 
@ report of the p ings. 

3. That the Council reserve the power of withholding the 
privilege of admission to reporters whenever the Couneil 
may think fit. Tromson, Chairman. 

[After prolonged discussion these resolutions were separately 
adopted, the first on the motion of Mr. Syme and Dr. Andrew 
Wood, the second and third on the motion of Dr. A. Smith 
and Mr. Arnott. 

Moved by Dr. Parkes, seconded by Dr. Fleming, and agreed 
to,—** That the Business Committee, with the President and 
the Registrar, be appointed a Committee to carry into effect 
the foregoing resolution.” aves ai 

2. Dr. Christison presented wing report Com- 
mittee appointed to revise the Standing Orders. 


The Standing Orders Committee appointed on the 25th inst., 
to revise the Standing Orders of the Council, report that t 
have for the present confined their attention to articles 7, 

9, and 10, section iii., “Order of Business.” They recom- 
mend that these articles be repealed, and that the following be 


substituted 
1 That the seconder of a motion may, if he pleases, reserve 


his 

amendment shall be disposed of before any other amend- 
ment shall be moved. 

3. That such amendment shall first be put to the vote ; that 
if amendment may be moved, 
and shall be disposed of in the same way as the first 
amendment; and so on until no farther amendment shall 


be proposed. 

4. That should every amendment be negatived, the original 

motion shall then be put to the vote, 

5. That if any amendment be carried, it shall then be put as 

a substantive motion, and treated, as to farther amend- 
ments and the right of speaking on it, in all respects as 
an original motion. 

Moved by Dr. Christison, seconded by Dr. Storrar, and 
agreed to,—‘‘ That the report be received. 

Moved by Dr. Alexander Wood, seconded by Dr. Parkes, 
and to,—‘* That the resolutions of the report of the 
Committee on Standing Orders be considered seriatim,” 

Moved by Dr. Alexander Wood, seconded by Mr. Arnott, 
and agreed to,—‘* That the first resolution of the report of the 
Committee on Standing Orders be adopted.” 

Moved by Mr. Arnott, and seconded by Dr. Storrar,—‘“* That 
the second resolution of the report be adopted.” 

Amendment moved Dr. Alexander 
present standin 
to the number of amendments that may 


of | motion, be not altered.” The amendment was 


The motion was then put to the vote and carri 


| 
Dr, Francis Hawkins, Registrar. | 
—Dr. Embleton (Chairman), Mr, Cooper, Dr. Thomson, Dr. 
Leet, Dr. Apjohn, Dr, Stokes, 
1. Moved by Dr. Andrew Wood, and seconded by Dr. R 
Alexander Wood,—‘‘ That reporters be admitted to the meet- — 
r. Quain, r. Dr. Christison, | 
Against the amendment,—Dr. Alderson, Dr. Embleton, Dr. 
g. Mr. Syme, | 
The following members of 
mittee to and 
the proceedings of the c 
Dr. 
xander Wood, seconded by Dr. Stokes 
and agreed to,—‘t That the Committee appointed to 
the best means of publishing the proceedings of the Council be 
that report take precedence of all other business.” 
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Moved by Dr. Storrar, seconded by Mr. Arnott, and agreed 
to,—‘* That the third resolution be aiopted.” 
rave, and 


Moved by Dr. Storrar, seconded by Mr. 
agreed to,—*‘ That the fourth resolution be adop 

Moved by Mr. Hargrave, seconded by Mr. Arnott, and 

to,—‘* That the fifth resolution be adopted.” 

3. Moved by Mr. Arnott, seconded by Dr. Paget, and agreed 
to,—‘‘ That the number of members of the Executive Commit- 
as a four, exclusive of the President.” 

ov y Mr. Arnott, seconded by Mr. 8 and agreed 
to,—‘* That the members of the Executive Committee shall be 
elected by ballot, by means of marked lists,” 

4. Moved by Dr. Andrew Wood, seconded by Dr. Embleton, 
and agreed to,—‘‘That the claims of Messrs. Spottiswoode, 
referred to the General Council by the Executive Committee, 
vane to the Finance Committee, to be reported on 


(Confirmed) Grorcz Burrows, President. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 
Wepnespay, Aprit 27rn, 1864. 
Dr. Burrows IN THE CHAIR. 


The Minutes of the previous meeting were read and con- 
firmed, 

Dr. Quan moved the appointment of a Committee to con- 
sider and report upon the arrangements to be made for producing 
the next edition of the Pharmacopeia. 

The motion having been agreed to, the following gentlemen 
were appointed :—Dr, Christison, Dr. Acland, Dr. Alderson, 
Dr. Apjohn, Dr. A. Smith, and Dr. Quain, 

The Council having resolved itself into a 

COMMITTEE OF EDUCATION, 


Dr. Storrar rose and said ; I beg now to propose that the 
Committee proceed to consider, one by one, the recommenda- 
tions relating to general and professional education and exami- 
nation—those which are contained in the pamphlet before you. 
I think it will hardly be disputed that there is not one of the 
subjecte that have been committed to the charge of this Council 
by the Medical Act, that is of equal importance to this subject 
of education : that whether we look to the medical profession, 
its honour or its welfare, or take a more extended view, which 
I myself would do, of the bearing of the medical profession on 
the well-being of the nation, and mankind at large, one can 
hardly doubt that the subject of education is pre-eminent. 
Five years ago nearly, at the summer meeting of 1859, the 
subject of education was brought forward by me. At that 
time we adopted certain recommendations, on which it is now 
my intention to address you. It would not be an unreasonable 
thing after a lapse of five years that we should review the 
ground, and endeavour to arrive at some conclusion as to the 
progress made, and how far that progress has been in a good 
direction. Some of the most sanguine amongst us, I have no 
doubt, feel greatly disappointed that we have not made greater 
progress than we have. I have no doubt that some of those 
members amongst us who know how exceedingly difficult it is 
to alter the channel of any great question, may be of the 
opinion that it is well that we should advance slowly, and that, 
perhaps, viewing all things together, we may have really 
achieved as great a success as, under the circumstances, may be 
looked for. I think we must all admit, whatever may be the 
difference of opinion, that something has been gained in that 


attention has been called to the necessity of general education ; that 


to the necessity of general education being preliminary to 
professional study; to the necessity of dividing the professional 
examinations in such a way as to make them a more satisfac- 
tory test of the qualification of persons licensed to practise 
medicine. Now, Sir, I think it will also be admitted, that if 
we have not made as much progress as might have been desired, 
it has arisen in some degree from the want of perfect consent 
on the part of the examining bodies, There has been a dis- 


crepancy of opinion as to the expediency of interpreting strictly 
these recommendations, This discrepancy has not arisen in 
relation to any one particular recommendation, but it has 
arisen in reference to several: that whereas, for instance, 
one examining body may approve very highly of recommenda- 
tion No.1, that same examining body may disapprove of 
recommendations 2 and 3, and vice versd, The one wishes to 
be firm in one recommendation and elastic in another; while 
another body desires to be in the very opposite position— 
elastic in one and firm in the other. Now I do not mean to 
say that I have not found some very eager to carry out my own 
personal views with regard to education, but at the same time 
I consider it important to see whether it is practicably within 
the scope of one’s earnest convictions to give something in the 
hope of getting something ; and therefore the spirit in which 
I propose this question is that of an earnest desire, if possible, 
to get all the members of the Council to a common view, or, if 
not the whole, as large a majority as possible, I think pro- 
bably that it will be as well for me to remind the old members 
of the Council, as well as those members who have joined us 
this year, what were the circumstances under which these 
recommendations were called into existence. (Hear.) They 
sprang out of Sections 18 and 20 of the Medical Act, (Dr. 
Storrar here read the two sections in question, and . 
ceeded.) The position of the Council was this: if they 
reason to believe that a certain examining body was admitti 
persons to ise on @ lower qualification than they udged 
expedient, they could call them to task ; and if it woediteme 
desirable, they should be eee to the Privy Council, This 
difficulty presented itself: We pictured to ourselves the per- 
sons from one of the medical bodies whose qualification is, and 
whore course of study was considered to be, insufficient. We 
imagined ourselves saying that. And we pictured to ourselves 
also that body saying—** But in what are we deficient? What 
are we to do? Give us a standard; point out to us all we 
have to do, and we will endeavour to make ourselves conform- 
able to your standard.” The Committee also pictured to itself 
i e want a standard for ourselves. Before we can reply, 
we must have made up our minds what was the proper stan- 
dard. Thereupon we thought it a convenient thing to endea- 
vour to establish some kind of scale of qualification which 
should be applicable to all, general in its expression, and which 
should be a standard to guide the judgment of this Council, 
and also a standard to guide the judgment of the various ex- 
amining bodies of this cil. When we went further into 
this question, we saw how exceedingly difficult it was, parti- 
cularly taking into consideration the practice which had sprung 
up in these three kingdoms, to lay down one system. We saw 
not only that it was necessary to surrender something to cus- 
tom, but we saw also this: there might be a positive advan- 
tage in attaining a considerable amount of latitude, believing 
there was an advantage in the existing system hitherto in 
practice. On that account we determined that our standard 
should be expressed in as general terms as possible. We divided 
our work into three heads, First, the head of general educa- 
tion; that is to say, general education and examination for 
general practitioners. Then we proceeded to the consideration 
of professional education and examination ; but our attention 
was more particularly turned to professional examination. 
There was hardly anything done with regard to professional 
education. All that was suggested was that the age of twenty- 
one be the earliest age at which any professional licence 
obtained ; and that four years of study be required 
after the examination in general education. We confined our- 
selves, I say, to ional examination. When we had 
completed this w 
being brought up, that no notice had been taken of the profes- 
sional and general education necessary for proceeding 
to higher degrees in medicine; and with a view to 
jection we made a minute in our report. We pri 
at a future sitting of the Council, to turn our attention to a 
consideration of what was required for the o gd qualification. 
But it will also be remembered that a doubt arose whether, 
under the Medical Act, we had power to deal with the ques- 
tion of general education of a higher degree, The matter was 
submitted to the law officers of the Crown, who decided that 
we had no power to do so; and therefore our duty was entirely 
limited to the work we had been engaged on in the first in- 
stance—namely, the standard of general and i eda- 
cation necessary to those persons who were to practise in the 


an objection was raised, on the report. 
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ordinary denomination of general practitioners, This standard 
to which I am referring we had recommended, and transmitted 
to all examining bodies in the kingdom, in order that they 
might know what the minute of Council was on this subject. 
And | wish to lay considerable stress on this word ‘* recom- 
ion,” because an inference has been deduced from it that 

recommendation” was equivalent to regulation” or rale 
as if we, the Medical Council, had authority to enforce them, 
But I wish it to be distinctly understood that our power of pre- 
scribing rales under the Medical Act is an entire mistake, All 
that we have authority to do is to represent to the Privy Council 
any of the shortcomings of the examining bodies, and we un- 
dertake to measure their shortcomings by the standard which 
we had remitted to the several examining bodies under the 
head of Recommendations, in order that they might know what 
our standard is, That is, as near as I can give, the explanation 
of our intentions; and J think it is so important to keep witbin 
the fe tang’ committed to us under the Act, and not to strain 
anything, that I have taken the liberty to be a little urgent on 
this particular point, Now it has appeared to me, as I have 
said before, that it was exceedingly desirable at this period that 
we should to consider w there were any of those 
features of the standard which could be or ought to be 
improved in any way—in fact, that an opportunity should be 
round this table to ventilate his own 


a8 a sort the questions which are con- 
veniently placed before us for the arrangement of our discussion. 
That is the spirit in which I wish to present them before the 
Committee; and without detaining it any longer, I beg to 
propose that the Committee proceed to consider, one by one, 
the recommendations relating to general and i eda- 


cation, 

Mr. Syme said he was sorry he could not support the pro- 
posal of Dr. Storrar. The recommendations were agreed to by 
the Council at a time when they intended to enforce them ; 
but it was known that one of the bodies had refused to comply 
with the recommendations, and the Medical Council resolved 
not to against that body, and not to report it to the 
Privy Council. That being the case, those recommendations 
had lost their force ; and it was only last year that it was agreed 
that the period of force had , and the age of persuasion 
begun, erefore it would be a waste of time to consider the 
recommendations, Another ground of objection was the pre- 
sent state of education, and he thought it desirable not to 
ceed in the existing condition of that question. The Medical 
Council should endeavour to ascertain if there was anything 
imperfect in medical education, and they should obtain from 
men who had been engaged in teaching, such information as 
they desired. He moved as an amendment—‘ That the 
Council now consider the whole subject of medical examination 
with a view of preparing a report.” 

Dr. Ayprew Woop, in seconding the amendment, wished 
to guard himself against being thought to be one of those who 
have abandoned the Medical Act as a enactment and was 
content to use the Council as an engine merely of ‘‘ moral 
suasion.” It was his decided opinion that if ‘‘ moral snasion” 
was a sufficient lever with which to move the licensing bodies, 
and to accomplish the great object of establishing efficiency 
and uniformity of education and examination through the 
different of this country, then no Medical Act was re- 

t was not the fault of the Council that the Act was 


e Act meant was clear; what it had accomplished was some- 
thing different. Why were the edacation clauses introduced into 
the Act? The object of the measure was to remove invidious 
Privileges which existed previously, to do away with injurious 
monopolies, and to put all parties on an equal footing ; but at 


the same time that it created this boon and these useful 


had such a course of study and such a system of ed i 
as approved itself to the Medical Council. 


to grant their quaiifications on a lower scale of study, 
lower standard of educatiov, they would be doing grie 


come 
; and 
started 
i, by g recommendations as regarded pi 
fessional education, and also ination of 
them. Although the body he had the honour to re 
were 


; and if the Council had firmly on that occa- 
, and had shown less vacillation (he did not mince the 
had carried that before the Privy Council, 
have been in a condition to say exactly what 
It was sai 
ir powers, ( 
Privy Council they could 


bodies to perform its duty—tbe Royal College 
of 
sion 


It a 

education anew. (Hear.) 
been discussions outside those walls: there had 
sentations that lectures were overdone, and that 


them a basis on which to proceed ; but he thought i 
i i principles of medical 


It was a mo strous pity for them to go back to a system 
recommendations whic had proved a failure so far. (Hear.) 


ld carry out their notions of what was for the benefit 
public and the profession. He did not wish to enforce 
the recommendations at once; but, having drawn up 
let it be sent to the different licensing bodies, 


measures = = = = it 
a means of enforcing a certain, fair, and just amount of edu- 
cation and examination throughout the oo ey and it was 
evident to him, if the Act did not mean to enforce this equality, 
this uniformity of education and examination, that the privilege 
of uniform practice throughout the three countries would re 
and could not, have been granted. What was the object 
the educational clauses? As + the public they were a 
safeguard to prevent any of the licensing bodies from granting 
| 
| licensing emseives, objec was a 
| should be justice and fairness, because by allowing some bodies 
jous in- 
ng 
ot 
: pure and simple, from a spirit of loyalty to the Council. They 
views, to — oo if possible, into concurrence with the | were led into a trap, for they found otber bodies did not — 
views of the whole or a majority of the Council. I should be | the regulations ; and amongst those bodies they fonnd that 
very reluctant to be suppdsed to be desirous of disturbing the | College of Surgeons did not adopt them. He singled them out, 
framework of these recommendations. My feeling is that the | not invidiously, but because they had been the chief parties 
more the general scope of these recommendations is considered | mentioned in the discussions that had taken place on the sub- 
the more they will be found conformable to the object which | ject; thus enaig Se body he agomaented and—more impor- 
the Council had in adopting them. At the same time, while I wae oe ee ic, at a great gery What was the 
express my own opinion, and desire them to be the work of the | result? His College, and other colleges and bodies, when they 
Council, adopted and fixed till altered, yet I think the most | saw what was done, or rather what was left undone, by the 
convenient way of engaging in the important question we have | Medical Council, resolved what they thought right in their 
before us now, will be to take these various recommendations | own eyes—that they would not suffer the injustice which 
appeared to be inflicted on them ; and they gave up following 
some of the recommendations which they had adopted. Mr. 
mat 
the 
thei 
had 
| the 
| they wished them to do, and so they could have enfor t 
regulations and have established uniformity. If the Privy 
Council would not have backed them, and had said they were 
overriding their powers, they might then have either used 
** moral suasion,” or have taken a bolder and more straightfor- 
ward course: they might have gone to Parliament to get the 
ol powers. He mentioned this matter lest there should 
| be any mistake as to his reason for seconding the amendment, 
entilate the 
There had 
been repre- 
was not 
| enough time for practical observation, On the other hand, it 
rey a said chet lectures were not overdone, and that all 
pair ot and various remarks had been made on all the dif- 
| ferent branches of medical education, Those discussions gave 
education should be going on out-of-doors, and that the supreme 
Council of the medical profession, which had been appointed 
for the very purpose of regulating medical education, should 
| not give the subject a free ventilation within its walls. (Hear.) 
indifferent in the powers it gave: that Act was brought in | they could lay down such a scheme of medical education as 
Tite, bodies who were represented at the 
oe ee as a sort of compromise, and, like 
most compromises—for which he had the greatest abhorrence, 
—the consequence was that the Act, instead of settling the 
question whizh agitated the profession for thirty years, could | be ventilated freely, and then next year they could come toa 
only be looked on as a transition Act of Parliament. What | calm and deliberate conclusion as to the report to be issued, 
Let them no longer recommend, desire, and do nothing, but 
take the steps which the Act enabled them to take ; or if the 
present Act did not give them power, then let them go to 
Parliament for a new one, (Hear. ) 
The amendment having been put from the Chair, 
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Dr. Storrar said he could not see any difference between the 
inal motion and the amendment. 
r. Syme objected to the minute as it was drawn up. 

Mr. Arnott: | am reluctant to speak at this of the 
ings, particularly having regard to the un nate 
of temper in bringing the name of the body I represent 

i It is unfair to say that that body was the 


ery lapse of time might have 
served to satisfy some of the members of this Council that 


bodies, They acknowledged they had not adopted your recom- 
mendations, and some sent their reasons. (Hear.) Some did 
not think it necessary to send their own d ti yes 


that is the word which is used. And I ask, is it right 
r 


rom those of others, they are condemned? It is my im- 
that they do not know what tolerance is. (Laughter. } 
is like a matter of religion. Two hundred years ago they 
thought the only religion by which you could go to heaven-was 
byterianism, and they sought to impose it on the country. 
the lower class there is not a more worthy or more intel- 
ligent set of genilemen : 
to a degree. So as 


from doing it if we think it right. 

compromise, (Hear.) There must be compromise. It is im- 
possible that any public business can be carried on without it. 
Are we always to have extreme views? Is that the way to 
carry on the business of the world? Sir, we ought to adhere 
to principles—not to details. (Hear.) Then it is said that the 
Privy Council are in fault. Do you suppose that the Govern- 
ment of this country will readily grant this board powers to 
ride over the educational systems of Oxford and Cambridge? 
Not for one moment will they do so. If you frame resolutions, 
and go to get 


er, he says that it must be represented in an official letter 

you have a certain consent ; and if you have that consent, 

he says, I will not be satisfied with that. The learned gentle- 
to observe that the Council might be of con- 


man 
siderable service without havi ji ers (hear), and 


hoped to show there was a mode of getting rid of it 
ing compelled to do so, 


a report i 
of education, (Hear.) He comms otherwise 


without sin, let the ive of that body be the first to 
cast the stone at the College of Surgeons of England. Still he 
objected to much that fell from the representative of that body, 
His speech was a vehement attack on his countrymen, which 
was natural to a naturalized Scotchman in England, (‘* No.”) 
Whenever he heard a man abuse Scotland, he was sure that 
that man’s grandfather was a Scotchman. (Laughter.) He did 


Mr. Hanorave said he found no fault with Mr. Arnott for 
being warm on this occasion. Since 1862 the College of Sur- 
geons had been a marked College: there was a constant charge 
against it, They came forward and fairly stated they could 
not comply with the recommendations, and it was known they 
had declined to carry them out, It was not just to be flinging 
dirt against the College of Surgeons, which had been done for 
the last thre years. ‘The apple of discord should not be thrown 
on that table. He expected they would have arranged the 
question in the most regular and perfect manner. He would 
support Dr. Storrar’s motion, because they could enter on the 
question immediately, and bring the matter to a successful ter- 
mination before the session was over. 

Dr. Pacer wished to say one word, which would not have 
been necessary if these proceedings were not Mr. 
Arnott had illustrated his argument by asking the Council to 
consider whether the Privy Council would enforce their regula- 
tions in opposition to the Universities of Oxford and Cambrid 
The members of the Council need not be told it, but the publi 
in general who might read the speech of Mr, Arnott mi 
infer that the body he had the honour to re t (the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge) had been defaulters in regard to the 
regulations, That was not the fact. The practice of the Uni- 
versity was in conformity with the regulations of the Council. 
In fact, if one body more than another had complied with the 
regulations, it was the University of Cambridge. 

Dr. Emsceton hoped Mr. Syme would persevere. It would 
facilitate the business of the Council if the recommendations 
were revised, and no doubt they would get through it sooner. 
It was absurd to suppose the Council had power to enforce 
them on the different bodies in Schedule A. Under the 18th 
section of the Act they could obtain such information as they 
might desire with regard to the examination and education. 
It seemed to him the power of the Medical Council over the 
various bodies was only a general controlling power; the legis- 
lature had given power to those bodies, and the Medical 
Council should take care not to infringe too much on those 
liberties which had been purposely allowed. They ought not 
to enforce the stringent regulations in every particular on any 
of the bodies, unless they were in such a gross position that 
they could not carry on their examinations. 

Dr. ActanpD thought that a great deal of time and labour 
had been expended on these documents, and he did not think 
they ought to be reflected on as being entirely useless. | 
He thought it very unfortunate that so many remarks \ 
be made throwing discredit on the past ings of this 
body. Their late President (Mr. Green) paid great attention 
to educational questions, and was known to be askilfal thinker 
(if be might say so) in that department of knowledge. He 
bestowed great attention on that document. A great deal of 
time had been wasted, and these recommendations must neces- 
sarily be adopted in some form or other. After making some 
suggestion as to the best mode of discussing any 
alterations, the learned gentleman concluded by expressing & 
hope that the resolutions might be adopted without much 
further observation. 

The Cuarrman then put the amendment of Mr. Syme, when 
there appeared 


Majority .. ... 


For the amendment... ... 
Against 


commence their 
. SHARPEY the motion. 
Dr. APJonN said the University of Dublin would not be able 
to adopt the resolution in its present form. 
Some discussion ensued, in which Drs, Apjohn, Aquilla Smith, 


nna 


e cause of the recommendations not being brougbt into use. 
I think that the grounds stated by Dr. Storrar for reconsidering 
this matter are very valid. Four or five years ago you framed | meaning of those words ; and if they had such an instrument, 
certain lations. Since then there have been a number of | by all means let them use it. 
sou qantas who it may be supposed had brought further| After a few words of explanation from Mr. Syme and Mr. 
information, They brought new views—improved views—ou 
bat of being altered. I think they are capable of great amend- 
ment. These letters on the subject were ceived to different 
medical bodies. You wanted a return from those medical 
condemn the practice of the College of Surgeons of London. | 
That College had for years adopted a certain mode of education | 
which was most essential in the education of youth. You put 
that aside altogether. If you do not choose to do it yourself, | 
de not interfere with others—do not pretend to prohibit us 
; | the whole medical system of England out of your 
own hands, and give it to the Privy Council. And who is the | 
authority with —— to the Privy Council? Do you think | 
the Privy Council care a rush for you? They will ask the | 
man who happens to be their medical adviser, and you are in , 
their hands. I will advise you to hesitate before you adopt | 
that course of going to the Privy Council. Do you think you | 
will carry any om Dt to that effect—to go up there—unani- | 
mously? With regard to the Pharmacopeia, which took several | 
years framing, you found you had no copyright. You go to 
the Secretary of State, and with that disagreeable dislike and | 
disgust that the various ministers have to medical affairs alto- 
worthy | them, (Hear.) There was only one fault to find 
with the preliminary education ; and if they were allowed to 
without 
Dr. ALEXANDER Woop wished to call attention to the real 
question before the Committee. There was no doubt they 5 
must to-day, or at a very early period, enter on the question ira Soe 
of professional and general education. Two plans had been 
proposed, but he did not quite agree with either. He thought ll 
best way would be to appoint a small committee, who a: leelcans 
The original motion was then put and carried. 
Dr. SrorraR then moved the first recommendation, ‘That 
all students pass an examination in general education before 
mendations, which had been laughed at on all 
.") They had been —_e at at that table, 
and a stronger mode of 
Ley could not conceive. With regard to non- 
the recommendations, if there was one body 
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Andrew Wood, Mr. Arnott, and others took part, as to the 
practice in the University of Dablin. 
Dr. Curtstison hoped that the resolution would be passed 


in its integrity. (Hear. ) 
Mr. Rumsey pointed out that the words ‘‘ examination in 
ral education” might mean such an examination as, for 


rae the Cellege of Preceptors would require. It was a 


je tyne matter; and if something different was meant, 
it shoal be ex differently. 
Dr. Arex. Woop asked why those who introduced the sys- 


DR. ANDREW WOOD'S SPEECH AT THE 
MEDICAL COUNCIL, 
ON THE ADMISSION OF REPORTERS. 


Tux following is the substance of the speech made by Dr. - 
Andrew Wood in moving that the Council resolve to admit 
reporters from the press to their meetings :-— 

Dr. Ayprrw Woop said: Ever since the Medical Council 


tem of imi examinations abandoned it now? He ob- | was constitated under the Medical Act, I have never ceased to 
pass are being left open in favour of this regu-| be of opinion, and to express strongly that opinion, that its 
i discussions ought to be reported for the press, I have no hesi- 


tation in ascribing a very considerable part of the an 
of the Council to the fact of its sitting in secret. It is 
strong belief that the Council would have stood better 

he profession at this day, and would have exercised a more 


discussion, 

Dr. AcLanD said he had listened to the various 
and he had endeavoured to frame the resolution in such a wa 
as would probably meet the wishes of the various speak an te | the 
read thus: “ That all students pass an examination in vis ongets 
to be included under the head of general education prior to the 
date from which the commencement of their professional 
studies is to be reckoned.” 

Dr. Arsoun still considered that would not meet the case of 
the Dublin University, 

Mr. Syme objected to the altered resolution as it came before 
them now in its new form for the first time. 


On a division there appeared 
5 
Againstit... .. .. 12 
ution was put and carried. 


second resolution, ‘That ‘the time of 
professional studies shall be understood to be the time of com- 
mencing stadies at a medical school ;’ and that no qualifying 
body be held to have complied with the recommendation of the 
Couneil which shall allow the oe in general education 
to be passed after the commencement of professional study,” 
Mr. ARNott moved that the words, “ ‘the time of com- 


whether from less shrinking on the part of 
whether from farther experience of the inexpe- 
iency of the system of uninteresting, unsatisfactory, 


may, the fact that .n the second occasion of the motion for 

being t forward six members, and on the third 
oceasion (last year) ¢ members, supported it, is significant 
of the rapid wg of that time when the majority shall 
adopt a course which had better have been taken years ago, 
and which will tend to make the Medical Council what it 


remaining part of the tion be omitted. 


to, 

Tt was moved hy Dr. Parkes, and seconded by Mr. Har- 
crave, ‘*That testimonials of proficiency granted the 
national educaticnal bodies, according to the su list, 
take from, the list.” (Here follows im Re. 

RRIGAN moved as an amendment, was 
seconded by Mr. Rumsry, ‘‘ That 
ryan by the national educational bodies to the 

contained in the third recommendation, be accepted, pro- 
grins ab the fellowing Bagh, Lat, |S 
at least wing subjects : 

athematics, Arithmetic ts the end of decimal fractions, one 
modern language.” 

Pag Parkes suggested an alteration in the original resolu- 


Dr. Parkes applied for permission to withdraw the original 
g accorded, 
CHAIRMAN 
pat 


Dr, ALexaypeR Woop moved, and Dr. AxprEw Woop 
seconded, the following amendment: ‘‘That a minimum 
standard of preliminary education and examination shall be fixed 
by the Council ; that testimonials of Preaek granted by the 
national educational bodies may be admit vided the 
Council deem the education required by them to be sofficient ; 
and that a sub-committee be appointed, to prepare « minimum 
standard to be submitted to the Council for its consideration, ” 

The meeting then adjourned. 


Tus, Geygrat Inrremany. —It is in- 
tended a new wing at the General 

between £7000 and £8000. 


ical 
tions themselves. The first that I shall allude to is this: That 
reporting will encou certain members of the Council, who 
have a cacocthes i, to make speeches still longer than the 
long ones which they are reported (or rather not reported) to 
have been in the habit of making, and that thus business 
be impeded, valuable time wasted, and the expenses of 
Council ner oo great) increased. It would 
long speeches. 
have been a waste of time and money, 
that they have never had the opportunity of perusing them? 
I do not affirm that there may not have been speeches delivered 
in the Council which might with advantage have been curtailed, 
or, if you please, altogether omitted. there eny 


| 
erfal and beneficial influence in administering even so im- 
lect a measure as the Medical Act confeesedly is, had its 
berations been reported from the first. Whatever may 
| e been the feeling out-of-doors on this question, there can 
no doubt that the feeling in the Council itself during its 
y sessions was very general against reporting. This was 
reason why the question was not seriously mooted! duri 
tare Ux of the of tho 
When, three years ago, the question was first brought forward 
in the form of a substantive motion, and put to the test of a 
: division, it received the scantiest possible support, only two 
members having voted for it. Since that small beginning, 
however, a change seems to have been steadily coming over 
the mind of the Council. That is the fact, however it is to 
be explained—whether from deference to public opinion — 
minutes, which has hitherto obtained. Be the cause what it 
~ uC La pe U er 00d me 
of commencing studies at a medical school,’ be transferred to 
the recommendations on professional education ; and that the 
po 
therto has been but in smal! measure—a real power in the 
ofession—a power for good, let me trust, under the influence 
public opinion, In arguing in favour of the motion, it may 
t be amiss to commence by dealing with the chief objections 
ich, so far as lam aware, have been urged against it, whe- 
er publicly or privately. And here I cannot refrain from 
pressing my surprise that the British Mrdical Journal, the 
organ great popular association of the profes- 
n, numbering some two thousand members, has most perse- 
ingly on various occasions taken the unpopular side on this 
lestion, and has done what it could, sneeringly, to di 
admission of reporters. If it speak the sentiments of the 
itish Medical Association in this matter, which I take leave 
doubt, it certainly does not speak the sentiments of the 
fession generally, which have found, | make bold to say, a 
re faithful exponent in the oe Lancer, the lead- 
ing jourval of the profession. same British Medical 
Journal takes care itself to give lengthy reports of the sayings 
and doings of a rag | Association, however respectable, 
such as the British Medical Association is, and inveighs 
strongly against journals which decline to follow its example 
in that respect ; and yet it argues against the expediency of 
a : licity being given to the discussions of the Medical Council, 
ch, under an Act of Parliament, represent the interests of 
whole medical profession, numbering some 20,000, and have 
mitted to them most important functions in connexion with 
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body in existence of which the same thing may not with jus- 
tice be said? I am in a condition, having heard all the speeches 
in the Council since its institution, to affirm that some of the 
very best speeches have been the longest, and would have lost 
by curtailment. 1am also in a condition to say that, for the 
most the members who have spokea at greatest length 
have been very generally the men who heve done most towards 
expediting the business of the Council, whether in the Council 
itself or in committees, and have saved time and money—not 
wasted these precious commodities, My impression is that the 
presence of reporters would, instea’ of fostering tend to pre- 
vent superfluous oratory, and that it would render the speeches, 
if not shorter, at least more to the point ; at all events, it would 
show the ion and the constituencies of what stuff the 
members are made — who are the impeders, and who the 
expediters of business, The second objection is: That re- 
porting will induce members to speak to the profession rather 
than to the Council, Why, I ask, should the representatives 
of the profession not speak in the Council and through the 
Council to the reason and jadgment of the profession, just as 
in a higher sphere the members of Parliament speak to the 
country? Is there anything incompatible in a member of the 
Council combining the persuasion of the Council and of the pro- 
fession together, and that without rendering himself obnoxious 
to the charge of busely seeking to cater for popular applause, 
irrespective of conscientious conviction, or of merely gratifying 
his own paltry vanity, Public opinion and public criticism would 
speedily correct any abuse that might arise in this direction ; 
and if there be such abuses, then infl exerted through 
reports are all the more necessary. The profession, if I mistake 
not, wish to be spoken to, and he who ks to them honestly 
and boldly what is worth being re , even though he finds 
it necessary for perspicuity’s sake to speak on occasions at some 
length, will not be considered the worse councillor on that 
account. But a third objection (one of quite an opposite 
character from the preceding) bas been stated : That reporting 
may tend to gag certain diffident members, not gifted with 
oratorical powers, and may restrain them from giving expression 
to sentiments well worth consideration. On this principle 
reporting should be universally abandoned, in Parliament and 
everywhere else. But reporting, I am persuaded, will not 
prevent the expression of plain common sense, however shorn 
of the flowers of rhetoric ; and it may be doubred how far men 
are qualified for a seat in the Medical Council who cannot, 
when necessary, even in presence of the reporters, explain their 
views on important questions at the Council Board. A fourth 
objection which has been urged is ; That many foolish speeches 
and some unseemly ebullitions of wrath have at times been 
heard or witnessed at the Council Board, and which, had 
they been reported, would have brought discredit on the 
Council. Well, there may have been such things at the Medi- 
cal Council Board, as | suppose there have been, and will be, 
at all human boards; but a very erroneous estimation has been 
formed by the public of the amount of such ldches just because 
hearsay is the most dangerous and least trustworthy of all 
Had those much more truthful reporters—the re. 

porters of the n present, would there not have existed 
a check on these failings of the councillors which might in 
great measure have prevented them ? or even if such a good and 
probable result had not been produced, would there not have 
thus existed a means of showing truly to the constituents of 
members, to the public and the profession, who are accountable 
for these interruptions to the wisdom and calmness which 
should characterize a grave deliberative body ?—and thus con- 
stituencies might be led to send more fitting representatives 
at the statutory period of election. A fifth objection stated 
is: That delicate matters sometimes come before the Council 
which had better be dealt with in private, If this refers 
to the exercise by the Council of their important function 
of removing from the Register the names of persuus who 
have been judged by the Council to have forfeited by their 
misconduct a place gst the bers of an honourable 
ion and the privileges attached to such a position, 

I say that a responsible power such as this—one too 
which, as appears by a recent decision of the law courts, 
cannot be appealed from—is exactly that which ought 
to be mosndieed only in open court, Any other course, indeed, 
is alien to the genius of British institutions, and an iufringe- 
ment of liberty, On such occasions most clearly, if not on 
any other, reporters ought to be present. I do not mean to say 
that there may not be rare occasions on which it might be ex- 
pedient, on public grounds, tu exclude the press; but the Council 
might, very fairly, reserve to themselves such a power. A sixth 
objection, which I once heard raised by a member of the Council, 


is: That the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons exclude re- 
porters, and so, therefore, ought the Medical Council, Even 
were the analogy between these Colleges and the Council as 
complete as the objectors seem to think, it is no reason that 
reporters should be excluded from the Medical Council because 
they are excluded from the Colleges. If it be wrong that 

are excluded from the Colleges, it is no reason why an - 
tional wrong should be inflicted by their exclusion from the 
Medical Council. I do not mean here to enter upon the ques- 
tion whether or not reporters should be admitted to the Col- 
leges, Something may be said on both sides, though, for 
own part, I am in favour of their admission. This, however, 
to say, that the Medical Council stands in quite a different 
category from the Coll being representative in its con- 
stitution, ard legislating for, not a section of the profession, but 
for the whole profession ; dealing with matters which concern 
the interests ot the whole profession, whether taken individually 
or collectively—matters of general interest not only to the pro- 
fession but to the public; whereas many of the matters dealt 
with by the Colleges are only of partial, often only of local in- 
terest, and which, therefore, would very often not be worth 
reporting. Then it bas been said by a member of the Council 
that reporting woul encoursge debating instead of that con- 
versational s yle which is more desirable, as the rule, in 
the deliberations of the Medical Council. But, { ask, are there 
not constantly coming before the Council questions involvi 
great general princi les, which can only be satisfactorily 

after full and free debate, in which every member who so wishes 
it is enabled to state the reasons for the vote he is to give 
lucidly and at length? If there be an evil in long speeches, is 
there not one of an opposite character in too brief speeches, on 
the poet’s principle, ‘* brevis esse laboro obscurus fio”? Is there 
not a risk of the conversational system degenerating into 
twaddle, and is not the tendency of the conversational system 
t» become diffuse, and to take up actually more time, and less 
profitably, than the well- poised and continuous ment con- 
? I mean those which a reporter 


reasons which seem to me to render reporting expedient as 
regards the proper influence of this Council. That 

was meant to be a powerful body I infer from the fact that its 
constitution was laid great stress on in all the discussions which 
preceded the passing of the Medical Act, and was, in fact, one 
of the t stumblingblocks in the way of the passing of any 
Act, That having been got over, and the Council having been 
established, it became that Council to exercise its powers in 
face of the profession as the only means of securing that confi- 
dence which it ought to and which even under this 


does little or nothing at a very great expense. 
probably just, but in other 


that interest which from its position it might be expected to 
awaken, It is the general rule in this country that all repre- 
sentative bodies should deliberate in public. The Medical 
Council is a representative body, and as such should have its 
proceedings re ; and this all the more because of the 
nature of the functions which it is called on to perform: such 


. 


| 
would deem worthy of reporting; for, fortunately for 
readers no less than the speakers, reporters are not in the habit 
of reporting indiscriminately all that men vp A ages to say. 
I trast that [ have now satisfactorily refuted all the objections 
which I can find to have been raised against reporting. Let 
me now more briefly say a few words in regard to the cogent 

| imperfect Act it might possess, but which I am ; to 34 
| it does not possess, At all events, this [ may say—that it 
| not popular with the profession; that they complain that it 
| than they are able to accomplish, but this the profession cannot 
| understand so long as the proceedings of the Council are to a 
| great extent hidden from them, or only revealed in the form 
of misty, bald, often inconsistent, often unintelligible Minutes, 
which form reading so dry and uninteresting that few care to 
peruse them, Thus the Council does injustice to itself, is liable 
to be misunderstood, and fails to awaken in the profession 
the Register, without appeal, the names of members of the 
profession, and thereby f mame Be them of status and patri- 
monial rights ; (2) that of toa certain extent controlling the 
licensing Codise by establishing a minimum standard of study 
and examination, and of representing them, when they do not 
come up to that standard, to the Privy Council ; and (3) that 
of taxing the profession within certain limits, and of expending 
a large sum of money so raised, The direct powers of the 
Council doubtless are limited; and some of its members con- 
sider that their powers, such as they are, ought to be exercised 
chiefly in the way of what is called “ moral suasion,” How is 
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«moral suasion” or any influence whatsoever to be exercised 
the Council outside its walls unless its members speak out to 
? What amount of suasion does 


Correspondence. 


“ Andi alteram partem.” 


BRITISH PHARMACOPGIA. 
(LETTER FROM DR. APJOHN.) 
To the Editor of Lancer. 


Sim,—In the number of Tue Lancer for the 27th February 
(brought within a few days under my notice by a friend) there 
appears a report of a lecture on the British Pharmacopeia, by 
Mr. Redwood, Professor of Chemistry and Pharmacy to the 
Pharmaceutical Society, which has certainly created in me 
some degree of surprise. I am very reluctant to engage in 
controversy of any kind; but several of Mr. Redwood’s state- 
ments are 80 erroneous and so unjust that, as a member of the 
Pharmacopeia Committee, I feel it my duty to give them a 
public contradiction. I freely admit that it is the privilege of 
every individual to criticize the work to which I have referred ; 
and I know that such criticisms, when conducted by compe- 
tent persons and in a proper spirit, are calculated to promote 
the public good. In the present instance, however, doubts may 
I think be reasonably entertained whether the qualifications 
essential to a successful critic have been exhibited. 

The first comments of Mr. Redwood are directed against the 
new process for liquor acetatis ammonia. He thinks it should 
have been made with a dilate acid, and that this should have 


THE 


strong as its 
aceticum dilutum; and every chemist knows that an 
saturation of an acid is more easily accomplished by an 
t is true that when li 
ammoniz is used, i 
acid, and bence the lecturer entertained his auditory by de- 
of Mindererus as ‘* but the ghost of 
** like other ” lacking ‘‘ the 
original.” otwithstanding the 


spirit, and that the absence of carbonic acid does not deprive 
it of its ‘* essential medicinal qualiiies.” Before concluding his 
remarks on this subject, the lecturer delivered himself of two 
statements neither of which is founded in fact—namely, that 
distilled vinegar bas an ‘‘ agreeable flavour,” and that the 
acidum aceticum is ‘‘rarely free from sulpburous acid.” 
Vinegar cannot be distilled (except under diminished pressure) 
without acquiring an empyreumatic odour; and in the strong 
acetic acid (sp. gr. 1044), though I have often looked for sul- 
phurous acid, I have never been able to detect a trace of such 
impurity. 

On the subject of acetic acid, Prof, Redwood seems deter 
mined to be always in error. 
of 1850 was published, he asserted, also at a meeting of the 
Pharmaceutical Society, that the glacial acetic acid could not 
be prepared by the process given in that formulary. This was 
a great mistake ; but having found it to be so, he had the man- 
liness to retract his criticism very shortly afterwards, and to 
admit that he had fallen into error, On the process of the 
British Pharmacopeia he has pronounced an equally erroneous 
judgment when he asserts that ‘the monohydrated i 
acetic acid cannot be obtained at all by the process given. 


will in process of time, no doubt, find that he has been 
precipitate, and will, I hope, not forget to admit that even in 
imental matters of a simple kind he is not infallible. 

the of dilate acid bio ose wasting 
precision. It is not true, as he alleges, that one fluid ounce of 
acidum aceticum dilutum of the British Pharm ia is neu- 
tralized by 96 grains of oxide of sodium, for the quantity 
actually required is 102] grains. He notices, too, apparently 
with dissatisfaction, that the of this acid is not the 
same with that of the dilute mi acids, forgetting that its 

gree of dilution was a necessary consequence of making 
it a substitute for distilled vinegar. 


Prof. Redwood to convey that this omission was the result of 
i on the part of the Pharmacopeia Committee ; but 
exch to bio cementing, B cag thet aot 
highly of his candour. He is quite right in his statement 

of the British ia i i 


he 
in 


2 
3 


operation. 
On the acidom nitricum there are several remarks by the 
as that it is too strong, difficult to make, and 
inconvenient to These are loose and unsupported asser- 
tions, and I pass by with a simple contradiction. This 
acid is easily made, easily kept, and is required in the labora- 

not su 


FE 


is may, for aught | know, be true of London, bat it is cer- 
not trae of Dublin. In this city it is quite notorious 
certain of non-arsenical acid is manufactured for 


A 


directi 


F 


in p. 406 
‘ foding 
Marsh’s test, would answer an im- 

would soon cause a non-arsenical 


enter the market. But, with the views ex- 
rofessor Redwood in relation to its impurity, it 
difficult to understand why he should be opposed to 
purification of the commercial acid. Surely be cannot 
thiok that a liquid containing the oxides of arsenic, alkaline 
and earthy sulphates, and, in addition, sulphate of lead, and 
very frequently sulphate of iron, is suited for medical use ; or, 
ehould be be of such opinion, he cannot expect that many 
members of the Faculty will concur with him. Some method 
of purification would seem to be indispensable, and it is not 
denied that the plan proposed in-the British Pharmacope@ia 
will accomplish this necessary object. But sach plan involves 
the distillation of the acid, and the lecturer informs his audi- 
tory that this is ‘‘a most difficult operation” —one, in fact, so 
formidable that he cannot recommend any yoy to undertake 
it. Now, in opposition to this criticism, | beg to state that 
for thirty years I have been in the habit of distilling the com- 
mercial acid two or three times each season; and that by atten- 
tion to the directions given in the Pharmacopeaia, and the use 
of a gas lamp with a circle of jets, I have found it to be an 
operation which can be completed with facility, and on: in the 
performance of which accidents are of very rare occurrence ; it 
is also an operation which is essential to the obtaining of a 
product sufficiently pure for medical use, for in no other way 
than by distillation can the acid be deprived of the saline im- 
purities which it includes, It is trae that when the acid ig 
diluted sulphate of lead separates, but it has not been proved 


il 


He | that the separation is complete ; and, at all events, dilution’ 


or can your system of published Minutes exercise? You ought 
to be under the influence of public opinion yourselves, and you 
ought to guide and reflect public opinion. This you cannot do 
sitting in secret. them, in 
fulfil your mission; you cannot hope to interest, much less to 
influence, the profession ; you cannot hope to satisfy them or 
to gain their confidence,— so long as you exclude them from a 
P From what precedes, it will be readily understood with what 
—_—_—_—_—_—_——e—ee gusto the lecturer seizes upon an op unity to en u 
This process was taken from the Dublin Pharmacope@ia ; but, 
through some inadvertence, the direction for the application of 
_— asand heat was omitted. It would seem to be the intention of 
of the late Dr. Gregory, of Edinburgh ;” but he w : 
to have a very imperfect notion of the object of certain 
as to dilute the oil of vitricl, and then permit 
it was poured upon the salt. This is certainly 
alleges, to prevent the development of sulphar- 
order that the entire of the sulphuric acid may 
ded at once without producing a frothing over 
HEE 's of the matrass or retort. It is quite marvellous 
to find a professor of pharmaceutic chemistry so much in the 
dark in relation to the necessary details of a simple and well- 
In a rambling commentary on the acidum sulphuricum, 
which he commences with a series of interrogatories not re- 
quiring any answer, Prof. Redwood hazards some statements 
of a rather startling description. In the first place he alleges 
oil of vitriol cannot be had which is destitute ofgrsenic, 
peen saturated, not With the ronge ig 0 0 
with carbonate of ammonia. The Pharmacopeia Committee, 
however, having decided upon a solution over five times as use from Sicilian sulphur ; though by much the greater 
|| of what is made contaivs arsenic, in consequence of 
} been derived from pyrites. I may, however, observe 
HE thongh his allegation 
| ~Pharmacopaia, 
indicated by 
rpose, for the 
pressure of metaphor with which they are here assailed, 
members of the ee analin9 Committee still believe that | 
acetate of ammonia is the essential constituent of Mindererus’s 
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will not remove the other salts present in the commercial acid, 
Mr. Redwood, indeed, does not appear difficult to please in re- 
lation to the purity of medicines; for in the instance under 
consideration suggests the question, ‘‘ Is the improvement 
roduct worth the cost of the production?” On this 
o not hesitate to avow that his views and those of the 
Pharmacopeia Committee differ widely; for the latter consi- 
dered it their bounden duty to provide as far as possible, re- 
gardless of cost, for the absolute purity of therapeutic agents ; 
while the Professor of Pharmaceutic Chemistry seems quite 
satisfied with sulphuric acid containing arsenic, sulphate of 
and several other foreign matters, It is certainly much 
to be regretted in the interest of the public that doctrines of 
this kind should be taught ex cathedrd, and addressed to a 
meeting of the members of the Pharmaceutic Society and their 
shopmen and apprentices. 
Professor Redwood has other objections to the acidum sul- 
uricum of the Pharmacopeia, He admits that a pure pro- 
may be obtained ; but, notwithstanding this, he asserts 
that oa ne = the expectations of those who de- 
vised the process. On this point he must permit me to sa 
that he is much mistaken, The Pharmacoposia Committee = 
tended to obtain a pure acid. This was their main object ; and 
I submit that as they have succeeded in this object, they have 
achieved the purpose which they had in view. But the pro- 
duct, where noticed in the Materia Medica List, (p. 7,) is, we are 
reminded, called monohydrated sulphuric acid ; and the lecturer, 
referring to this designation, alleges that ‘‘it (the acid) will 
not realize this description when obtained by the process givea.” 
Allusion is, no doubt, here made to the enpeinets of Marig- 
nac, who found that the concentrated oil of vitriol of commerce 
contained, associatad with 40 parts of sulphuric anhydride, not 
9, but 9°77 of water, and that it is therefore not absolutely 
monohydrated, but a constitution represented by the 
very unusual Neo og 13 HO, 12 SO,. This slight excess of 
water beyond the single atom is, according to Marignee, also 
present in the distilled acid ; but, beeen the Committee 
certainly did not deem it necessary to introduce any modifica- 
tion into the formula, HO, SO,, usually given in books, If this 
be an error, [ trust it is a venial one. They have followed the 
safe example of Professor Miller, who, while giving in his able 
work (vol. ii., p. 168) the results of the experiments of Marig- 
nac in a note, ibes in the text the concentrated acid as a 
“definite hydrate, consisting of one atom of acid and one of 
water. 


As the i vity 1°846, the correctness of 
taken with an Oersted balance and weights, with an accurately 
adjusted bottle, and at the temperature of 60°, and that the 
mean of four separate experiments was 1‘$457. The density of 
the true monohydrated acid may be, as Bineau represents it, 
1°842, but with such acid the Pharmacopeia Committee have 
certainly had no personal acquaintance ; and indeed, according 
to Marignac, it can only be obtained in small quantity, and in 
virtue of very difficult manipulations, The upshot, then, of 
the doings of the Pharmacopwia Committee in relation to sul- 

uric acid is the following :—Knowing the commercial acid to 

impure, and believing that ite impurities rendered it unfit 
medical use, they have given a process for effecting its 
purification, They have assigned to the product the specific 
gravity yielded by experiment, and they have not thought it 
necessary to alter the formula still assigned in standard works 
to concentrated oil of vi riol. 

At the close of his laboured critique on the acidum sulphu- 
ricum, Professor Kedwood asks ‘‘ why should we be required to 
use a stronger acid than the ecid of commerce, which is strong 
enough for any purpose to which it is applied in medicine ? 
This question is very easily answered. objection was not 
to the stre of the acid of but 
impurities ; but in carrying out process for removing 
the strength is slightly augmented. This latter (the increase 
of strength) is an incident, not the object of the process. Will 

fessor Redwood point out what possible inconvenience can 
arise from the acidum sulphuricum of the poeia con- 
taining in a given weight a little more absolute acid than 
occurs in oil of vitriol of commerce ? 

Our censorivus lecturer has no disparaging observations to 
make on the solutions of the alkalies, ammonia, potash, and 
soda, except that, in the case of the first, “‘the difference 
(between it and its predecessor) is so small that one wonders 
why there should be any difference.” The difference, however, 
is not so trifling as it is represented. The liquor ammonize 
fortior of the Loudon harmacopeeir (specific gravity 0852) is 
said to contain only 30 per cent, of ammonia, while the 


analogous preparation of the British Pharmacopeia contains 
325, although its specific gravity is higher. The former state- 
ment is quite erroneous, as may be seen by referring to the 
Table of Carius, which shows that ammoniz liquor, with 
density 0 852, includes, not 30, but about 36 per cent. of ammo- 
niacal gas. It is fit to notice here and admit an error in 
page 17, which has escaped Mr, Redwood. A fluid drachm of 
the liquor ammoniz fortior requires for saturation, not 102, but 
93 measures of the volumetric solution of oxalic acid. 102 
measures are nearly the amount of acid required by the liquor 
ammonia of specific gravity 0882, and the latter was the 
strength first selected by the Committee, which will explain 
how the test of strength came to be incorrectly stated. 
The essay on salt of tartar (a 
name for the carbonate of 


preparation, Th 
this salt Professor Redwood adm 


error has been committed in assigning 
salt the formula KO, CO, + 2HO, and not writin 
KO, CO, + 15 HO. This is mere trifling, and he must 
been much at a loss indeed for is of attack when he 


easily worked, and having on numerous occasions repeated 
them successfully, I affirm that the scaling can be effected in 
the manner described with facility and certainty. 
duced on the great scale, these preparations 5s ee 
than if made in small quantity in a chemical laboratory, but 
this is a matter in which the Pharmacopeia Committee feel 
comparatively little interest. It is, however, a point of moment 
in relation to the sale of medicines, and apothecaries and 
druggists naturally attach importance to it. 

We come now to a preparation in discussing which the Pro- 
fessor manifests an unusual amount of prejudice, and hazards 
statements which he cannot sustain. It is well known to 
medical practitioners and pharmaceutic chemists, that the 
sweet spirit of nitre hitherto in use, and which has been gene- 
rally prepared by the London process, contains either no nitrous 
ether at all, or but a mere trace of it. In fact, the action of 
the acid on the spirit does not commence unless the distillation 
be carried beyond the point at which it is directed to cease— 
viz., when forty ounces of spirit have yielded a distillate of 
twenty-eight ounces ; and should, contrary to the direction of 
the London i process be continued until the 
acid and spirit react o eagh other, along with the ether a 
considerable amount of aldehyde will be produced. Working, 
then, with the London process, and attending to the directions 
given in it, the product is virtually nothing but rectified spirit, 
the odour of which has und a very slight modification. 
When, therefore, Professor Redwood alleges that the spiritus 
z'heris nitrici of the London process ‘‘ might contain any quan- 
tity from a mere trace up to probably seven or eight per cent. 
of the nitrous ether,” I deny the statement on the evidence of 
direct experiment. A member of the Pharmacopewia Com- 
mittee, however, conceived that he could supply the defect in 
the London process, and, after numerous preliminary trials, he 
proposed a method of easy execution, and yielding a product 
always including nitrite of ethyl, and almost entirely free from 
aldehyde. The proposed was submitted by the London 
Branch Pharmaco) cia Committee to a distinguished chemist,— 
Mr. Warrington, director of the laboratory at the a, 
Hall,—and having been reported on favourably by him, it was 
adopted. Now, to this which consists in simply dilut- 
ing acidum sulpburicum with rectified spirit, and distilling the 
mixture with nitrite of soda, Prof. Redwood objects on the 
mistaken grounds stated in the following extract :—‘‘ The 
nitrite of soda produced by the of the British Pharma- 
copeia will be a variable ; end’ the of 


ashes) might have been spared, for the merest tyro in chemistry 
must be aware of the source whence it is procured, and of the 

| e normal amount of water in 
its to be two atoms ; but never- 
: rere in the preparation its water 
| often reduced to 14 atoms, or thereabout, he seems to think 
the 
ve 
was 
obliged to eke out a lecture with such a style of criticism. Car- 
bonate of potash may be prepared, by a suitable regulation of 
the heat employed, with any amount of water less than two 
atoms. I have examined lately three specimens of it, one of 
which contained 1°57, a second 1°73, and the third 184 atoms 
of water, That it is occasionally found with 1°5 atoms, or a 
smaller quantity, I do not doubt, but it is then a partially de- 
composed alt, and has been deprived of «portion of ie norma 
water of crystallization. Wi: it not be an abuse of chemical 
gah to deny ify any of these carbonates by a distinct 
formula? 
The observations of the lecturer on what are called the 
scaled preparations I dismiss with the assertion that they are 
destitute of foundation. The processes for these medicines are 
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nitre produced from it is not likely, therefore, to be uniform 
in composition or quality.” Two positions are here made, 
the second of which certainly follows from the first. The first, 
however, I am in a predicament to prove is not correct, so that 
the condemnation pronounced by Prof. Redwood on the new 
spirit of nitre is a deduction from a false premiss. 1 have fre- 
quently prepared the nitrite of soda of the British Pharma. 

ia, and have determined on three different occasions the 
awonnt of actual nitrite which it includes by measuring the 
volume of nitrogen it evolves when boiled with a solution of 
sal ammonie ; and the results,* which differ from each other 


amount of nitrite in it is very nearly constant; and we are, 
therefore, I apprehend, justified in conclading that the sweet 
spirit of nitre derived from it will include a nearly constant 
per-centage of nitrite of ethyl. This, I am sure, Prof. Redwood 
will admit to be a legitimate inference ; for, in his published 
discourse, he says: ‘* The process I have no doubt would be a 
very good one if we had the means of carrying it out as intended,” 
means are surely as certainly supplied by a mate- 
rial including a constant proportion of nitrite, as by an abso- 
lutely pure salt. 

There are some other remarks by Prof. Redwood on this 
subject which scarcely require to be noticed. ‘I have (he 
says) compared it (the new sweet spirit of nitre) with the pre- 
paration made by the London Pharmacopaia, and I certainly 
prefer as a more agreeable spirit ;” and, in another 

, he *“*under the most 
beoumiile circumstances, has yielded a sweet spirit of nitre 
which the public, who are great consumers of it, have generally 

” The directions of the London process are very 
precise, and I cannot guess what the favourable circumstances 
are of which mention is made, There is, however, no difficulty 


; and there is reason to believe, and also to regret, that 
ic icines are those in greatest favour with invalids, 

Passing over Professor Redwooc’s remarks on distilled water 
on pyroxylin, and am ready to admit that in the process for its 
preparation erroneous 


diving at great distances from each other, errors of this kind 
scarcely be entirely wanting. I believe they will be 
found not numerons, or of a nature to Jessen in any appreciable 
degree the value of the Pharmacopeia ; and I am not without 
hope that the candid and unprejudiced reader will find in it 
Many improvements, and feel Tittle disposition to join in the 
clamour which some parties, + for reasons best known to them- 
selves, have endeavoured to raise against it and the Medical 
Council under whose authority it has been published. 
I am, Sir, yours &c., 

Dublin, April 9th, 1864, James Arsouy, M.D. 

*,* Professor Redwood is no doubt competent to defend his 
observations. We would point out, however, that Dr. Apjohn 

* The details of the first experiment have been mislaid; but the two others 
have given the following volumes of nitrogen at 60°, and unde 


100 grains of the nitrite of soda of the British Pharmacopeia have been used 
in each experiment :— 


Experiment 1.—Gave of nitrogen... ... 32°50 cubic inches, 
The weight of the 33°64 cubic inches of nitrogen —S eae and assuming 
it to proceed from the reaction exhibited in the equation NH,O, NO; =4 HO+N,, 


the corresponding weight of nitrite of soda will be 24°98 
+ It is fit to state that there is no intention whatever of grouping Professor 
Redwood with the parties here alluded to. 


admits that the new liquor acetatis ammonia does not contain 
carbonic acid, and is therefore less agreeable than the old, 
which is mainly what the former gentleman alleged. As to the 
strength of the nitric acid, there can be no doubt that it is 
excessive and inconvenient: the Pharmacopeia was compiled 
for the purposes of pharmacy, and not for those of the Jabora- 
tory. Dr. Apjobn dismisses the objections to the formule for the 
scaled preparations with the assertion that they are destitute 
of foundation, We can assure him that he is wrong, and that 
they are well founded : for example, the temperature ordered 
is destructively high, As to making spiritus «wtheris nitrosi 
from nitrite of soda, the idea was a good one, provided this 
substance could be obtained in a state of anything like purity, 
but this Dr. Apjohn admits is not the case, Under the most 
favourable circumstances, the nitrite of soda made according to 
the process of the Pharmacopeeia contains at least seventy-five 
per cent. of impurities, which entirely vitiates the tests that 
are given. ‘Che product is anything but what the Pharma- 
copeeia describes it: NaO, NO, Asa general rule it will be 
still more impure; and its composition will always be variable, 
for the reasons we pointed out in our seventh article. The 
spirit will certainly contain nitrous ether, derived partly from 
the undecomposed nitrate, partly from what nitrite happens 
to be present. The product is therefore subject to variation, 
and the theory of the process to a great extent breaks down. 
—Ep. L. 
THE HANWELL AND COLNEY HATCH 
ASYLUMS. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srm,—I am obliged by your good opinion, but I take leave 
to complain again of your “‘ inaccuracies,” In the first place, 
it is hardly fair to say that by the course which I have taken— 
that is, by espousing the cause of my much-slandered asylum — 
I ** indirectly advocate the uation of such blunders as 
Colney Hatch and Hanwell.” No one, believe me, can be 
more sensible than I am of the overgrowth of these two insti- 
tutions. It is one thing, however, to abuse them because of 
their overgrowth ; it is another to try to improve them to the 


being | utmost in spite of it. I have endeavoured to do the latter by 


one of these asylums, in my small measure ; and you are good 
enough to give me credit for the same, It is clear that we 
differ as to the mode and method of improvement; it is equally 
clear, I think, that these who complain so much of the colossal 
nature of the Middlesex asylums overlook the most obvious 
cause of an insane growth, which is not likely to be attained 
elsewhere. 

The difficulty of obtaining land in the county of Middlesex 
and the neighbourhood of London is far greater than in any 
other county of England. It may be very fine and very philan- 
thropic to write about the desirableness of building asylums for 
five or six hundred patients only. But there are others to be 
consulted besides editors of newspapers, medical superin- 
tendents, or even commissioners in lunacy. The ratepayers 
have a right to a voice, and they will say, with mach trath, 
that if Hanwell and Colney Hatch had been distributed into 
five separate asylams, and one more were now to be added to 
meet the growing pressure even upon our limited space, they 
would be much more heavily taxed than they are now, or than 
than they have any right to be. The same advan and the 
same opportunities do not present themselves alike in all coun- 
ties any more than do the same soil or the same salubrity, 
This is specially true in reference to the possibility of obtaini 
five or six eligible sites for large lunatic asylums in the 

itan county. I do not think this circumstance ought 
to be overlooked in discussing and censuring the admitted evil 
of magnitude ; nor do | think that the pointing out the fact 
justifies the imputation of a desire to ‘‘ perpetuate blunders.” 

I still maintain that I have a very large, though not an abso- 
lute, discretionary power in the selection discharge of at- 
tendants. The solitary case which I mentioned of my advice 
to the Committee not being followed may be forced into an 
illustration of your argument. But the case is so exceptional 
that it ought not to be made use of for the purpose of strengthen- 


only in a very slight degree, have conducted to the conclusion 
that this artificial saline compound contains constantly very 
nearly one-fourth, or twenty-five per cent., of absolute nitrite, 
the remaiving seventy-five per cent. being a mixture of soda, 
carbonate of soda, and unaltered nitrate. Although, then, the 
nitrite of soda is not pure (it was never believed to be so), the | 
| 
| 
/ in understanding why the ordinary London sweet spint o 
nitre should be popular, It is, as already stated, nothing but | 
was originally correctly written, the nitric acid directed 
of of 1-42, or that which belongs to 
acid including four atoms of water. At the conference, how- | 
ever, subsequently held in Edinburgh, of members representing 
the several sub-committees, the strength of the nitric acid was | 
raised to that of the acid having the specific gravity of 15; 
and the error has undoubtedly occurred of omitting to direct 
that this stronger acid should be diluted with half its volume 
of water. In relation to this omission Professor Redwood has 
what is technically called a locus standi, and he certainly seems 
thoroughly well inclined to make the most of it. But were he 
in a more dispassionate mood it might have occurred to him 
that in a work comprehending such a multitude of details, and 
for the ~ by the ~ labours of different persons 
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ing your ition. It was but an instance of kindness on the | different. But I cannot admit this. Things would, I assure 
part of t 


Committee, and it did not take place without an 
expression on the part of the Chairman of the value which he 
set upon the opinion of the medical superintendent. You have 
contrasted our system of hiring and discharging attendants with 
that which obtains at the principal county asylums, four of 
which you ially allude to, and one of which—the Essex—is 
: about the best asylum in the kingdom. Now it 
so happens that 1 was at Brentwood a few weeks ago, spent 
the afternoon with my friend, Dr. Campbell, and went with 
him over his admirably managed institution. Of course it is 
only the opinion of one man against another if I say, in oppo- 
sition to you, that I think our airing courts are quite as good as 
his, But what about the hiring of attendants? Dr. Campbell 
distinctly told me that he declined to take the ibility of 
hiring and discharging. He sees beforehand and approves, and 
upon his recommendation to the Committee, (before whom they 
appear,) attendants are taken into the service. So also as re- 
gards discharging. In this matter, therefore, as superintendente 
ar positions are isely the 


Again. You observe: “ At Colney Hatch it is, moreover, 
ot uncommon for an attendant to refuse to submit to the stop- 
page of leave &c, imposed by one of the officers, with the re- 


tainly does not take place on the male side of the house. 
Again. If I abstained in my last letter from noticing your 
remarks about our workshops, it was not because I was insen- 
sible of their injustice, but because I was anxious to confine 
myself strictly to my own department. But you force me now 
into pointing out your unfairness and “inaccuracy.” You 
write: “* The 's work is very deficient in quantity. 
aly one pair of men’s leather shoes made! and no men’s 
leather boots. A well organized asylum ought to make up from 
the raw material all the clothing required.” Now the object 
of this remark is to bring under notice the small measure of our 
industry. But surely it is somewhat disingenaous not to make 
ich has furnished you with these truths, Why not have 
supplemented your telling fact with another one which you 
row compel me to supply, though it was ready and available 
for you at the very time when you made your first extract? 
We made up 528 cloth and canvas boots during the last year ; 
—— $89 boots and shoes, soled and welted 4876, and 
locked and strapped 1598. To suppress this great fact, and 
give prominence only to the other little one, upon which the 
acute critical eye could fasten so eagerly, is something very like 
being “‘i te” — thing very like misrepresenting — 
something very like conveying a false impression of the value 
of our labour in the shaemaker’s shop. In your table it would 
stand at 3s. ; in mine at £283 4s. 8d. The number of onr re- 
pairs is so enormous that we have no hands for new work from 
the artizans furnished from the ranks of the patients. And 
the same remark applies even in a larger sense to the tailor’s 
shop, where the number of repairs in 1863 ran up to 11863. 
To put a new piece into an old garment is often a much more 
troublesome affair to mad fingers than to make a new garment 
altogether. The measure of our industry is the quantity of work 
done, and not the newness of it. Perhaps you will scarcely 
credit me when I tell you that, during the past year, I only 
admitted seven tailors and seven shoemakers as patients. This 
is not a very large number to add to our fluctuating staff of 
artizans, after deducting (more than half) those who have been 
unfit or unwilling to work. All that I can send to the shops [ 
do send ; and it rests er with the medical superintendent 
to subtract from or to mutiply the number of working patients. 


So far, therefore, I am responsible for the inefficiency of which 
you complain, eo Bo are good enongh to say that if the 
workshops were my management things 


would be very 


you, be nothing of the kind; and I have mo desire to see an 

of this institution. Such is Mr. Henderson, our steward, 
who knows his work much better than I do. When we have 

a sewing-machine (as I hope we soon shall have), we shall, per- 
haps, be able to bring up the number of newly made articles 
to the high figure of the Sussex Asylum, where one of these 
valuable machines is in fall operation. ther more articles 
of clothing are made up at the Essex Asylum (one of the model 
ones by which you guage poor Colney Hatch) than here, I am 
not pre to say with certainty, as I have not received one 
of Dr. Campbell's R: s. Kut I have an impression that 
they do not do much t in the way of artizan labour. Nay, 
I have almost a conviction th:t they do not make up the pa- 
tients’ clothing; and I know that a London contractor, who 
supplies us, has with various articles of 
wearing apparel which might be put together on the premises, 
if the medical superintendent thought such a course expedient 
or desirable. 

If, in the last I refer again to the organization of our 
night-watching, it is not with a view of depreciating the very 
excellent and creditable report which you placed side by side, 
for the sake of contrast, with mine. I maintain that for the 
class of patients under my care, comprising neariy 100 “* general 
paralytics,” upwards of 150 epileptics, more than 300 cases of 
uncomplicated dementia, together with idiots and imbeciles in 
the lowest state of physical deterioration, an average of 35 wet 
and dirty per night is a very moderate one. I do not approve 
of the indiscriminate getting up of all patients who are insensi- 
found that in many ways, and various reasons, it does not 
auswer. I may be wrong. But, believing | am right, I act 
consisten|ly and concientiously. 

Thus, Sir, I have endeavoured to point out to as suc- 
cinctly and in as moderate a tone as I am 
the *‘ inaccuracies” of which I complain, to: 
the opivions which I hold, at variance with your own, 1 hail 
your recognition of the im t at Colney Hatch with the 
greatest satisfaction, and | am fully sensible of the kind manner 
la which you speak of myself. But still there are so many old 

ievances to those who embark in a critical spirit upon the 
C subject of this institution: Ever since this colossal 
structure was erected, it has been customary for the medical 
capacity. No one taken up the to defend it, or repair 
the literary breaches which 4:4 woth pri in its walls by the 
sharp arrows drawn from the professional armoury. But while 
I am partly ia charge I shall mount the walls, even if I stand 
alone, and do what I can to repel the assaults which are made 


adaptively and harmonionsly. 
Do regard us, Sir, with as much favour as you can in the 
fature, and we will strive under all circumstances to be worthy 


of good opinion. 
Your faithfoi servant, 
M.D., 
Colney Hatch, April, 1964, 


*.* Owing to the absence of our reviewer we have been 
unable to submit this letter to him, but think it right mean- 
time to print Dr. Sheppard's letter as it stands, without com- 
ment.—Ep. L. 


THE CASE OF INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION AT 
TUNBRIDGE, 
To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 


Srrx,—TIn the discussion at the Royal Medical and Chi 
Society which took place on the 12th instant on a case of in- 
testinal obstruction, my name is mentioned in connexion with 
it; and as | was present at the post-mortem examination (and 
which was only permitted at my urgent request), I feel bound, 
after the remarks made in your leading article, to state the im- 

ression left on my mind by the morbid appearances, I have 
bitherto steadily resisted all controversy on the subject, and 
regretted exceedingly that the friends of the patient should 
have been pained by the premature publication of the case, in- 
volving, as it did, much personal feeling. . 

The account of the post-mortem examination, know 
Dr. Bell in Tue Lancer of Jaly 25th, 1863, is, to the 


to suspend attendants, and send them off the premises, at any | 
moment, until the next Committee meeting. 
‘quest ‘to go before the committee’—a step sometimes ending | 
in the reversal of the proposed puvishment, with what effect | 
on the discipline of the house can readily be supposed.” Speak- | 
ing for the male department, for which alone | am responsible, | 
and with the management of which alone I am acquainted, I 
give this statement the most emphatic denial. Such a circum- 
stance has never occurred, and never will occur, in my time. | 
Regarding the labours of the attendants as very arduous, and | 
of a nature to require our prescribed recreation, I never think | 
of stopping their leave, whatever their conduct may have been, | 
On the score of health alone I decline to do this, and prefer | 
enforcing Gocigine by safer methods I have the power, it | 
should be added, of granting extra leave ; and this I frequently 
do to attendants who have conducted themselves satisfactorily. | 
So that what you state to be of not uncommon occurrence, cer- | 
against us. If departments are here divided by reason of our 
| magnitade (an admitted evil, not now to be rectified) our 
councils should not be divided, and we should learn to work 
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best of my judgment, perfectly acenrate. I have again carefull 
to-day, and can find in it nothing to alter. 
may just add, that no drawing was made at the time, nor was 
avy portion of the intestine removed from the body for subse- 
quent examination. 


I am, Sir, yours faithfally, 
Ferovson Branson, M.D., 
Honorary Physician for life to the Sheffield General Infirmary. 

Baslow, Chesterfield, April 26th, 1964, 

*.* If any corroboration were necessary of the pertinence 
of our remarks on Mr. Solly’s fourth case, Dr. Branson has 
supplied it. Inasmuch as he took no part whatever in the 
personal dispute which so unhappily prevailed in the case, his 
evidence must be considered conclusive as to the post mortem 
appearances, The case in question has far more import- 
ance than that which is involved in the difference of opinion 
so painfully manifested in the late discussion, It embraces 
the whole question as to when and under what circumstances 
the operation of Amussat is to be performed. Assuming, as 
we are bound to do, the correctness of Dr. Branson’s statement, 
it is almost certain that the performance of the operation could 
have been followed by no benefit to the unfortunate patient. 
To assume the contrary, and assert that the patient would have 
recovered if operative proceedings had been resorted to, is cal- 
culated to throw discredit upon the procedure, —Ep. L. 


To the Editor of Tax Laycert. 


Six,—The discussion of Mr. Solly’s paper, relating four cases 
in which Se for the relief of 
obstruction or inaction of the bowels, has again exemplified the 
very unsatisfactory nature of the discussion at the Royal Medi- 
cal and Chirnrgical Society. It is impossible to imagine any 
subject more imperatively requiring the attentive consideration 
of a medical and surgical society. Yet, in the whole of the 
remarks following the paper, very little was said on any of 
those points which constitute the chief desiderata in the mind 
of any surgeon who has really given much attention to the 
subject. Lamentable as the necessity may be, we require no 

that the opening of the descending colon is not ne i 

gerous—we require no proof that in several cases it has 
afforded a temporary relief, or that it is charged with the un- 
welcome condition for a greater or less time of an artificial 
anus. But we do require that we should by careful observa- 
tion have learned that treatment which may be the best cal- 
culated to obviate the necessity of the operation, and a careful 
record that %t has been employed. On this subject very little, 
almost nothing was said. Now nothing is more certain that in 
very many cases the have been ex: 


instances, a confessedly serious, but still 

been converted into one of insuperable difficulty. 

occupy your colamns in this inviting discussion farther than 

to observe that I am prepared to show, (1) that the treatment 

usually employed before the operation is calculated to produce 

the very conditions which render the operation necessary ; 

(2) that a very opposite treatment has been successful in very 
eases, and in which other treatment had signally 

failed; (3) that the obstruction, atony, or inaction of the 

bowel, as the case may be, is seldom, if ever, strictly speaking, 


daty of the Fellows of the Society, the Presi- 
dent for the time being inclusive, if we are ever to confer on 
the discussion of our papers the characters worthy of a scientific 


I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
April, 1864, A Frtiow. 


Manstavenrer Mipwirr.—An inquiry has been 
held by Mr. Frail, the Coroner of Shrewsbury, on a woman 
who had died under the care of Mrs, Steel, a midwife. From 
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ANOTHER painful case of accidental poisoning has occurred in 
this town. Mr. Lingard, of the firm of Messrs, Lingard and 
Merrick, plumbers and painters, having some affection of the 
eye, but otherwise in good health, sent for Dr. Nottingham, 
who prescribed a powder containing James’s and Dover's 
powders, four grains of each, to be taken at bedtime, and a 
lotion for the eye. The prescription was sent to Messrs, Clay 
and Abraham, chemists, Bold-street, and there dispensed, 


creased in intensity ; the mouth was rigidly closed ; and in less 
than an hour from the time of taking the powder he was dead, 
He seemed perfectly sensible almost to the last, 

except in interval of the convulsions, to speak, A post- 
mortem was made the next day, and nothing being found te 
explain the cause of death, the stomach, portipn of intestines, 
liver, heart, , and kidneys were sent to Dr. Edwards 
for analysis. At the adjourned inquest held on the 18th inat., 
after Mr, Harris and Dr. Smyth had given their evidence as to 
the condition they found Mr. Lingard in, and their opinion, 
from the symptoms, that strychnia was the cause of his d 

Dr. Edwards described ifferent tests he had made use 
for detecting the nature of the poison, the tof whi 

little doubt that the medical men were right in thei 

strong confirmatory evidence being afforded by 

Gueell os two frogs and a white mouse by some 

obtained from the stomach and intestines after repeated puri 
cations. A portion of this residue was applied under the ski 
of the frogs, and caused spasmodic convulsions, whi i 

till the animals died four or five hours after. In case 
the mouse, a small quantity was given by the mouth, 
effect was observed for three hours, Then the tetanic cony 
sions came on, and it died in about eight hours, It was elicited 
at the inquest, in the examination of Mr. Whitton, chief 
assistant to Messra. Clay and Abraham, that the bottle containing 
strychnia stood on the same shelf, and next but one to that con- 
taining James’s powder. The prescription was made up by 
Richard Poole, who was present in the court, and stated that he 
believed he had dispensed it correctly. The jury, 

thought different!y, and brought in a verdict “* That John Li 

came to his death by the culpable negligence of Richard Poole i 
making up the medicine ;” this being tantamount to a i 
of manslanghter. The prisoner was admitted to bai 
unfortunate circumstance is more to be regretted 


tions adopted in the d 
of them, in proof of which it was stated that in this case 
iption was handed first to one assistant to copy, then to 
fe Poole, the regular dispenser, to make up, and that he 
the powder and lotion to Mr. Whitton to examine. 
latter did so, taking the cork out of the bottle and smelling it, 
and taking the powder out of the wrapper and smelling that 
also, this being the practice always followed. The error com- 
sisted io keeping bottles containing poison on the same shelf 
with drags in ordinary use, and in ot having labels and corks 
of a particular form and shape for such purposes, At the in- 
quest Mr. Curry, the Coroner, stated he had received for inspee- 
tion a number of patent labels for the prevention of poison 
accident, They consisted of a border of paper covered wi 
rough substance, which felt like coarse sand-paper. The 
cork invented by Mr. Bird, draggist, of this town, and adopted 
by many dispensing chemists, has been found very useful. 
Another fatal case of hydropbobia occurred on the morning 
of the 20th inst. The patient, a man about forty years of age, 
was bitten in the arm close to the wrist by a large dog last 
Four days afterwards the same dog attacked and 


| Soon after taking the powder, Mr. Lingard complained of its 
| extreme bitterness, and said it tasted like strychnia, of which 

he knew the taste. In a few minutes he became convulsed, 
| Medical assistance was at once called in. The convulsions ia- 
| 
very means taken to relieve them, and that in not a few | firm of Messrs. Clay and Abraham stand very high in the eati- 
ee mation of the public and the profession, both for the purity of 

ne to mechanical 0 ruction properly ®0 calied. even in | 

organic disease, but to a —s condition, which [ shall 

not venture to name, but which is demonstrably of a tem 

and relievable character. Should you think this letter poe | 

insertion, I will go into the matter practically with examples, 

= —— | a lady in the cheek and ear very severely. She at once sent 
for Dr. Petrie, who within an hour and a half of the attack re- 

7 7 a moved the whole of the bitten parts, and well cauterized the 

wounds, Though four days had elapsed, and the parts had 

evidence Uakiey, surgeon, eared case | begun to suppurate, the poor man was very 

was one in which proper medical assistance ought to have been | his bitten arm treated in the same way. compliance with 
obtained. He attributed death to avoidable hemorrhage. A | his wish, Dr. Petrie and Mr. Minshull did so, ‘the dog was 
verdict of manslaughter was returned, and Mrs, Steel was com- | shot the same day. On the ISth instant, being an interval of 
mitted for trial. nearly six months, the man not feeling very well, left his work, 
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and on the morning of the 19th was admitted into the Southern 
Hospital with all the unmistakable symptoms of hydrophobia. 
At two o’clock the whole medical staff saw him, and it was 
agreed first to try the inhalation of chloroform. This he could 
not bear, and though he did his best to submit, yet the approach 
of the inhaler produced such violent spasms that it had to be 
discontinued. It was then agreed to try the full effect of opiam, 
for which purpose two grains of acetate of morphia in solution 
were injected by a Wood’s syringe under the skin of the arm 
close to the part that had been Bitten, This was repeated in 
two hours. In another two hours, two drachms of landanum 
were given per rectum. Beef-tea injections with wine were 
also given every four hours, At seven p.M., the thirst and de- 
sire to clear the throat had become greater. He was somewhat 
under the influence of the opium, the pupils were contracted 
and did not act, and he dozed for a few minutes in the intervals 
of the spasms. Some of Burt’s blistering fluid was applied to 
the nape of the neck, and two grains more of morphia injected 
there. At ten p.M., the thirst and constriction about the throat 
‘were more intense. It was now arranged to try the effect of 
wrapping him in blankets wrung out of hot water, and covered 
with waterproof. These for a few moments seemed to give him 
a feeling of relief; but no sensible improvement took place, and 
he died at four a.m. on the morning of the 20th, about thirty- 
six hours from the commencement of the attack. This makes 
the fourth or fifth case that has occurred in this town within 
the last eight months. 

A few weeks ago a poor woman, who had lately arrived at 
Birkenhead, was taken in labour during the night. The hus- 
band went to several doctors without succeeding in obtaining 
one, and so some hours elapsed, When at last one arrived, she 
was found to be moribund, and died in his presence, flooding 
being the cause. A good deal of indignation was excited against 
the profession, because it was stated at the inquest that some of 
those asked declined to go, and the matter was commented upon 
pretty severely. The Medical Society of this town discussed 
the affair, and came to two resolutions upon it: one of which 
‘was published in Tue Lancer for April 9th; the other was— 
**That a committee of the Medical Society be appointed to 
consider the best mode of administering medical aid to the 
casual and necessitous working-classes, in addition to the chari- 
ties already in existence for that purpose.” This committee 
submitted the following resolution at the last meeting of the 
Medical Society :—‘‘ That a deputation be appointed to wait 
= the Managing Committee of the Ladies’ Charity with the 

w of ascertaining how far it would be practicable to obtain 
from their institution medical assistance in casual and urgent 
midwifery cases.” The discussion on this resolution was post- 


A meeting was held at the Town Hall on the 16th instant, 
age over by the Mayor, to consider the best means to be 
en to raise funds to erect an hospital for the reception of 
suffering from infectious diseases, ‘The following reso- 

tions were agreed to :— 

“1. That the constant presence and recent increase of infec- 
tious diseases in the town evince the urgent necessity for the 
founding of an bospital for the reception and treatment of such 

ients, of all ranks above the pauper class, whose separation 
their homes would afford the best safeguard against the 
danger of the spread of contagion. 

**2. That the success which has attended the experiment 
already made by the establishment of the Everton Hospital 
justifies the expectation that such an institution, based upon a 
scale of sufficient magnitude to meet the wants of our rapidly 
increasing population, would, while affording the means for 
e protection to the general health, be found to be almost 

not altogether self. supporting. 

**3, That the Mayor be requested to convene a public meet- 
ing at an early day, with the view to direct the attention of 
the inhabitants to this important object, and to secure their 
general co-operation and pecuniary aid. 

**4, That a subscription-list be at once opened,” 

A subscription of £300, including £200 from the Mayor, was 
announced in the room, There is no doubt there is great need 
of such an institution; and though the one in Netherfield-road 
alluded to has not been made use of to the extent to which it 
might have been, yet that is mainly owing to its not being 
sufficiently known, and perhaps also to the scale of charges 
being higher than many who would have been glad to avail 
themselves of it could afford. These two objections will fall to 
the ground if a much larger building in a healthy locality is 
erected, in which a varying scale of charges can be adopted, 
and if the hospital itself be t more fully before the notice 
of the public, 


The mortality of Liverpool, though still above the average, 
has steadily declined since my last report, The increase of 
deaths for each of the last ten weeks above the ten years’ 
average has been—-90, 45, 49, 61, 20, 24, 22, 24,20,3. The 
diseases in which the increase has chiefly taken place continue 
to be the same—namely, affections of the chest, typhus fever, 
whooping-cough, and measles. 

Liverpool, April 23rd, 1864, 


ABERDEEN. 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

THERE is at present a proposal before the Managers of the 
Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, which, if carried into effect, will 
add considerably to the advantages of our Medical School, [ 
allude to the resolution which has been sent down by that 
Board to an especial Committee “to take into serious consi- 
deration what part of the adjacent ground would be most 
suitable, and what funds might be available, for the p of 
erecting an Infant Hospital in connexion with the institution.” 
Such an hospital is generally felt to be a desideratum, and 
there can be no question that it could be managed best and 
most economically by the present administration, whilst it 
would give additional opportunities to new students for study- 
ing disease incidental to this class of patients. 

Typhus-fever, which is still prevailing, has, during the past 
session, materially interfered with ordinary medical and surgical 
cases. Such visitations are happily of rare occurrence (the last 
epidemic we had was in 1848), and no arrangement could be 
devised to obviate the inconveniences to which they give rise 
while they last. Some fever and small-pox having broken out 
in the medical and surgical wards, many of the patients took 
alarm and left the house; and a good number were prevented 
from coming in for fear of infection. There were three cases of 
small-pox in one of the ophthalmic wards: one after iridec- 
tomy, and another after an operation for ar‘ificial pupil. These 
did well, although they had to be transferred to the fever 
wards on the third day after operation. The third case, 
however, did not terminate so favourably: it was an operation 
of extraction by Schuftes’ method. Notwithstanding the ex- 
tent to which this method has been decried, encouraged by two 

vious successes, where the patients could be out of bed on the 
Fourth day, Dr. Wolfe was indaced to periorm the same 


opera- 
tion by Schuftes’ spoon in a case of traumatic lenticular cata- 


ract with detachment of the iris of two years’ standing. But 
diffused incontrollable keratitis set in, accompanied with exces- 
sive purulent conjunctivitis. -How far the accident is to be 
ascribed to the poisoned atmosphere is difficult to determine; 
the blennorrhagic discharge from both eyes, as after an inocu- 
lation, seemed to point in that direction. In his clinique, Dr. 
Wolfe analyzed to his students twelve cases of artificial 
by iridesis, all of which proved successful, when he a 
high eulogium upon Mr. Critchett, te whom modern surgery is 
indebted for this improvement. He particularly called atten- 
tion to the fact that in neither of the cases, whether one eye 
had been operated on or both, was there the slightest tendency 
to diplopia—an apprehension much dwelt on by classic writers, 
who advise not to operate on one eye when the other is in a 
condition. ‘I am at a loss,”’ he said, how to account 

‘or this precept, except it originated in a desire to shirk an 
operation which was considered duubtful in its results.” 

Professor Simpson’s plan of acu has been tried in 
three operations by Drs, Keith Pirrie, but the results are 
by no means encouraging. There are decided disadvan 
connected with this procedure—as, for instance, the diffi 
of pinning the artery when situated in an angle of the flap,—so 
much so that both these surgeons, after fifteen mioutes’ trial, 
had to resort to the ligature for securing the main trunk. 
There is, further, the disadvantage of putting the patient under 
chloroform the following day for the removal of the needles. 
The much vauhted union by first intention as a set-off against 
these disadvantages has not been verified in Professor Pirrie’s 
case. To be sure it was a scrofulous patient, with an extensive 
diseased knee-joint, where union by adhesion could 
have been expected, ’ 

The Medico-Chirurgical Society, at its meeting on the 7th 
inst., had under its consideration the subject of ‘* Aberdeen 
Apprenticeships.” A committee, consisting of three profes- 
sors and three leading practitioners, has been appointed to re- 
port st the next meeting of the Society. 

Aberdeen, April 10, 1964. 
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Royat Cottser or Surcsroys or Enotanp. — The 
following gentlemen, having undergone the necessary examina- 
tions for the diploma, were admitted Members of the College at 
a meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 26th inst. :— 

Appleby. Frederick Henry, East ye Notts, 
er, George Benson, 8 
Bond, Thomas, North Petherton, 
Browne, Edgar Athelstone, Notting-hill. 
Bruce, Alexander, Albert-terrace, Kegent’s-park. 
Coghlan, Wm. Boyle, M.A. Queen’s Univ. lreland, Manchester. 
Dove, John Reuben Bathurst, Falfield, Berkeley, Gloucestershire. 
Foster, John Frederick, Guernsey. 
Freeman, Henry Williem, Bideford, Devon. 
Gibson, Kobert Chapman, Fyticld, Ongar, Essex. 
Harris, Heury George Benvenuto, Coombe Down, Semerest. 
Hayward, John William, Seasalter, 
Lower, Nynian Holman, Lewes, Su 
M‘Cready, Edw. M’Conkey, M.B. Trin. Coll. Dub., Birmingham, 
Meiklejohn, Robert Morris, Bombay. 
Rayner, Alexander Clement, Bedford 
Shorland, Edward Peter, L.3.4., Westbury, Wiltshire. 
Siddall, Joseph Bower, LS. = Morton, Derbyshire. 
Smith, Thomas Haywood, Alcester, Warwickshire, 
Turner, John Sidney, Seaford, Sassex. 
Viant, Heury, Totton, near Socthampton. 
Wallis, Albert James, Cambridge. 


The following were admitted Members on the 27th inet, :— 


Adcock, Charles, Birmingham. 

Bullas, William, West Bromwich, 

Corban, Lawrence. Cork. 

Couling, Henry, Kingston Bagpuize. 

Davidson, Charles, Orkney. 

Ensor, Alfred, Dorchester. 

Green, Thomas Henry, Saffron Walden. 

Haines, Richard Wheeler, 1..5.A., Bromegrove. 

Hughes, Jobn Henry, M.D. Queen’ s Univ., A Armagh. 
Langworthy, George Vincent, Modbury, 

Long, Charles Freverick, L.S.A., 

Lush, William George V ‘awdrey, L.3.A., Wilton, near Salisbury. 
M‘Candlish, William, Giasgow. 

Maundreii, Edward, Caine, Wiltshire. 

Madeley, George Henry, Kensington. 

Nason, Thomas Robert, Nuneaton. 

Powdrell, John, L.S.A., Farndon. 


e, Comberbach, Congleton, 
Salter, John Henry, Arundel. 
Simpson, Spencer Henry, Stowmarket. 
— Joseph, Liverpool. 
Wellington, 

ames 

Spooner, William, Southampton. 
Wearing, Allen, Lancaster. 
Yates, William, Richmond. 


Arornecanres’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 2]st inst. :— 

Bain, John Wm, Devereux, Brunswick-terrace, Blackwall, 
Gunning, + sah Edward, Surbiton, Surrey. 

Istance, rd, Carmarthen, 

Murphy, Joseph ‘Carter Neynoe, 75th Regiment. 


Usiversity or Aperpgey.—At the late graduation 
term, the following candidates, after the usual examinations, 
received degrees in Medicine and Surgery :— 


or M.D. 

Davidson, Samuel, M.A., Wartle, Rayne. 

an rt, Wil am Gregory, Colom 
M‘Kendriek, John Gray, Aberdeen. ae 

Copland, James, M.A (Ed.), Edin 
Danlvp, John, L.R.C.P. & 5, (Ed.), Lanarkshire, 
Fraser, John, Grantowo, 
Grant, William, Methlic. 
Henderson, Jaines Foote, Aberdeen. 
Ledingham, James, M.A. 
William James, Kin 

Geo, Chas, RCS. Bristol. 

Yeats, George, Aberdeen 


At the same time the following tlemen were promoted to 
the degree of M.D, :— 


Ross, James, M.B. (H. Hon.), and M.C. (H. Hon.), Aberdeen. 
Clark, James, M.B., Aberdeen. 
or M.B. 
Campbell, Geo, M‘Iver, Honourably 
Farquharson, Robt. Alex., M.A., Ballater. } peumeanse, 
Andrew, M.A, Huntly. 
Botha, Theunis Johannes Cape of Good Hope, 
Burnett, Charles, Alton, Hants. 
Clark, Stewartson, New Pitsligo, 
Dancan, Alexander, M.A., Aberdeen, 
Hector, James, Aberdeen. 
Keith, Robert, Keith-hall, 
Kemp, Robert. Davidson, Aberdeen. 
Macrae, Godfrey Alexander, North Uist. 
Minty, Kennethmont. 
Murray, John, Woodside, 


Pat William, M.A., Aberdeen. 
Shepherd, Peter, Leochel-Cushnie. 
Stewart, William Henry, Grantown. 
Watt, Thomas, M.A., Aberdeen. 
or MC. 

Farquharson, Robert Alexander (Highest honours), 
M‘iver. 

vidson, Samuel Honoarably 
Van Dort, Wiliiam Gregory. 
M'Kendrick, Jobn Gray. Distinguished. 


Kemp, Robert Davidson. 


Murray, John. 
Shepherd, Peter. 

Smith, William James. 
Stewart, William Henry. 


At the same time the following were declared to have passed 
part of their examinations :— 
tken, William Scott. M'Gowan, John 8. 
fi Milne, Robert Moir 
Mitchell, Alex. Gordon. 
Maskett, Edwin B. 
Nicolson, David. 


Grant, Alex. Lyall, 
Grant, James. 


or Mr. Hovesox .—It is stated that the health 
of Mr. Hodgson, the Senior Vice-President of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons, is in so precarious a state as to prevent his 
attendance at the examinations now going on, much to the 
regret of many gentlemen so anxious to have his autograph to 
their diplomas. 


Covurss or Lectures oy THE Histony or Mepictne 
at Parts.—Dr. Daremberg gave, on the 18th instant, the first 
lecture of this course, and will continue it twice a week. The 
lectures are delivered at the C of France, the State insti- 
tution of Paris for the cultivation of the higher branches of 
science, 

New Yorx Sayrrany Farr.—A fair has been 
‘at New York in aid of the fonds of the Sanitary Commission 
of that place. It is to be kept open for a month, and is ex- 
pected to realize two millions of dollars. It is to be 
that the funds will be applied to the purposes for which 
are to be ostensibly raised. 

University or St. Anprews.—The medical graduates 
of this University will hold their first dinner on Tuesday next 
at the London Tavern. Advantage will be taken of the occa- 
sion to present a testimonial to Dr. George E. Day, the late 
eminent Chandos Professor of the University. During the last 
twenty years the medical degrees of the institution have risen 
in public as well as in fessional estimation. Owing to the 
exertions mainly of Dr. Day, the examinations have been made 
to undergo a gradual but steady improvement, and now the 
graduates apeie feel that they have just reason to be p 
of their alma mater. We believe that the University 
will be most efficiently supported, as indeed Dauneotebe 
by provincial as well as by metropolitan graduates. 

Manstaventer sy a Herpatist.—Mr. Hump 
the coroner for Miidlesex, has recently held an inquest at 

ears. It aj red t at the beginning o was 
ill, John Stevens, a h berbalist, was called in, 
who said that the deceased was suffering from fever, and 
scribed a powder and some As he became worse, 
Cumming was sent for, who said that the boy was suffering 
from a diseased hip; but the treatment of Stevens was 
ferred, and after endurin t agony with the hip the boy 
died. Mr. F. J. Gant, o' the Royal Free Hospital, who had 
made a post-mortem examination, deposed that he found all 
the internal organs healthy ; the intestines were congested ; 
the left hip showed inflammation of some duration, and the 
quillleasn at the joint had been absorbed. Death had arisen 
from exhaustion, caused oo great bby, Prato consequent upon neglect 
i rofessor of Chetitry at the 
the stomach and 


Tue Laycert,]} 
¥ 
Paterson, William. J 
Andrew, George. 
Botha, Theunis Johannes, Ledingham, James. 
Burnett, Charies. Maerae, Godfrey Alexander. 
Clark, Sitewartson. inty, Alexander 
Copland, James. 
Fraser, John. 
Grant, William, 
Gray, John. 
Hector, James. Watt, Thomas. 
Henderson, James Foote. Wigan, George Charles Henry. 
Keith, Robert. Yeats, George. 
Evans, Owen. Robertson, Archibald G, 
Findiay, George. Robson, John. 
Fowler, James E. Rodger, James. 
Gordon, William Robert, Scott, Robert John. 
, John. 
Gray, Edward. — Alex. B. 
Jones, Alfred Orlando, Trenerry, Charles James. 
King, George. Whyte, Jobn. 
Knox, John. Wheldon, Alfred Harold. 
M | rson, John. Wuliamson, James. 
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found great inflammation. Upon testing the medicies h he found 

it to be composed principally of cayenne pepper. The evidence 

of both these gentlemen proved that this medicine bad caused 

es irritation and pain, with subsequent vomiting and ex- 

and, added to the pain of the hip, timalily produced 

In support of the treatment adopted by Mr. Stevens, 

Ded, J. A. Coffin, of Montagne-street, Rursell-square, asserted 

es cayenne pepper was the proper remedy to be administered. 

jury returned a verdict manslaughter against Mr. 
Stevens, who was fully committed. 

Poor-Law Mepicat RKerorm Association. — Mr. 
Griffin, Weymouth, requests us to inform the Poor-law Medical 
Officers that in “ Kniht’s Official Advertiser” of the 15th 
inst. it is stated ‘‘ the Select Committee (Poor Relief, England) 
continued to meet on ‘Tuesdays and Fridays until the r 
recess, and have now resumed their sittings. The members 
alone are present when the committee are considering their 
report, and the resolutions agreed to will not be made known 
until they are formally reported to the House, In all proba- 
bility the report will be issued early next month.” Since the 
Ist of April Mr. Griffin has received the following subserip- 
tions in aid of the funds of the Association :-—F. F. Jay, Dep. 
wade, 5s.; F. Davies, Pershore, i0s.; R. H. Whiteman, 
Wandsworth, 5s.; P. H. Banks, Bedford, 5s. ; J. L. Thomas, 
Carmarthen, 2s. 6d. ; T. Stainthorpe, Hexham, 5s. ; FL — 
Wei Hardingstone, Be. ; W. Percival, Hardingstone, 5a. ; 

Chard, £1 Is. ; 8. E. Moreton, Great 
J. Clarke, Barnstaple, 5a. 
4 Corpse Unsuriep.—On Saturday last 
the 23rd inst.) Mr. Godrich, the Medical Officer of Health for 
ington, applied to Mr. Dayman, the police magistrate, for 
powers to compel the of aman who had ¢lied a fortnight 
me tg and whose friends refused the assistance of the parish 
his burial. The case was the more important as the house 
im which the corpse lay was crowded with oceupants, Mr. 
Da said that he had no power to interfere. The 


yman 
remedy would be by indictment, Such a state of the law de- 


Neetect acainst a Sureron.—At a 
of the Carlisle Board of Guardians, held on the 14th inst. , 

a charge of neglect was made against Dr. Wheatley, the union 
surgeon. He had been summoued in December last to a case 
of where, after waiting two hours and prescribing 
for the he left ber in charge of a competent nurse or mid- 
wife, with directions to call him when necessary. This, how- 
ever, was not done, and the case favourably. A 
similar instance occurred more recently with an equally favour- 
able result. The chairman, however, said that, although no 
evil had irregularity, for, if the 
surgeon d not attend personally, he was nd to provide 
pee qualitied practitioner to attend for him, The Board did 
not recognise midwives. The subject ) a dropped, as there 
z. not prado to be any ground for censure. A most 


Svicipe or a Sunczon.—Mr. Walthew has 
recently held an inquest on the body of Dr. F. B. Dixon, who 
had for some time resided with his brother in St. Thomas’s- 
square, Hackney. He committed suicide by severing the 
femoral artery. A verdict of temporary insanity was returned, 


MEDICAL VACANCIES. 
Union— Medical Officer to the ——_ District. 
Union—Medieal Offvers for the Union Workhouse and for the 
No. 1 and No, 2 Districts, 


Jersey General Dispensary— Resident Medical Officer. 
County and Borough Lunatic Medical Officer. 
South Devon and East Cornwall Hospital—House-Sargeon. 
Warwick Coun’ Lunatie ¢ Asyium—Assistant Medical Officer. 
‘Westminster H , and House-Surgeon. 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


A. Apams, M.R.C,S.E,, late to the Kent County Oph- 

™ thalmic Hospital, Maidstone, has been ed Honorary Surgeon, vice J. 
Wooleott, F.RC.B.E., resigned 

B.C. Asnrosp, L.K.C.P.Ba., late Senior Honse-Surgeon to the 
Lying-in Hospital, has heen appointed Medica! Ufficcr and Public Vaeci- 
nator for the Eastern Division of ons) Tiverton ore and the Washfield 
District of the Tiverton Union, vice 

C. H, Brappos, M.D., has been a 
street District in the Towns 


resigned. 
J.-M, Brrax, MD, has been elected Medical Off er and Public Vaccinator 

for the All Saints District of the Northamrton Union, vice W. Percival, 

M.RB.CS.E., whose appointment hao ised. 

General Hospita hampton, has upon his resignation been 

pointed Consaking a 


Cc. P. Coouns, M.R.C.S.E., has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
nator tor Districts Nos, 2 and3 of the Frome Union, Somersetshire, vice J. 
White, M.R.C.S.E., resigned. 

H, Dexvs, Ph.t) has been elected one of the Examiners in Chemistry in the 
University of London for the ensuing year. 

has been elected one of the Examiners in Anatomy in the Uni- 
versity ot London for the ensuing 

F, J. , on BO, has been elected one of the Examiners in Materia Medica 

and Pharmaceutical in the University of London for thecamsine 


Chemistry in the Uaiversity of London for the en- 


shire, tice W. J. Hunt, L.R.C. i 

J. been elected the ey Botany and 
egetable a niversit; London ensuin 

J. Jamrzson, M. appointed Medical Officer Officer and 

Dis er vice t, E eng 

P. Maxwaxt, M.D., has been elected Medical (Officer and Public Vaccinator 
~ = Btickney District of the Spilsby Union, Lincolnshire, vice W. 
‘urner, M. 

the University of London for the 

W. Optra, 


Medicine in the of London for the 

W. Psercrvat, M.8.C.8.E., has been re-elected Medical and Public Vac- 
cinator for the St. Andrew’s District of the Northampton Union. 

W. B. Puetas, L.R.C.P.Ed., has been ap; Medical Officer to the Kil- 
moganny y Police and Military, viee G. Cronyn, M.D., 

4. RCS.EB., has been elected Assistant Medical Officer for the 

ork! New Bridge-street, Manchester, vice C. H. Braddon, M.D., 

bee omy and appointed to the Cathedral District. 

Prof. Repreaxn has been elected one of the Examiners in Anatomy in the Uni- 
versity of London for the ensuing 

J.T. MCSE. has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
cinator for the Moulsey Distriet of the Kingston Union, Surrey, vice H. 
Wellings, L.R.C.P.Ed,, 

F. Simson, M.D., has been elected one of the Examiners in the Practice of 
Medic ne in the for the 

W. E. Surra, M.R.C.S.E., has bee: ted Medical for District 
No. 3 of the Blackburn Union, ead . Gillibrand, L.B.C.P. 

W. T. Surra, M.D., has been elected one of the Examiners in in 
the ee of Lo London for the ensuing 

T. M. 
Vegetabl 

C. M.D., has 
University 

E. F. M 

Vaccinator lor 


Births, and Beaths. 


out 8 Mani, Pt of Wo M.RCS., 


On the 1 10th Ft Royal-terrace, Weymouth, the wife of James Lithgow, 
D., 
On the iain inst., at Newton-on-Trent, the wife of R. M. Willan, Esq., of a. 


daught 


On the 14th inst., the wife of Dr. Nicholson, of of a son. 
On the 16th inst., at 
of a son. 


of Ni St. George’s Cathedral, Freeton, Sierra Leone, G. V.T. 


On the loth inst, at Preshute Ch Roope 


Hewitt, L.R.C.P.L., J. Lichfield, 
Elizabeth Jane, youngest ~ ter of the late RK. R. Wilson, Esq. 
stepdaughter of the late F. W. Keppel, me. of — Hail, Norfolk, 
On the 2iet inst, at det dae Marin ot of Sandy, 
to eldest daughter of T. Marris, of Clinton 
—No Cards 


DEATHS. 
On the 13th ult., J. Parett, 


On the Ist inst., at 
On the 20th inst., H. Mather, C.M., of 


Lancashire 
On the 21st inst. at Tonbridge, W. M.D., aged 51, 
On the 2st inst., at Prince’s-road, |, R. Hamilton, 
st inst., a 


73. 
Ed., of 


. A. GUY, J , has been elected one of the Examiners in Forensic Medicine 
in the University of London for the ensuing year. 
H. H. Heap, M.D., has been elected Physician to the Adelaide Hospital, 
Dublin, vice R. Mayne, M.B., deceased. 
J. W. Hopextsoy, L.F.P.&S, Glas, has been elected Medical Officer and 
Public Vaccinator for the Eyam District of the Bakeweil Union, De 
In the niversity of London for the ensuing year 
| E. A. Pazxus, M.D., has been elected one of the Examiners in the Practic 
Mary Elizabeth Laura, only late obu Shephard G 
| 
| 
| e 
On the 25th inst., at 
Daveutry, Northamptonsbire, aged 26. 
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Go Correspondents. 
Tax tats Court-Mxpicat at 

Dr. Moon, of Greenwich, has circulated amongst his professional brethren a 

having reference to the Court-Medical held three months since 
im that town. Dr. Moon treats the subject temperately, and puts the cir- 
cumstances in alight somewhat different from that in which they had pre- 
viously appeared. Dr. Moon complains, with a show of justice, that hitherto 
the facts have not been properly stated. We still think, however, that 
it would have been more judicious on his part to have attended the meeting 
which was held for the purpose of discussing the grounds of dispute be- 
tween himself and Dr. Purvis. His declining to make an appearance was 
certainly a mistake. It must be admitted that a Court-Medical cannot 
satisfactorily dispose of any matter brought under its notice in the absence 
of one of the principal per whose conduct is submitted to investigation. 
This was abundantly proved in the present case. As Dr. Moon demurred 
‘to the competency of the tribunal, he acted unwisely, we think, in commis- 
sioning his friends to enter on his defence or explanation. Had he pro- 
‘tested in person, that protest must have received the attention of his 
brethren. He appears to have had some grounds for such a protest in the 
shortness of the notice that was given to him, and the somewhat indefinite 
nature of the charges which were to be made against him. These, how- 
ever, are arguments of little weight against a Court-Medical properly sum- 
moned, and of which due notice has been given. That Dr. Moon did not 
shrink from inquiry is to his credit, inasmuch as he states that he was de- 


it between Dr. Purvis and Dr. Moon as to the nature of the 

maladies under which the afflicted lady was suffering. In whatever way 
have arisen, Dr. Moon appears to us to have successfully 

4id not originate in anything he had said. This was 

the Court-Medical, and upon this point Dr. Meon was exone- 

patient dies, and now comes the most unfortunate part of the 

The certificate of the cause of death furnished to the 

Dr. Moon stated that death arose from neuralgia and acute phthisis. No 
mention was made of the carcinomatous state of the uterus. Dr. Moon 
states that on the counterfoil of the certificate he had entered carcinoma 
as one of the causes of the death of the patient, and that, further, he men- 
tioned this to the sister of the deceased lady. Now, be it remembered, that 


minim. Independently of density, the chemical! composition of a liquid 
affects the weight of its drop in a very marked manner. The subject in 
question has been well considered by Mr. Tait in the Philosophical Maga- 
sine for last March. 


Brinensis—The rights of the Fellows of the King and Queen's College of 
Physicians in Ireland are still sub judice. It is useless to speculate upon 
the subject. The decision of the highest court of iaw will shortly be give 
and then this long-litigated question will be finally answered. Our corre- 
spondent may be right in the opinion at which he has arrived; but it 
would be evidently a mistake to attempt to anticrpate the dictum of the 
judges. As contradictory opinions on the point have been given by some 
of the most eminent lawyers, it is doubtless one of considerable difficulty. 
It must be admitted, however, that the time has arrived for a settlement of 
the matter. 

T. T.—Salicin, bebeerin, piperin, ulmin, and numerous other alkaloids have 
been more or less recommended as substitutes for quinia, when not readily 
procurable, in the treatment of intermittent fever. They are very poor 
substitates, however. Arsenic is far their superior, and the sulphate of zine 


probably their equal. 
4 Country Practitioner.—There is probably some disease of the internal ear. 


or 
To the Editor of Tax Lawcet. 

Sre,—Dr. Morgan has replied to my remarks on his method of curing 
stating that it would be both premature and ill-timed to enter at 


remarks are mere an 

and will leave these to be tested 
to have endorsed my opinion. 
and comprehensively his plans, and have gi 
ever on . 


family 


that 


ew Testament ; hence we pow eat 
the pigs, imal: the Mosaic 
. With regard to the hygienic part, surely Dr. Morgan does not mean 
assert that meat, to make it wholesome, s' be deprived as much as 
sible of all its mild, succulent, and bland juices ; if so, then the 
and should be at once discont 
discovery 


tion, the Causes 
Muscular Motion,” he may perhaps be able to satisfy himself 
In conclusion, e hesitation in stating that meat k 
‘s principle is more wholesome, more nutritious, more 
wy k from decay, and is in every respect sw 
illed on any other plan. What I state is not ptron or 
from practical experience of upwards of twenty-five a 
I dined with a pany of th which included a 
haunch of mutton which was killed on Dr. Carson's plan on 
this year. It was cooked on the 2ist of the same month, and 
pad gene oy it to be the most delicious meat they had eve 
jed to both lean and fat: the meat was 
in wet, — which was 
ept without for several 


sent to publish the letter on the “Theory of the Vertebrate Cranium.” 

The Griffin Fund.—We have received 2s. 6d. from “Surgeon” (Wiltshire) 
towards the above fund. 

L. L.—1 and 2. The charges are fair and reasonable.—3. Yes, for both on the 
same day.—4. The meaning is plain : the medicine is not to be charged in 
such a way as to include attendance.—5. It is ouite in the regular form. 

Integrity.—We are fully acquainted with al! the circumstances to whieh his 
letter refers. 

University or Lowpos. 


vocation, or on that of the presentation of 

arrangements include a!! graduates. 

hope the matter will be taken in hand, and at once, by some of the gra- 
duates resident in London.—! am, &e., 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
ject in 
ies of 

i climate, and inspection. He also states that com ive 
made prepared by his and other methods. He 
will grant all 
says that you 

sirous to submit the case to arbitration. This was also the view entertained have stated f| 

We will now give a short narrative of the facts, as they appear to be fairly animal food universally used by mankind. eke 

stated in the pamphlet before us. Dr. Purvis was in attendance upon a lady, | rally used when it cannot be avoided, forms a very small item in consump- 

who it is now admitted was suffering from carcinoma of the uterus, neu- | tion. 

raigia, and phthisis. The friends of the patient, being desirous of having 

another opinion, requested Dr. Purvis to meet Dr. Moon in consultation. | ¢, the «Philosophical Tra ow ot of the Reyal Society,” 

Dr. Purvis objected to meet a member of the profession younger than him- | back as the year 1830, he will find a detailed account of e 

self, and one, moreover, whose prestige was not of the highest, and virtually | by that late physiologist, and which have been from time t« 

handed over the patient to Dr. Moon and other practitioners. Now, the | ™atared. In 1839 Dr. Carson took out a patent for his plan 

refusal to meet Dr. Moon on these grounds was an error both in regard to 

etiquette and to fact. It was an error in etiquette, becanse amongst the | MMMM did not think it advisable to pursue the investigation further, and the 

highest members of the profession a consultation with a junior constantly as allowed to lapse without any further attention being paid to it. 

takes place, and indeed is frequently requested by the senior. It was an error gan maintains that religious, hygienic, and physiological arguments 
in fact, because Dr. Moon had distinguished himself, and most honourably. inst the plan. In reply to the first part of his remark, | have to state 

Had Dr. Purvis met his junior, all the subsequent disagreeable circumstances 

might have been avoided. It appears that reports of an unpleasant nature ) 

had beer. circulated in Greenwich with regard to some serious grounds of 

. Carson, and is founded on the elastic power of th 
| tion on this point cannot be entered into here ; but if 
to page 261, and read on to page 272, in wr. Carson's 
illed 
teful 
rier 
rtion, 
icyman, on 
$ 4th April of 

the certificate registered was the only one which would be acknowledged ram 7. 

» either by law or science. The omission, therefore, of any mention of the Re 

"7 carcinoma of the uterus was a grave and lamentable mistake. This fact, 
taken in connexion with the reports which had been circulated against 

Dr. Parvis, very naturally gave that gentleman reason to believe, from the 1806 remain, 
imperfect information which he possessed, that he had just ground of 

x complaint against a professional brother. Allowafces, we think, must be | 7. U.—The things are not identical. “Ethnology” means the doctrine or 
made for his conduct. Although it might have been better for him at once | science merely of races. “Anthropology” means those of man or of man- 
to have communicated with Dr. Moon upon the subject, he had undoubtedly kind. One is limited in its range; the other is so vast as to include much 

a primdé facie case against him—a case which by all the laws of evidence more than those who have originated the movement ever intended it to 

. entitled him to demand an inquiry. Against Dr. Purvis not a word has been | imply, or at least to busy themselves with. 

, spoken to lower his professional or private character. He is known to be ‘essor Macdonald. —The pressure on our space does not permit us at pre- 
honourable as a practitioner and a man, and, smartirg as he must have 

> been under calumnious reports, his conduct is perfectly consistent with 

> the character he bears. The misunderstanding which has taken place be- 

‘tween two gentlemen in the position of Drs. Purvis and Moon is deeply to 

; be regretted. A little more consideration, a little more forbearance on the 

‘ score of “ dignity,” would have prevented this unseemly squabble. Errors 

on both sides have been committed. Let the disputants now shake hands. 

4 It is scarcely necessary for us to repudiate the introduction of this case, 

which is purely a professional one, into the political journals. We main- 

tain the opinions we have always expressed with respect to the value of To the Editor of Tus Lancet. 

Courts-Medical, and would urge upon those who would submit their dis- of tho Collage of Cine 

Pates to such tribunala, that, to make their decisions respected, the utmost | Ste “I'heg to suggest that the graduates of the University of London 

caution and forbearance on the part of all implicated must be observed. ja also have their annual dinner, either on the day of the meeting of 

, ist, G.—The old “drop,” or gutta, was rather more than the modern 
April, 1864. Provinces. 
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_ Physiologus.—Fresh inquiries must be undertaken. One party says it is easy, 
comparatively easy, to produce tubercular deposits in the lower animals by 
dint of confinement and want of ventilation and of good food; and the 
other maintains that such a result is quite exceptional, though fatal effects 
may follow. 

8. 8. X—The word was a misprint. should have been metallic. At 
least so we were told by a Fellow of the Society when we expressed our 
scepticism upon the subject. 

One of the Victimized.—The questions and answers were not reported in the 
newspapers. 

Tux Corongr’s Court. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 
'y attention has been called by a medical friend to a letter in ior 
journal b/ the 16th instant, bearing the signature of Mr. Henry Ubsd 
kfastleigh, charging me with being ity of “ ungentiemanly” conduct 
towards him in two ppemeoste held by me. Before one man publicly changes 

another with ungentlemanly conduct, it strikes me (if he claims to be a 

tleman himself) he should S least ask for an explanation, and not write a 

violent letter to a public journal of undoubted value, which, in all probability, 

might escape the observation of the individual attacked. Mr. Ubsdell has 
ht no explanation from his i diat 
hood, or even sent me a copy of his letter to you. So much for 


tlemanly conduct. 
“lth rogard Yo his rt charg I think it due to myself to state that I re- 
ceived information of the the county policeman of the district 
where the death occurred, and he at the same time told me he believed Mr. 
Chileote, of Brid, ualified medical practitioner) was the 
family’s doctor. tely, as in duty bound, issued my warrant for the 
and ht interview with Mr. Chileote, who told me he 
knew the deceased and his family, and I asked him to attend the in- 
guest, being totally in Vo of Mr. Ubsdell being in any way mixed a 
the matter. It ‘ectly untrue that I received “ the evening 
the inquest an information rom any of the family of the d 
Ubsdell was the att t of the d 
till the day of the uest, and then not from a member of the family, but 
from the policeman, who told me he was blamed for naming Mr. Chil vo oe as 
the doctor. Having summoned Mr. Chileote, and no objection stisbed te 
the family, I held the inquest, and called Mr. Chilcote, who ed the 
that the deceased died by falling into the water in ‘a fit. I suggested 
& post-mortem examination of the body; but all es considered, as there 
was no suspicion of foul play, and the death couki be accounted for as above 
stated, it was unnecessary to “= the county to the ex 
Mr. Ubsdell has never spoken or written to me on the sub; and has 
been in ice at Buckfastleigh about three years, so though 
= not been long Mr. Ubsdell’s patient, as his letter seems to 
ta t the other case alluded to, Mr. Kiernan, of Buckfastleigh, was the medi- 
cal attendant on the deceased. He had broken his leg, and a young gentle- 
man (a student « of Guy’ 8 Hospital) was assisting him during his incapacity to 
attend to his b d this tleman as to the cause of the 
and he satisfied the jury and m: that thé death was from natural 
causes. I offered | the jary to call in other — evidence if they were not 
satisfied. They, e deemed it 
I have duu endeavoured to show the eatest courtesy and respect to 
medical gentlemen in my district, and I believe I may leave myself and my 
—- safely in their hands. Fora “ large jority of them I entertain 
it and well-deserved respect and esteem, and I hope Mr. Ubsdell will 
compel me to add him to the solitary exception I at present hold, espe- 
cially ae th as that exception is not a ~ registered medical practitioner. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Taos. B. Cumrye, 
Totnes, April, 1864. Coroner for Devon (Totnes District). 
An Old Subscriber, (Queenstown.)—We have never heard of such a cause pro- 
ducing the effect apprehended. 
Mr. Thos. Boulton.—The case shall appear. 
BR. W. G.—Not unless under very extraordinary circumstances. 
Navy Surgeon desires to be informed where he can procure “ Grimwade’s 
Desiccated Milk.” 
Leeds.—It is quite as well that the subject should not be further discussed. 


Mr. 
d,” nor did I hear a rumour of it 


TReatMENT oF Fever. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—Having had sad cause to deplore the present uncertainty in the 
treatment of scarlet fever, I have been daily considering in what way the late 
epidemic of that disease can be made the means of future good. = it 
seems a terrible thought that if in a few years scarlet fever appears agai 
its worst form, as it has within the last twelve months, medical men ill be 
no more ready to meet it with sure treatment, as far as any treatment is 
sure, than now. Are we to see our children and friends dying around us, and 
the doctor only able to give remedies that are, to say the least, useless, or to 
stand by and say “we can do a, 

It seems to me that the ue thing that can be done is to request every 
medical man in England and Wales to send a faithful report of all cases 
treated by him in 1863, the ages, treatment, deaths, and recoveries. 1 would 
suggest that a rinted form, asking all needful questions, should be sent to 
a doctor to fillup. The names of the medical men to be kept strictly 

These reports to be then a arranged, the same treatment, 

~— by different contre. bei together, and the result in deaths 

and recoveries given. I would ee suggest that children and adults 
should be kept separate. 

I think it would be found that a certain increase of deaths would be seen 
to follow some treatments, and vice versd. 1f so, how thankful both the 

and non-medical world will be for even such an amount of certainty. 

The difficulty is, how is this to be done? Who can call upon the doctors 
of England to make such an exposure of their failures ? 

Sir, I have such faith in the unselfish devotion to truth and the welfare of 
their fel low-beings of most of the doctors of our country, that I think the 
request would be gladly acceded to if made bya a authority, and | write 
to you to know if you could take the matter up, an willingness 

expense of and 


to subscribe enka a fund for 
the reports. ours obediently, sh 


J. J. should apply to Messrs. Williams and Norgate, Foreign Booksellers, 
Henrictta-street, Covent-garden ; or to Mr, Robert Hardwicke, Piccadilly. 


Treatment or Rosacea. 
To the Rditor of Tus Lancer. 

Srr,—May I beg to ask, me your valuable journal, the most efficacious 
treatment for a patient sufiering from acne rosacea, situated on the forehead. 
The lady has taken arsenical tion; the 
the Skin Hospital Pharmacopeia ; iodine and iodide of 
locally, 


d mercury mixture of 
potassium mixtare, 
bichloride of mereury solution, 

ent. Can any of your readers 
1 am, Sir, yours obediently, 


recommended by Neligan. 

with mercurial ointments. I 
it a plan of treatment ? 
1, 1864, 


Exrata.—lIn our report Jast week of the proceedings of the Royal College 
of Physicians (p. 474), where the chemical equivalent of mercury is spoken 
of, in both eases, for 100, read 200 ; and, in a third instance, for 200, read 100. 


Communications, Lerrenrs, &c., have been received from—Dr, G. 
Mr. Herbert, Shorncliffe; Mr. Brazier, Aberdeen; Mr. Thomas, 
Mr. Parsey, Warwick; Mr. Warren; Mr. Cuming, Totnes; Mr. Stitt, Not. 
tingham; Mr. Gell; Mr. Dashwood; Mr. James, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
Atkinsoo, Wylam, (with enclosure;) Mr. C. Vasey; Dr. Mackinder, Gains- 
ugh; Mr. T. Boulton, Northleach ; Dr. Pearse, Botesdale ; Mr, Scorer, 
Falmouth, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Hart, Layer-Breton ; Mr. Collier, (with en- 
closure ;) Mr. Simpson, Huntly; Mr. Ollard, Ryde, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
Pursell, Wolverhampton ; Mr. Manly, Sierra Leone; Mr. Farncombe, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr, M‘Kinnel, San Remo; Dr. J. Lithgow, Weymouth; Mr. 
Sutton, Sandy; Mr. Goodsir, Riccall; Mr. Moss, Sierra Leone; Mr. Bland, 
Durham; Mr. J. W. Wright, Ampthill; Mr. Willan, Newton-on-Trent; Mr. 
O'Kelly, Hawarden ; Mr. J. Jackson; Mr. F. G. Browne, (with enclosure;) 
Mr. Rogers, Brighton; Dr. Alston; Mr. Stretton, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
Bain, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Leary; Mr. J. Adams; Dr. Herapath, Bristol ; 
Mr. Dempsey, Sulgrave; Mr. T. Carr Jackson; Dr. Moon, Greenwich ; Mr. 
Lee, Thame; Mr. J. Mullan, (with encl ;) Dr. B mn, Baslow; Dr. 
Oswald, (with enclosure ;) Rev. P. A. Le Feuvre, Jersey; Dr. Goddard, 
Longton, (with enclosure;) Mr. Stammers; Mr. Evans; Dr. Nelson, Brid- 
lington; Mr. Rees, High Wycombe, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Walker, Wake- 
field ; Dr. Stewart, Cape of Good Hope ; Dr. Anderson, Wakefield, (with en- 
closure ;) Mr. Stedman; Mr. Close, Kingstown ; Dr. Cargill, Jamaica; Mr. 
Halls, Hendley, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Helm, Cambridge; Mr. Summers ; 
Dr. Gason ; Interpres; M.D.; Chirurgicus Ind.; A Regimental Surgeon ; 
J.L.F.; A. B., Grimsby, (with enclosure ;) Labor Omnia Vincit; Medicus; 
M.D., (with enclosure;) Odontological Society ; L.S.A.; Inquirer; &c, &e. 
Tux Welshman has been received. 
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St. Manx’s Hosrrrat yor Frervta awp 
Dtseasks OF THE — Operations, 1} 
roLitas Fass liosrrraL. — Operations, 
P.M. 
Rovat Annual Meeting. 
OponToLoeicaL Society oF 
8 p.m. 
‘Guy's Hosrrrat.—Operations, 14 
Westminster Hospitar. ous, 2 
Rovat Lysrrrvrion.—3 Prof, Marshall, “On 
Animal Life.” 
Socrery or Lorpon.—8 
( Mippiesex Hosrita..—Uperations, 
Sr. Mary's lem, 
Hosertar, — 
2 PM. 
Lownorw Hoserrat.—Operations, 2 
Howrestaw Society. — 8 Mr. 
. a Case of Vertical Dislocation of the Pat 
(Sr. Guoren’s lem, 
Lonpow Oratsaturo Hosetman — 
tions, 1 
Great Nowruzan Hosrrtat, 
Operations, 2 
Lowpon L Home.—Operations, 2 
West Lonpow Hosprrat.—perations, 2 
URTHOPADIC — 


—3 Mr. Hullah, “On 
Music (1600—%750).” 
Cuxmicat Socrety.—8 p.m. Sir Brodie, “On 
the Urganic Peroxides Theoretica! 
Harvetan Socrety.—8 Dr. “On the 
_ Origin and Nature of Syphilis.” 
Wrsrminster Hosprran. — 
PRIDAY, Mar 6 Gene, 
» Max 6 P.at. Prof. Roscoe, “ 
Indium, &e.” 
. Twomas’s Hosrrrat.— Operations, 1 Pm. 
Locx Hosprrat, Dean-street, Soho.—Cl 
monstrations and Operations, | 
St. 14 


MONDAY, Mar 2 


TUESDAY, Mar 3 


WEDNESDAY, May 4...4 
“On 


THURSDAY, Max 65......4 


P.M. 
SATURDAY, May 7......4 Couper 


Kova. 1} P.M, 
Hosprrat.—perations, 2 
Iwsrrrution. — 3 Prof. 

“(nm Metallic Element«.” 


